
Volume NN, No. 4 CONNECTIONS

April 1, 2021



www.providencebc.org2

Remembering the Grace Behind Us
“When your children ask their 
parents in time to come, ‘What do 
these stones mean?’ then you shall 
let your children know, ‘Israel crossed 
over the Jordan here on dry ground.”   

            Joshua 4:21-22

Someone asked me the other 
day: “Since the church has been 
closed, what in the world have 
you been doing?”
Just about everybody who had to 
figure out how to work remotely 

during the pandemic has probably been asked a question 
like this at some point over the last twelve months.  Not 
every job, of course, could be done remotely.  It was 
indeed a blessing to have that option, and when banks, 
schools, law firms, medical clinics, and so much more 
closed their doors last March, a lot of us suddenly had to 
come up with new and different ways to accomplish old 
and familiar tasks. 
The tasks themselves didn’t change just because we 
were working remotely. The work and ministry of the 
church continued, even if the building was closed. For 
ministers, there were still sermons to prepare, church 
members to support, prospective members to contact, 
current ministry programs to re-imagine, innovative 
ministry ideas to implement, contingency plans to 
make, new skills to learn, staff meetings to lead, 
colleagues to supervise, committees to assist, Bible 
studies and Sunday school lessons to teach, routine 
logistical issues to sort through, relationships with 
ministry partners to strengthen. 
The tasks didn’t change, but suddenly almost every 
single one of them had to be done over the phone, or 
via Zoom, or through emails, or outside in someone’s 
driveway, or at the church gazebo.  What once could 
be resolved with a three-minute, Sunday morning 
conversation in the hallway now required several emails 
and at least a phone call or two to get settled.  Every 
week, it seemed, brought new questions that we’d never 
had to consider before, and new challenges that we’d 
never had to address before, and new contingencies that 
we’d never had to plan around before.  And all of these 
things had to be worked out from a distance.   
I’m right-handed.  Doing ministry in a pandemic was 
like being forced to write left-handed all the time.  The 
basic task didn’t change, but the degree of difficulty 
increased exponentially.  
I imagine that all of us who’ve had to figure out how 
to work remotely—regardless of what our respective 
vocations may be—have been through a similar 

experience.  We’ve all spent the last year writing with 
our left hands, so to speak—and, God willing, we’ll 
never have to do so again.  God willing, my sojourn as a 
pandemic pastor is coming to an end.
But before it does, though, it’s important to give thanks 
for the ways in which God has been faithful to us as we 
made our way from last March to right now.  I suspect 
that I’m not alone in feeling grateful.  We are grateful 
that more vaccines are available to more people.  We 
are grateful that more of us are returning to familiar 
rhythms of work.  We are grateful to be worshiping 
together in our Sanctuary again.  We are grateful that, 
from all indications, we will soon be moving forward 
together again.  Before we do, let’s not forget that we’re 
here because God brought us here.
In the Old Testament book of Joshua, the Israelites finally 
arrive at the edge of the Promised Land after traveling 
through the wilderness for years.  The only obstacle 
between them and their destination is the River Jordan.  
God parts the river so they can cross over, and as they do, 
they take twelve stones from the riverbed—stones that 
would ordinarily be covered with water but, for this one 
brief moment, are now exposed.  When they get to the 
other side of the river, the Israelites stack these stones, one 
on top of the other, as a testimony to God’s power and 
mercy.  For generations to come, says Joshua, whenever 
anyone asks what these stones signify, we shall tell them 
about what God did to bring us to where we are.
This last year was not easy for any of us.  There is much 
we would like to forget and very little that we would like 
to repeat.  But before we move forward together again, 
let’s remember all the grace behind us that allowed us to 
do, and be, and learn, and endure, and adapt, and hope 
more than we probably ever believed we could. 
So, what stones will you use to remind you of God’s 
grace over the last twelve months?  When our days of 
writing left-handed (or right-handed, if you’re a lefty)  
are over, how will you remember to thank God for being 
faithful?  Maybe you can write a prayer of gratitude 
and use it as a bookmark in your Bible.  Maybe you can 
make a list of all the blessings that you’ve received since 
last March.  Maybe you can create a work of art to hang 
on your wall.  Maybe you can plant a tree as a sign of 
hope.  Maybe you can, literally, find some actual stones 
and stack them in your backyard.  The important thing 
is to find meaningful ways to remind ourselves, in ages 
to come, of what God did for us in a difficult year.   
Let’s not be in such a hurry to move on that we forget  
to be grateful.     
May the peace of Christ be with you!            

