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The mission of Providence Baptist Church is “Connecting People to God in Christ ”  
We recognize that to connect people to God, we also need to connect with each other    
Thus, connections – on many levels – are vitally important to us at Providence 

Providence is a church in which we seek to connect with God through meaningful, 
intentional worship  We are a community of believers who recognize that bringing people 
to a deeper and fuller connection to Christ is of great importance   Providence is a family 
in which people of all generations can connect with one another and receive spiritual 
nourishment and education   We care for one another and enjoy many opportunities for 
fellowship  We are a collection of individuals with differing views on social and theological 
issues, drawn together by relationships that are stronger than our individual differences   
Our connections extend beyond our church walls   Our desire to connect people to God 
compels us to reach out, serve, and care for others 

WHO WE ARE
Providence’s Pledge of Commitment was adopted in August 1973   It exemplifies the 
qualities of a Providence member   As members of Providence we pledge ourselves:

• To the faith that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, revealed in history, 
disclosed in the Scripture, and experienced in human life;

• To be faithful to the public worship of God, gathering with the family 
of the church to celebrate His glory and remember His grace;

• To take seriously the responsibility and privilege of personal Christian growth, 
diligently seeking to establish and maintain a Christian atmosphere in our homes;

• To be faithful stewards, as God has prospered us, contributing our financial support  
for the church and its ministries, and by offering ourselves for God’s work in the world;

• To so live our lives that others, seeing the joy of Christian living, may seek to know  
Jesus Christ our Lord,

• And to be a servant in a servant church, recognizing the infinite worth of every 
person and believing that Christ has called us to be His ministers in our world 

Connecting to 
our Mission
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WHAT WE BELIEVE
As a congregation of faith, we believe that our task is to bring people and God 
together in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord through worship, fellowship, and 
missions:

• Worship that is God-centered is a primary focus of our congregation  
We must first reach up to God before we can reach out to others 

• Fellowship is the supporting and nurturing of our church family  
We must reach in to one another before we reach out to others 

• Missions is responding to God’s call to local and worldwide spiritual 
and physical needs  We believe we can meet these needs in the 
name of Christ by offering our gifts of time, talents, and resources  
Reaching out to others is being obedient to God’s command 

We believe in the Lordship of Christ.
“But made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness.”  Philippians 2:7 (NIV)

We believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for our sins and by believing in 
Him we are redeemed  Salvation is the gift of God’s grace and is freely bestowed 
upon all who put their faith in Him  Those who place their trust in Christ and 
confess their sins are forgiven and are born into the family of God by the power of 
the Holy Spirit  By taking the form of a servant, Christ has forever established our 
model for leadership, ministry, and service  Our common desire is to reflect our 
Lord daily in all that we do 

We believe in the Centrality and Authority of Scripture.
“For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, 
it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)

We affirm the authority of the Bible and believe it, as God’s inspired word, to 
be central in the life of the individual and the church  We also hold dear to the 
belief that Christians, with the best and most scholarly tools of inquiry, are both 
free and obligated to study and obey the Scriptures; and that each of us is free to 
interpret the Bible under the leadership of the Holy Spirit 

We believe in Individual Freedom.
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”  Galatians 5:1 (NIV)

We affirm the right and responsibility of every person to relate to God without 
the imposition of creed, the interference of clergy, or the intervention of civil 
government  We believe in “soul competency,” each person standing individually 
before God  We believe each person is free before God, having the privilege and 
responsibility to interpret the Scriptures  The idea of soul freedom, with its 
emphasis on the personal voluntary nature of faith, led Baptists to adopt baptism 
for believers 

We believe in the Autonomy of the Local Church.
“For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”  
Matthew 18:20 (NIV)

We are a free, autonomous church, under the Lordship of Christ  We determine 
our membership, leadership, and our worship order, ordain whomever we 
perceive as gifted for ministry, male or female, and participate in the larger 
body of Christ, of whose unity and mission Baptists are proudly a part  Our form 
of government is called “congregational,” meaning our church has the right to 
run its own affairs under the Lordship of Christ  We are democratic in that our 
policy is based in the equality of all believers  We also believe in the separation of 
church and state, and that people should be able to practice faith without coercion 
or constraint 

We believe in Inclusivity.
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.”  Galatians 3:28 (NIV)

We willingly share and accept the opinions of every member as one is led by 
the Holy Spirit  We value every member as we seek God’s truth together  We 
affirm and celebrate our diversity as a gift of God, including but not limited to 
race, ethnic background, economic status, or gender  We celebrate individual 
uniqueness and diversity as each member seeks to be obedient to the call of God 
in his or her life  We strongly believe that neither race, ethnic background, nor 
gender should limit one’s leadership opportunity or ministerial calling 

Providence Baptist Church, Charlotte, North Carolina  •  3



Reverend Gordon 
Weekley, Jr.