Lee Canipe

SENIOR PASTOR
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Call 704.366.2784 or 
704.366.4030 plus extension 

Staff Member / Extension
Lee Canipe x 114

Carson Dean x 145
Martha Haigler x 112

Tim Hill x 123
Dane Jackson x 118

Blake Kendrick x 126
Amy Shoemaker x 141

Ursula Taylor x 135
Julia Wright x 140

Updated Office Hours
As we work to normalize routines after a year of  necessary quarantine, 
Providence is ensuring the health of  members and staff alike. Beginning 
Tuesday, April 6, the church offices will be open Tuesday - Thursday, 
9:00am - 4:00pm.  Administrative staff members will be on site to 
accept deliveries, support ministers, and accomplish other necessary 
tasks. No receptionist will be on duty. Church members are encouraged 
to email ministers or make an appointment for a socially distant meeting.  
(Masks are still required.) The most efficient way to contact a staff 
member is to call the main office and connect with his or her extension. 
(A partial list is to the right.)  Just dial either main phone line (listed to 

the right) and leave a message. We are 
checking voice mail frequently and will 
return your call as soon as possible.  
 (Please note the kitchen is following  
 guidelines set by health department  
	 officials	and	remains	closed	to	visitors.)

With in-person, 
indoor worship 
in the Sanctuary 
now underway, 
the Providence 
Covid-19 

Task Force met on March 18 to plan the next step in 
re-opening our campus.  Zoom meetings and outdoor 
gatherings remain the healthiest ways for us to be 
together.  The Task Force, however, also believes that, 
in light of  the latest guidance from public health 
authorities, we can begin making spaces on our campus 
available to groups that want to meet indoors on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

We have identified several larger rooms as suitable 
for indoor group meetings.  Given social distancing 
restrictions, the capacity for each room will be 
determined by that room’s square footage and will be 
clearly posted on the doors.  All groups using these 
indoor spaces will be asked to abide by the terms in 
the Providence Covenant for Regathering, which we 
introduced as part of  our return to the Sanctuary last 
month. These indoor spaces will be available beginning 
Tuesday, April 6, and should be reserved ahead of  time 
so that our operations team can be prepared to welcome 
groups.  To reserve a space, please contact Carson Dean 
at cdean@providencebc.org. 
 
Currently, the only indoor spaces open on Sunday 
morning are the Sanctuary, the Rotunda area, and 
the restrooms in the hallway leading to the Crouch 
Fellowship Hall.  The next step in our regathering 
process will be to resume indoor Sunday School on 

campus when classes for all age groups can meet 
again safely in their respective spaces.  With vaccines 
gradually becoming available now to more people—
and virus trends continuing to move in an encouraging 
direction—we hope that this next step will come sooner 
rather than later, enabling us to move forward together.  
Until then, Sunday School classes will continue to meet 
on Zoom and outdoors on campus. 

Finally, now that Providence has resumed worshiping 
together in our Sanctuary, the task force has begun 
working with our Congolese and Burmese partners 
to find appropriate indoor space for them to worship 
together again on our campus. Our hope is that these 
congregations can return to worship on our campus by 
the end of  the month.     

Moving Forward Together

Rooms Open By Reservation 
Eddins Room 

   (in the Nalley Missions Center)

Gordon Weekley Chapel
Sanctuary

Crouch Fellowship Hall
Upstairs Parlor 

   (above the Rotunda)

Activity Center Parlor
Conference Room
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, contact Kristen Hendrix at 704.366.4030x125 or khendrix@providencebc.org.

Dear Church Family,
In Ecclesiastes 3:1, we read, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven.”

After much thought and prayer, I believe it is now time for a new season in my life.   
I have enjoyed my work at Providence in serving as the Minister with Children and  
their Families for more than 18 years.  But now I feel a calling to a new phase of  my life.   
I am retiring, not from ministry, but from this position, effective July 31, 2021.