Reverend Henry Crouch

In August 1968, Reverend Henry Crouch accepted the 
call to become Providence’s second senior pastor  Reverend 
Crouch, born in Hickory, North Carolina, graduated from 
Mars Hill College, Wake Forest University, and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and came to Charlotte from 
Ardmore Baptist Church in Winston Salem, NC  Under 
Reverend Crouch’s leadership the church steadily increased 
in attendance, in operating and mission budgets, and in 
ministry programs both at home and in other parts of the 
world  The current Activity Center, the sanctuary and music 
suite, the educational space, and the new fellowship hall (later 
to be designated the Henry Crouch Fellowship Hall) were 
constructed during Reverend Crouch’s tenure at Providence  

Providence first elected women to serve on its Deacon Body 
in 1976, and five years later ordained its first woman to the 

ministry   During the time of Reverend Crouch’s leadership, 
the church began to move away from its close affiliation with 
the Southern Baptist Convention and eventually became 
aligned with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF), as we 
remain today   After 23 years of leadership, in October 1991, 
Reverend Crouch submitted his resignation to Providence 
and became the development director at the new Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Richmond 

As a supporter of theological education, Providence became 
a substantial benefactor of Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Richmond in 1991 by underwriting Reverend Crouch’s salary 
there for two years after he left Providence   Church members 
have also attended and earned degrees from various Baptist 
colleges and universities and have served as trustees at several 
such institutions 

In the 1950’s following World War II and the Korean War, as 
Charlotte began spreading beyond its city limits, a small group 
of Baptists (mainly from local churches) began to explore 
the possibility of starting a new church on the outskirts of 
town  After meeting several months in various locations, the 
group was constituted as Providence Baptist Church on May 
23, 1954  The Mecklenburg Baptist Association offered them 
a four-acre tract of land located on Providence Road  It was 
later deemed too small for the group’s vision and was traded 
for land on Randolph Road; thus, Providence Baptist Church 
came to be situated on Randolph Road – not Providence Road  
The property on Randolph Road was purchased with a grant 
from the Mecklenburg Baptist Association with the remaining 
cost being financed with the signature notes of many of the 
founding members  In June, Dr  Frank Moore at Oakhurst 

Baptist Church baptized new members into the fellowship, and 
in September the foundation of the fellowship hall was poured  
Providence was moving forward  

On December 12, 1954, the Reverend Gordon Weekley, Jr.  was 
called as Providence’s first pastor/senior minister   Reverend 
Weekley, a native of Atlanta, Georgia, graduated from 
Furman University and Southern Baptist Seminary and was 
previously a pastor of First Baptist Church of Kings Mountain, 
North Carolina  After 13 years of overseeing rapid growth at 
Providence, Reverend Weekley resigned because of health 
problems 

Connecting to our Roots
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Dr. Charles 
“Chuck” Bugg

Dr. Roy Alton “Al” 
Cadenhead

Providence called Dr. Roy Alton “Al” Cadenhead, Jr  to become our fourth senior 
pastor on May 3, 1998   Dr  Cadenhead, a native of Georgia, is a graduate of Furman 
University and Southern Theological Seminary, and came to Providence from High Point, 
North Carolina  Under Dr  Cadenhead’s leadership, the Columbarium/Memorial Garden 
was completed, and the Gordon Weekley Chapel was moved to a new location to provide 
room for the construction of the Harry & Nita Moss Children’s Building  The chapel 
was renovated and the Mary Nalley Missions Center, built mainly by church members, 
was constructed adjacent to the chapel   Providence long offered two traditional Sunday 
morning worship services; however, Dr  Cadenhead successfully led the staff to transform 
the early service to a more contemporary format  In April 2015, after 17 years of service to 
Providence and a total of 46 years of Christian ministry, Dr  Cadenhead retired 

Dr. Charles “Chuck” Bugg accepted Providence’s call to become our third senior 
pastor on September 26, 1993  Dr  Bugg, a native of Florida, was serving on the faculty of 
Southern Baptist Seminary and was known as a highly effective leader and communicator 
of the gospel  After a relatively short tenure of service, Dr  Bugg tendered his resignation 
in April 1996 to fill the Professor of Preaching seat at the Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Richmond  

Dr. Christopher 
“Lee” Canipe

The Providence congregation called Dr. Lee Canipe to be the church’s fifth senior pastor 
on July 31, 2016   Lee grew up in Greensboro and, before coming to Providence, served on 
church staffs in Durham and Savannah, as a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship missionary in 
Russia, and as the pastor of Murfreesboro Baptist Church in Murfreesboro, North Carolina  
He is a leader, pastor, teacher, visionary, scholar, and servant of Christ   He likes to run, 
write, travel, read history, listen to Bruce Springsteen and the Beatles, and follow Carolina 
basketball   Lee is a dynamic speaker and a warm, compassionate pastor   He understands 
the importance of calling people by name and he takes the time to listen to others, reaching 
out to old and young alike, both within our church and in the broader Charlotte community   
Lee and his wife, Hilary, were married in 1998 and are the parents of a daughter, Helen, 
and two sons, Watt and Peter 
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SENIOR PASTOR –  Lee Canipe
Lee Canipe became the fifth senior pastor at Providence in 2016  He is a leader, 
pastor, teacher, visionary, author, scholar and servant of Christ   He has a 
Master of Divinity from Duke University and a Master of Arts in Education 
from Wake Forest Universty  He also holds a Master of Arts in History from  
the University of Virginia and a Doctor of Philosophy from Baylor University  
Lee and his wife, Hilary, have three children  

TEACHING PASTOR – David Jordan
David Jordan became the Associate Pastor at Providence in 2003 and assumed 
the new role of Teaching Pastor in 2015  He is passionate about interfaith 
education, equality and social justice issues  He is a gifted teacher, author and 
gardner  He has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Furman University, a Master 
of Divinity degree from Southern Seminary, and Doctor of Ministry from 
Columbia Theological Seminary   David and his wife, Beth, have three children 

MINISTER OF MUSIC – Timothy Hill
Timothy Hill was ordained into full-time Christian ministry in 2007  
and joined the staff of Providence in 2014  Prior to his ordination, Timothy  
served as Director of Choral Activities at Westside High School in Anderson, 
South Carolina   Timothy earned a Bachelor of Music Education Degree  
from Anderson College and a Master of Worship Studies Degree from  
the Robert E  Webber Institute for Worship Studies  Timothy and his wife, 
Kristie, have two children 

MINISTER TO CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES –  Julia Wright
Julia Wright joined the staff at Providence in February 2003 and ministers to 
children from birth through fifth grade, as well as to their families   Julia has an 
undergraduate degree in Education from Wake Forest University and a Master of 
Religious Education degree from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary   Julia 
was ordained in 1995 and has served across the Southeast as a conference leader and 
consultant in preschool ministry   Julia and her husband, Jay, have two children 

MINISTER TO STUDENTS AND 
FAMILIES – Dane Jackson
Dane Jackson joined Providence in 2017   Dane is immersed in all things 
“youth” ministry including Passport Camps Advisory Board and CBF Youth 
Ministry Network  He finds students to be life-giving and loves every minute  
he gets to spend with them  Dane holds a Bachelor of Arts in Religion and 
Philosophy degree from High Point University and a Master of Divinity  
degree from Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond  Dane and his wife,  
Caitie, have two dogs   

(l-r) Richard Landers, Randy Ballard, Julia Wright, Lee Canipe, 
Dane Jackson, David Jordan and Timothy Hill

Connecting with our Leadership
Providence has been blessed with an outstanding ministry team and a dedicated staff   The ministry team brings together a variety of talents and perspectives and 
is well-suited to serving our “big tent” church and the broader community   
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MINISTER FOR RECREATION AND  
YOUNG ADULTS – Randy Ballard
Randy Ballard, our Minister for Recreation and Young Adults, became part  
of the   Providence team in 1997  He coordinates all sports and fitness 
programs in addition to planning and facilitating church-wide fellowship and 
activities   Randy earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Physical Education 
and Recreation from Appalachian State University and was ordained at 
Providence in 2015   Randy and his wife, Debbie, have three children, one  
of whom is deceased 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR – Richard Landers
Richard Landers “returned home” and re-joined our ministry team in 2013 
 after originally serving Providence in the same role from 1992 – 1995    
Richard graduated in 1983 from the University of Kentucky where his bachelor 
degree included an emphasis on pre-law and public administration  Richard 
 is a licensed Church Administrator and received his credentials through the  
National Association of Church Administration at Union Theological Seminary  
in Richmond, Virginia  Richard has two children, one of whom is deceased 

DIRECTOR OF WEEKDAY EDUCATION 
MINISTRY – Jennifer Rabon
Jennifer Rabon joined the Providence staff in 2016  
She has a long history with the Providence Weekday 
Education Ministry, as all four of her children 
 have gone through the program  She served as 
chair of our Weekday Education Ministry for several 
years, and most recently served as the Interim 
Director during a significant search process  She has 
an extensive business background and a great love 
for the children of our ministry   Jennifer and her 
husband, Chet, have four children  

LAY LEADERSHIP
Lay leadership is shared by our Diaconate, the Coordinating Council, 
committees, and teams   Providence is currently transitioning the roles 
of certain leadership organizations, with the deacons assuming more 
responsibility for the spiritual life of the church   The bylaws describe the 
deacons as “spiritual leaders and servants” of the church   The Diaconate also 
has responsibility for developing the strategic plan   The Diaconate conducts 
much of its work through deacon teams, including teams that support members 
who have recently lost a spouse, help integrate new members into the life of the 
church, welcome guests, and visit homebound members  

A few years ago, Providence created the Coordinating Council,  
which has assumed many important administrative responsibilities    
The Coordinating Council is chaired by the Moderator and includes among  
its members the following:

• Deacon Chair and Chair-Elect
• Senior Pastor
• Teaching Pastor
• Church Administrator
• Chairs and Chairs-Elect of all Standing Committees
• Moderator-Elect
• Church Clerk 
• Sunday School Director
• WMU Director

The church bylaws provide that the Coordinating Council is to “serve as a forum 
for the discussion of matters of importance to the Church,” including priorities 
for ministry   It also serves as the forum for the coordination of the various 
ministries, missions, and programs of the church 

Committees are chartered and their members are appointed by the members 
of the church  Committees have responsibility for important aspects of the 
church, including financial and personnel matters, organizing the stewardship 
campaign, oversight of the endowment, maintenance oversight for our facilities, 
and guidance to the various ministries of the church (music, children’s, student, 
weekday, etc )   Teams are created by the Coordinating Council and may be 
organized for long-term service (for example, the wedding team) or short-term 
service (such as to plan for a significant church anniversary)  
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Connecting through Worship

Worship at Providence connects us to God through meaningful biblically-based 
sermons that are personal and engaging  Providence typicaly offers worship 
with a praise band at 8:30am and a traditional service with a choir at 11:00am   
The combined attendance for both services averages 400+  On special 
occasions such as Advent, Anniversary Sunday, and special music events,  
only one service is held at 10:30am   Our summer schedule also utilizes  
a single service   

Through the years, Providence has had the opportunity to share our facilities 
with other congregations seeking a place to worship   Two congregations, 
Korean and Ukrainian, have now secured their own facilities   Currently 
there are two additional worship services held in the Gordon Weekley Chapel 
each week: a Congolese congregation worships in French, and a Burmese 
congregation worships in Chin   Many of these congregants are involved in 
various activities throughout Providence including Sunday School, Royal 
Ambassadors (RAs), Girls in Action (GAs), Bible Buddies, Bible Drill, and 
children and youth choirs, as well as student mission trips 