As I think about my season at Providence, I feel much gratitude.  You embraced Jay and our 
two young preschoolers with open arms when we arrived in 2003.  Those little boys are now 
young men!  You have shared the parenting journey with us and have loved and cared for 
Jackson and Jarrett.  For that, I will be forever indebted to you.    

It has been my joy to serve the children and their families in our congregation. I have loved celebrating births, 
dedicating babies, and watching the baptism of  many of  them as they chose to follow Christ.  I have enjoyed many 
children’s sermons, and I take delight that adults now respond with their own “Good morning, Mrs. Julia!”   
There have been camps, 18 years of  Bible Drill and Bible buddies, and lots of  fun times in Vacation Bible School.  

This has not been my work alone.  We have a host of  faithful volunteers who love our children and teach them about 
Jesus.  I am grateful for these volunteers who serve each and every week, who have worked to lay foundations of  faith 
in the lives of  our children.  Our church is a wonderful place for children because of  them.

Jay and I will continue to make Charlotte our home. And we look forward to worshipping and ministering  
with you in the days ahead.      
     Blessings,  

Hometown Nazareth
June 21 - 25 

For Children Rising  
K – 5th Grade Completed
 

Yes! We are planning this year’s  
Vacation Bible School, so come join the fun!

Registration is now open for our church family.  

providencebc2.org/vacation-bible-school-2021

Remember: Shopkeepers, storytellers, and musicians 
are needed, so volunteer today!  

Email Kristen Hendrix.
khendrix@providencebc.org

Julia Wright

Vacation Bible School
You may ask:  What is a Gaga pit?  A Gaga pit is a 20 
foot octagonal shaped “pit” where boys and girls play 
“Gaga Ball,” an energized form of  dodgeball. 
We have purchased the pit thanks to a special donation 
designated for the Children’s Ministry!  Many of  our 
children have played this game at school, parks, or 

camps.  This pit will 
be great for birthday 
parties (watch for 
more information 
coming soon) and 
outdoor play while 
at church. It will 
be located near the 
lower soccer field.  

(Special thanks to our Children’s Ministry Committee  
for	their	oversight	on	this	project.)

Gaga for Providence

A New Season
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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April 5 – 9 
School is closed for  
all Preschool students.

Spring Break

Friday, April 2 
The Weekday Education 
Ministry will be closed in 
observance of  Good Friday.

Good Friday
The Week of  the Young Child®  (April 12 -16) is a 
time to recommit ourselves to ensuring that each 
child experiences the type of  environment—at 

home, at school, and in the community—that will 
promote his or her early learning.  
Discover our daily WOYC themes!

Music Monday
When children sing, dance, and listen to music,  

they develop their language and early literacy skills. 

Tasty Tuesday
It’s about more than just cheese and crackers. 

Cooking together connects math with literacy skills, 
science, and more. With the rise in childhood obesity, 

we can encourage healthy nutrition at home  
and in the classroom. 

Work Together Wednesday
When children build together, they explore math  

and science concepts and develop their social  
and early literacy skills. 

Artsy Thursday
Think, problem solve, create! Children develop 

creativity, social skills and fine motor skills with open-
ended art projects where they can make choices,  

use their imaginations, and create with their hands. 

Family Friday
Engaging and 

celebrating families is at 
the heart of  supporting 
our youngest learners. 

Week of the Young Child

Wow!  It’s hard to believe it is April already.  The trees are budding, the flowers are blooming 
and so are our children.  The seeds have been planted, their confidence is growing, and 
their minds are blossoming with knowledge acquired during the school year. Spring!  It’s a 
beautiful time of  the year, but also a time when families tend to get very busy!  Children’s 
sports, end of  the year activities, and other obligations suddenly dominate our lives.  All of  
this can produce anxiety in parents as well as children. Slow down this spring and truly enjoy 
being outdoors with your children.  Research has proven that nature alleviates a great deal of  
anxiety in humans.  Enjoy watching your child play while you marvel at nature.