 

Providence has a long history of worshiping God through musical excellence 
Music is led by our Minister of Music, Timothy Hill   He plays an active part 
each week in the format of worship, utilizing lay people – from children to 
senior adults – in various parts of the service   The music is coordinated to aid 
in worship by emphasizing the weekly scripture or sermon topic   Providence 
is blessed with many talented musicians that are utilized in a variety of ways, 
including our praise band and singers, handbells, and numerous choirs  

Musicians of all ages make a joyful noise unto the Lord through the Music 
Ministry at Providence, beginning with our preschool Cherub Choir and 
continuing to our senior adult Encore Singers   On Wednesday evenings 
and Sunday afternoons, our halls are filled with the ringing of bells and the 
voices of over 120 children and student musicians   Every choir participates in 
worship services throughout the year  The annual Angel Breakfast features our 
preschool choirs  The Hanging of the Green service features children, student, 
and adult choirs performing together while students decorate the Sanctuary 
for Advent  The student choir has toured locally and internationally, and 
sometimes combine their musical talents with student mission trips 
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The following is a list of the Providence music programs currently offered:

• Sanctuary Choir

• Encore Singers (senior adult choir)

• Student Choir (middle and high school)

• Student and Adult Handbells

• Adult Ensemble

• Praise Musicians

• Preschool and Children Choirs

• Children’s Handbells

• Choral Scholars

Providence is also host to a variety of musical events throughout the year   
Our 60th Anniversary celebration included a series of concerts open to the 
community, including The Penny Loafers and The Brethren   Other concerts 
have included the U S  Army Chorus, African Children’s Choir, Wingate 
University Singers, The Noel Freidline Quintet, and Furman Singers   
Our most recent event was a combined Veterans Day concert with the  
Anderson University Choir, featuring our own Encore Singers 

Connecting People to God in Christ.
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Connecting through Education
Providence has a rich tradition of biblically-based education   We provide educational opportunities for all ages of children, from preschoolers and  
elementary-aged children to middle school and high school-aged students   We also embrace college students and adults in all stages of their faith journey,  
from new believers looking to strengthen their faith to those members who are seeking advanced classes in Biblical studies 

WEEKDAY EDUCATION
(eight weeks through five years old)

For over 50 years, Providence has provided excellent care and early education 
in a caring Christian environment  Today, Providence’s Weekday Education 

Ministry, led by Director Jennifer Rabon, 
enrolls  
more than 165 children, and the program 
 is consistently over 97% of capacity    
 The Providence Weekday Education 
Ministry has a Five-Star rating, which is the 
highest rating given by the North Carolina 
Division of Child Development 

Our Weekday Education Ministry provides the following three programs:

• Full Care – ages eight weeks to five years

• Half-Day Preschool – ages eight weeks to five years

• School Age – ages kindergarten to fifth grade, when 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools are not in session

Approximately 70% of the children in the program are from non-member 
families   The program has a budget of $1 5 million, a staff of 45, and utilizes 
facilities that include 14 classrooms, two playgrounds, a gymnasium, a 
children’s library and a children’s garden   With classes offered in ballet, 
physical education, gardening, Spanish, and music, the Weekday Education 
program is well known and strongly connected to our local community   

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
(birth through fifth grade)

Jesus considered children to be of 
great significance in His ministry  
The Bible tells us that Jesus took 
time to be with children and to bless 
them   With this example in mind, 
Providence has a strong commitment 
to children and their families  This 
commitment is evident through the 
varied programming for children and 
parents offered by Providence under the 
leadership of our Minister of Children 
and their Families, Julia Wright   
Activities for children and parents 
include the following:

• Sunday School
• Wednesday Family Supper
• Parent/Child Dedication Services
• MOMS Group
• Acolytes
• Wonders of Worship 

for kindergartners
• Missions Education (Mission 

Friends, GAs, RAs)
• Bible Buddies and Bible Drill 
• Parent/Teacher Seminars
• Passport Kids Summer Camp
• Getting Ready Classes
• Vacation Bible School
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 STUDENT MINISTRY
(sixth grade through 12 grade)

Our Student Ministry seeks to create sacred 
space for our middle and high school students 
during the awkward stage of life known as 
adolescence, enabling them to find themselves 
within the ancient story of the Gospel   

Fusion, held on Wednesday nights, is a time of 
interactive Bible study, games, fellowship, and 
reflection for all students   Grade-level Sunday 
School classes provide opportunities for further 
learning and discussion   Sunday Night 
Live involves skits, games, fellowship dinners, 
worship and learning  

Yearly Mission Trips allow students to apply the Biblical teachings they have 
learned to real-world service   In addition, there are many opportunities to grow 
together as a group through retreats and special events   A highlight of the year 
is the annual Baccalaureate service, which honors and blesses the high school 
seniors as they transition to college   

Annual Events

• FARKLE (Fun, Awesome, Ridiculous, Kracy Ludicrous, Events) 

• High School Fall Retreat, Camp Bob at Kanuga

• Spring High School Beach Trip

• High School Mission Trip (Smyrna, Tennessee - July 2017)

• Baccalaureate Service

• Middle School Fall Retreat, Awanita Valley

• Chili Cook-off Fundraising Event

• Middle School Mission Trip (Nashville, Tennessee - June 2017)

COLLEGE AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
Life “in between” can be hard  The transition from high school to college  
to the working world is challenging under the best of circumstances   
Providence seeks to support, encourage and guide our young adults 

through this time of life  Randy Ballard led the charge to create this ministry   
He coordinates Bible studies, Sunday School classes, fellowship opportunities 
and mission trip experiences designed to meet these young adults where they 
are and help them get to where they need to be   

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY
Under the leadership of Teaching Pastor David Jordan, Providence offers an 
extensive Sunday School program that provides a strong sense of community 
for our members  Average Sunday School attendance is 500 plus  With over 30 
adult classes, the Adult Sunday School hour provides time each week to share, 
learn, and fellowship in small groups  Teachers are provided annual training 
and study guides for assistance  Classes have differing teaching styles and 
dynamics ranging from presentations to discussion formats  Sunday School 
classes form strong bonds and are often mentioned as the place where members 
feel most connected at Providence 

Providence also offers in-depth Disciple Bible Study courses throughout 
the year  Whether members seek a short-term course (8 to 12 weeks) or a 
longer study opportunity (30 to 34 weeks), these study programs are truly 
transformative   These small group study courses are intensive, and they 
challenge, comfort, and unite those adults who participate 
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Providence Missions Budget

Baptist Denomination Support
Other
Local & Special Project Support
Providence Organizational Support
Providence Mission Trip Support

Source date 2016

Connecting to Serve
Providence has a rich history of strongly supporting missions in various ways   
Our consistent and diverse interest in missions motivates us to offer financial 
support not only to international mission programs but also to local mission 
programs and projects   Providence members also give generously of their time 
and labor throughout the year to numerous mission projects 

Each year, a significant amount of total budgeted expenditures of the church are 
designated to missions through our missions committee and our ministries   
The missions budget is deployed locally, regionally, nationally, and globally   
The pie chart to the right shows how the missions budget is allocated 

The largest component of our missions budget is referred to as Baptist 
Denominational Support, which provides financial support to the following 
international, national, state, and local Baptist organizations:

• CBF-National  

• CBF-North Carolina

• Baptist World Alliance

• North Carolina WMU

• North Carolina Baptist Men

• Metrolina Baptist Association

Our missions budget provides support to organizations within the church and 
special projects organized by the church, including the following:

• Burmese Missions

• Providence WMU

• Providence Baptist Men

• Providence RAs and GAs

• Rama Road Elementary School Tutoring
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Providence supports numerous local organizations and several organizations and 
special projects outside of Charlotte, which has included the following:

• Second Harvest Food Bank/Rama Road Backpack Project

• Charlotte Rescue Mission

• Engineering Ministries

• Loaves and Fishes

• Urban Ministry Center

• Charlotte Rescue Mission

• Crisis Assistance

• QC Family Tree

• Shelter Health Services (Hope Project)

• Hoskins Park Ministries

• Charlotte Family Housing

• Friendship Trays

• Pat’s Place

• Refugee Support Services

• Community Culinary School

• South American Missions

• Wycliffe Bible Translators

Providence works closely with two ministry partners:

• Metro Baptist Church, New York, New York
• Gardner’s View Baptist Church, Kingston, Jamaica

Finally, our missions budget provides support for various mission trips organized 
by our student and adult ministries, helping to make the trips more affordable for 
those who participate 

In addition to financial contributions that come from the missions budget, 
Providence and its members contribute to missions through scheduled offerings 
(including Hunger Relief, Home Missions, North Carolina Missions, Baptist 
Children’s Home, and Christmas Missions), special relief offerings responding to 
local and world crises, and disbursements made from endowment funds 
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Several Providence mission programs are long-term labors of love by a large portion  
of the Providence family and may not fall under the budget described above   
These programs rely on members giving freely of their time, labor, and money  

These special programs and projects include (but are not limited to):

• Burmese Family Friends – Providence highly values its partnership with 
Burmese refugees   Not only does a Burmese congregation worship in our chapel on 
Sundays, but also many of these families have joined our church   On Wednesday 
nights, an English-as-a-Second-Language class is offered for the Burmese 
parents while the children attend weekly programming   Several Sunday School 
classes have “adopted” one or more Burmese children or teens to assist them 
with school supplies, birthday celebrations, the cost of Providence-sponsored 
trips/camps, and fun activities and outings to help them acclimate to living in 
Charlotte  So far, over 20 children have participated in the program   For the last 
several years, we have provided an annual “Refugee Free Store” through which 
donations by church members have been made available to refugee families, 
who have been able to select much needed clothing and items for their homes 

• Rama Road Elementary School – For 22 years Providence has conducted an after 
school tutoring program for children in kindergarten through fifth grade, working 
with children from various ethnic and economic backgrounds  Currently we are 
tutoring 13 Hispanic students from nearby Rama Road Elementary School   On 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from October through April, our members pick 
up the students from school, bring them to the church, and tutor them  We provide a 
nutritious snack, a short program, and a time for individual attention  During August, 
school supplies are collected church-wide for these and other students in need 

• Friendship Garden – Since 2011, Providence has built and maintained a community 
garden that is part of the Friendship Garden network  These network gardens grow 
and provide Friendship Trays with fresh vegetables for warm meals delivered to 
the homebound around Charlotte  To date, the Providence Friendship Garden has 
produced over 4,475 pounds of fresh vegetables for Friendship Trays  Two garden 
beds are also used by Burmese families to grow fresh vegetables for their own use 
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• Room In The Inn – Providence was one of the founding congregations 
of Charlotte’s Room In The Inn program, which provides a warm, safe 
place for homeless guests to sleep during the winter months   Every 
Saturday evening between December 1 and March 31, Providence and 
other Charlotte congregations provide up to 12 homeless neighbors 
three meals, a hot shower, a place to wash their clothes, and a safe 
place to sleep  While at Providence, our guests are comfortably lodged 
in the Mary Nalley Missions Center, which is staffed by Providence 
members   Food and toiletry items are donated by our congregation 

• CROP Walk – Each year, Providence members participate in the annual 
Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk where they join thousands of other 
area walkers in the streets of Charlotte to raise money to end hunger 
locally and beyond  Providence averages over 50 walkers each year, and 
together we raise approximately $12,000 each year to combat hunger  
Charlotte’s CROP Hunger Walk is the largest in the nation in both the 
amount of funds raised and the number of walkers who participate  

Providence provides weekly missions-oriented educational opportunities for 
children beginning in preschool with Mission Friends and continuing through 
fifth grade with RAs and GAs  These programs meet weekly throughout the 
school year to provide our children with hands-on mission projects designed 
to encourage from an early age a lifestyle of service and giving  Teens through 
adults at Providence continue their service through participation in yearly 
student, college, and adult mission trips  

Each year, over 100 Providence members serve at Metro Baptist Church in 
New York City through their participation in various mission trips  Missions 
education continues for adults with special Wednesday night programming   In 
addition, the WMU meets monthly for prayer and special programs, and they 
also help organize monthly collection projects throughout the church, which 
range from donations of back-to-school supplies for our Burmese children to 
coats and scarves for Charlotte’s homeless 
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Connecting with our Neighbors
Providence is honored to minister to the needs of our neighbors in the Cotswold community and the greater Charlotte area  Our Recreation Ministry is robust,  
and community members of all ages keep our campus buzzing every day of the week   Providence provides special activities and outreach opportunities that 
include musicals, community events, senior adult programs, and Vacation Bible School 

RECREATION/ACTIVITIES MINISTRY
One of the most significant ways in which Providence reaches out to non-members is through our recreation and activities ministry   The church’s 22 acres of 
land include a gazebo/picnic area, softball field, T-ball field, space for three separate youth soccer/flag football fields, outdoor walking track, and age appropriate 
playground equipment   Our Activity Center includes a full-sized basketball gym (that can be configured for two three-quarters court youth basketball games 
or three pickleball nets), an elevated walking track around the second story perimeter of the basketball gym, a weight room/cardiovascular workout space with 
fitness machines, a yoga/pilates/aerobics room, and a lounge area with pool and foosball tables   

Recreation Minister Randy Ballard oversees all recreational activities   These include children’s and youth soccer, youth and adult basketball leagues, youth flag 
football, pickleball, and softball teams for church members and our neighbors   About 70% of the participants in our youth and adult sports leagues are non-
members   Throughout the summer, Providence provides weekly children’s camps focused on soccer, basketball, flag football, cooking, and music through a 
collaboration of our Recreation, Children’s, and Music Ministries 
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SPECIAL ACTIVITIES AND OUTREACH
Providence sponsors a variety of musical events throughout the year  Recent choral performances have included Faure’s Requiem and Handel’s Messiah, 
each with orchestral accompaniment   Providence has also boasted combined performances with a local Methodist church of Vivaldi’s Gloria  Broadway-
style productions have included The Sound of Music, Godspell, Children of Eden, and You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown   We also host community concerts 
performed by gospel quartets, the U S  Army Chorus, and the Metropolitan Music Ministries   These events are open to our congregation and to our community   

Additionally, annual events bring in many neighboring families with children   They include the children’s Christmas Eve worship service, the Easter Rock Hunt, 
and the Halloween Trunk-or-Treat   On Thursday mornings, the MOMS group meets to discuss and learn about issues relating to parenting and faith, have 
prayer time, and fellowship  The MOMS meetings are open to the community with free childcare provided  Providence also connects with senior adults from our 
neighborhood through PrimeTimers, our senior adult group  PrimeTimers meets monthly with events such as luncheons with guest speakers and entertainment, 
and offers day trips to local places of interest   

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is one of the highlights of the year   In 2017 ,we had over 500 children and volunteers/workers participate in VBS, and over 60% 
of the children were from families who are not members of Providence   The entire church is transformed into the theme chosen for the week, and children 
participate in interactive Bible stories, crafts, recreation, music, and mission projects  The children have a truly memorable time worshipping, playing, creating, 
and learning together   Students from our Rama Road tutoring program also attend VBS 
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Connecting to our Members

Member care is a priority at Providence   In recent congregational 
conversations and churchwide survey, Providence members gave ourselves 
high marks for taking care of our members   Many describe Providence as a 
place that is caring, friendly, and loving; they count its members as family   

As noted previously, Providence has a strong Sunday School program with 
excellent teachers   Not surprisingly, the closest connection that many 
members have to the church and to other members of the church is through 
Sunday School   This is where the most personal and consistent member 
support is offered   Because of the importance of helping new members find 
a small group with whom they can develop close connections, the Deacon 
Body has created a new member team   An important goal of this team is to 
introduce new members to Sunday Schools or other small groups that will 
help them establish roots in the church  

Because of our emphasis on ministering to one another, the Diaconate  
has recently created two new deacon teams that focus on member care    
One deacon team focuses on maintaining connections with our homebound 
members   Another deacon team visits and provides comfort to our members 
who have recently lost a spouse   We also have a bereavement team that 
arranges for meals or visitations held at the church in connection with funerals 

18  •  Providence Baptist Church, Charlotte, North Carolina



Through our congregational conversations and survey, we observed that 
our ministry team is tireless in its visitations of our members who are in the 
hospital or who are gravely ill  The members of the ministry team care deeply 
about our members and demonstrate that by their faithful attention to pastoral 
care   Members also noted that our staff is very approachable and are available 
for consultations when needs arise   When possible, through endowment 
grants, we augment our member care ministry with interns seeking to pursue a 
call to the ministry  

Important connections are established and nurtured as we break bread 
together   We eat and fellowship with each other in the Henry Crouch 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings   Up to 100 
people enjoy a hearty breakfast on Sunday mornings prepared by volunteer 
chefs who pride themselves on serving the best bacon in Charlotte   Nearly 200 
people share dinner on Wednesday evenings, where we pray for those in need, 
participate in the study of biblical teachings, and explore issues relevant to our 
community of believers 

Providence prides itself on welcoming members of a variety of ages, 
backgrounds, political and social views, and theological perspectives    
When we asked our members what makes us unique, among the most  
common answers were our diversity and our tolerance of the views of others   
As a “big tent” church, Providence seeks to be a place where people with varied 
views can share freely and without fear of rejection or criticism   We celebrate 
our differences and believe that each of us is enriched by the diversity within 
our church   Providence offers programs that bring in people from different 
cultures, both from across town and from the other side of the world    
We are deliberate in providing opportunities for younger and older members 
to work together in the life of the church   We are proud of the strong cross-
generational relationships that develop and are nurtured by the way we 
embrace each other as family   
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STEWARDSHIP
Each year the Stewardship Committee selects a campaign theme and plans 
various churchwide activities to support that theme  In recent years, the 
Stewardship Committee has staged a variety of programming, including video 
productions shown on several Sundays before the culmination of our annual 
giving drive, Sunday School lessons targeted to stewardship, panel discussions 
in the Sanctuary, and combined Sunday School classes focusing on generosity   
This year during the stewardship campaign, members spoke at worship services 
about their involvement in various Providence ministries, creating awareness 
of what Providence offers and encouraging people to support these activities 
through financial support, prayer, and the sharing of talents   The highlight of 
the stewardship process is the Providence family coming together to offer their 
commitment cards as an act of worship during Sunday morning services   

ENDOWMENTS
The endowment fund began on April 26, 1986   As of 2017, the total value of 
the endowment was $2,155,915 38   The Endowment Committee allocates 
the endowment between two investment advisors, each of whom manages 
approximately one-half of the endowment funds  

There are currently 14 named funds within the endowment  Named 
endowments require at least a $10,000 starting balance   In 2014, the 
Endowment Committee adopted a new policy for the distributions of assets in 
endowed funds   Under the new process, up to five percent of the average total 
value of the endowment at the end of the last five years can be disbursed in the 
current year  

Annual disbursements from the endowment fund a variety of needs at 
Providence, including the following examples:

• Partial funding of mission trips
• Expansion of the community garden

• 60th Anniversary Celebration
• Staff education and enrichment programs
• Capital needs, including renovation and maintenance of buildings, 

improvements to parking facilities, replacement of furnishings 
and equipment, and a new sound system for the sanctuary

BUDGET
Our financial plan for several years has surpassed the $2million mark for both 
revenue and expenses  Our Finance Committeee oversees the annual planning 
process each year and often projects not ona financial plan for the immediate 
new year but upcoming 2-3 years  Below is a chart that reflects the current 
allocation of expenses 

Providence Expense Budget

Personnel
Facilities
Missions
Programs
Debt

Source date 2017

Connecting with our Resources
Providence is blessed with countless resources that enable us to fulfill the mission we began over 60 years ago   Through the time and generosity of our members 
and friends of the church, we are blessed with an engaging annual stewardship campaign, a multi-million dollar annual budget, and a solid endowment that will 
continue to provide for needs in the future   We are also blessed with exceptional facilities, providing ample outdoor and indoor space to worship, play, and build 
community together as the family of Providence 
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FACILITIES
Providence is located in south Charlotte on 22 acres on the east side of Randolph Road in the Cotswold 
community   We are convenient to many thriving neighborhoods throughout Charlotte and the surrounding area   
In addition to our worship and education buildings, our campus includes several sports fields, a gazebo/picnic 
area, an outdoor walking track, three playgrounds, and parking for more than 415 vehicles 

• The Activity Center is equipped with a full size gym, indoor walking track, 
Nautilus weight room, yoga/pilates/aerobics room, and game room  

• The Lowell Dotson Music Suite houses a spacious choir room (with seating capacity for around 65), 
a music library, robe storage space, as well as office space for the Music Ministry team   The choir room 
features a Model O Steinway grand piano   The music library contains over 1,500 anthem titles as well 
as major works, collections, and instrumental music for many time periods and styles of church music 

• The Henry Crouch Fellowship Hall is a multi-use facility with room for approximately 230 
people for a sit-down meal or 500 people for a standing reception  Attached to the Fellowship Hall 
is a stage for small productions or guest lecturers and a commercial-grade kitchen, which provides 
Wednesday night supper and Sunday morning breakfast during the school year, meals for special 
events, and hot breakfast and lunch five days a week for children in the Weekday Education Ministry 

• The Columbarium/Memorial Garden, which has space for 216 niches (each niche 
can house two urns) and 384 memorial plaques, is nestled between the sanctuary and 
education wing of our church   It is a place of dignity, quiet meditation, and perpetual 
care   The memorial plaques are available for members who are buried elsewhere 

Providence’s most recent expansion project, completed in 2009, included the construction of the Harry and 
Nita Moss Children’s Building, the relocation of our original chapel, and the building of the Mary Nalley Mission 
Center adjacent to the Gordon Weekley Chapel 

• The Harry and Nita Moss Children’s Building includes 14 classrooms and a library, along 
with two separate enclosed/private playgrounds and a specially-designed play porch where our 
infants can safely play outside   The second story of the Moss Children’s Building was roughed-in 
but is still unfinished, providing approximately 16,000 square feet of space for future growth  

• The Mary Nalley Missions Center is another multi-use facility equipped with a 
large meeting space, kitchen, full bathrooms, laundry facilities, and several overnight 
rooms   It can accommodate smaller meetings, mid-sized fellowship meals, and 
overnight guests such as visiting missionaries and Room In The Inn guests   

• The Gordon Weekley Chapel, connected to the Nalley Missions Center, is well-suited for 
small weddings, funerals, and other events   Its location apart from the main church building 
allows it to function well as a place for new churches to meet for worship in their own space 
as they organize and plan for a permanent location   As indicated earlier, the Gordon Weekley 
Chapel currently hosts worship services for Congolese and Burmese congregations 
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Connecting with our City

Charlotte, North Carolina is a thriving city whose greater metropolitan area 
has enjoyed nearly 40% growth over the past 10 years   Why are people moving 
to Charlotte?  There are many reasons, but at the top of the list are location 
and climate, business opportunities, educational advantages, and varied 
recreational/sports/other attractions 

Charlotte’s climate makes it an ideal place to live   The mean year round high 
temperatures range from the mid 50’s in the winter to the mid 80’s in the 
summer, with an average of 212 days of sunshine   Charlotte’s beautiful clear skies 
can be enjoyed from the LYNX light rail system, the CityLYNX street car line, 
and a multitude of bus lines, all which act to simplify transportation around the 
city and beyond   As an added bonus, Charlotte is less than two hours away from 
an Appalachian Mountain retreat and just three hours away from an Atlantic 
Ocean escape   For those going further afield, the Charlotte Douglas International 
Airport boasts 683 flights per day via nine different airlines 

Many of these flights are filled with industry professionals working in and 
around the Charlotte area   While recognized as the second largest banking 
center in the country, Charlotte has earned a position as the second fastest 
growing city by developing a diverse industry base  The sectors of Health Care 
and Social Assistance, Retail, and Accommodation and Food Services are the 
top three employers respectively   The Charlotte Chamber of Commerce reports 
that 291 Fortune 500 companies have a presence in the greater Charlotte area, 
with seven such companies calling this region home   

One of the reasons for this abundance of industry is the wealth of educational 
opportunities, which allows Charlotte residents to provide an educated and 
skilled workforce   The area features 168 public schools (37 of which are 
magnet schools), 107 private and charter schools, and four alternative schools   
In addition to a first class primary educational system, greater Charlotte is 
also home to 18 colleges and universities and various other community and 
technical institutes   

Equally in abundance are opportunities for top-notch recreation, sports, 
and attractions   The NFL’s Carolina Panthers, the NBA’s Charlotte Hornets, 
the MLB’s AAA Charlotte Knights, the United Soccer League’s Charlotte 
Independence, the American Hockey League’s Charlotte Checkers, and the 
Major League Lacrosse’s Charlotte Hounds all call Charlotte home   In uptown 
Charlotte, Discovery Place was recently ranked among the top 20 children’s 
museums in the nation, and the NASCAR Hall of Fame provides fun for the 
entire family   The US National Whitewater Center, Carowinds Amusement 
Park, Charlotte Motor Speedway, and the Billy Graham Library are located just 
minutes outside of uptown Charlotte   Additionally, 15 museums, 10 performing 
arts venues, 3 large lakes, and 34 golf courses entertain residents year round 

The current population of Charlotte is over 845,800 people and is expected to 
grow to 1 1 million by 2020   Recent census studies show that in the next five 
years, over 50,000 millennials (born 1980 to early 2000s) will move to within a 
10-mile radius of Providence   This growth rate is bolstered by the fact that the 
cost of living in Charlotte is only 95% of the national average   It was voted the 
best city for a favorable income-to-expenses ratio and is considered one of the 
best places to live for recent college graduates 

Providence serves within Charlotte’s charming Cotswold neighborhood   Just 
five miles southeast of uptown Charlotte, Cotswold boasts numerous dining 
and shopping options, which range from familiar favorites to unique one-of-a-
kind alternatives   Frequenting these establishments are the more than 29,000 
people who call Cotswold home   Not surprisingly, 33% of these are between the 
ages of 18 – 44 years old, with the age ranges of 45 – 64 and 0 – 17 representing 
26 3% and 24 5% respectively   Over 14,000 residents have full-time 
employment, 80% in white collar jobs   Built in the 1950’s and 1960’s, Cotswold 
is a proud tree-lined, family-friendly community benefiting from continuous 
revitalization and renewal 
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Connect with Us
Providence Baptist Church 
4921 Randolph Road Charlotte, NC 28211 
704 366 2784   
www providencebc org

connections@providencebc org 
Facebook: Providence Baptist Church-Charlotte, NC 
Twitter: @pbccommunity 
Instagram: @pbcstudentsclt
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