“We	need	to	find	God,	and	he	cannot	be	found	in	noise	and	restlessness.	God	is	the	friend	of	silence.	See	how	nature—trees, 
flowers,	grass—grows in silence; see the stars, the moon and the sun, how they move in silence … We need silence to be able to 
touch souls.”   Mother Teresa

From Ursula’s Desk

Ursula Taylor

Thursday, April 22 
Celebrate Earth Day, and 
teach your child about these 
earth-saving activities:

• Conserve water
• Pick up litter on a walk
• Recycle newspaper, cans and bottles
• Turn off lights when not in use

While you’re at it, read a book about this special day:
“The Earth Book”  Todd Parr
“It’s Earth Day” Mercer Mayer
“Thank You Earth”  April Pulley Sayre

Earth Day
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For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 or gmulley@providencebc.org.

Dane Jackson

Hang out with Dane  
after school  

Thursdays in April  
and enjoy a treat together!  

Sign-Up required.  
 

Go to the website for details. 

Driveway Hangouts
Thursdays at 4:00pm

Grab a frisbee and some friends and come enjoy a 
night of disc golf around the church campus.  

We’ll have music, snacks, and prizes! 
Visit the website for more details!

Disc Golf Night
April 18 at 5:00pm

Pick up your  
letter writing kits  

Sundays at church  
or contact Dane 
for free delivery!

April Letter Writing

Bring your family and something to sit on  
for a night of worship with Billy Hogge.  

Visit the website for more details!

Family Worship Night
April 25 at 7:00pm

Come bring toiletries for Families Forward  
and pick up a special Earth Day DIY gift package. 

Drive Through Event
April 21 at 5:30pm

Sanctuary Side

Enjoy mid-week hangouts. Catch up, play, share,  
and hear from God’s Word 

in a relaxed call with your friends.

Zoom Hangouts
Wednesdays at 5:00pm
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Blake Kendrick

Wednesday,  April 21
12:00pm

Don’t forget Blake’s Facebook LIVE event, 
where he’ll demonstrate how to make  

Homemade Tomato Soup with Smoked 
Gouda Grilled Cheese sandwiches.  

Maybe you’ll find inspiration for dinner! 

Mark your calendars for his last show: May 19!

Cooking with Kendrick
Use your baking skills for good! 

Be a part of  a meaningful ministry that delivers  
fresh baked bread to our 

homebound church members  
or those who need  

to be reminded 
of  God’s grace and comfort.  

You’re invited to join with Christ, 
Himself, who took bread, blessed it, broke it,  

and shared it with others. 

Contact Blake Kendrick.
bkendrick@providencebc.org

Bake a Loaf, Heal a Soul

Prayer and Study
Join us for a time of  prayer,  fellowship and study beginning Wednesday, April 21. 

For five weeks, Lee Canipe and Blake Kendrick will lead an outdoor prayer meeting. 
Meet on the Rotunda Green and bring your lawn chair. 

We’ll start at 6:30pm and spend some time in the Old Testament book of  Nehemiah.

Wednesday Bible Study

Have you heard of  “The 
Bible Project?”  This is 

an excellent resource for 
personal Bible study,  

or to share in a small group 
looking to dive  

deeper into scripture.   
I highly recommend The Bible Project’s “Church at 
Home” feature, which includes a podcast, original 
animations, and discussion questions.  The Bible 

Project is theologically sound, well-researched, and 
stunningly presented with original animations.

And best of  all, it’s totally FREE.

To learn more, visit     
bibleproject.com/church-at-home

The Bible ProjectA unique way to bless others.  

The Missions Committee is partnering with  
“Love Packages” to send gently-used, out-of-date  
Sunday School materials into the mission field.  

Love Packages is a non-profit ministry that sends over 
1,000 tons of  Bibles, out-of-date Sunday School books, and 

used devotional materials to English-speaking people all 
over the world.  This is a great way to “recycle” your 

gently-used Sunday school booklets.  

Want to participate? 
Drop off your gently used,  
out-of-date Sunday school 

booklets at the church. 

Look for the receptacle outside the Rotunda entrance. 

Contact Blake Kendrick.
bkendrick@providencebc.org

“Love Packages”

For more information about Adult Discipleship, contact Blake Kendrick at 704.366.4030x126 or bkendrick@providencebc.org.

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
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For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

Some of  the greatest hymns of  the church are those that become a part of  who we are.  
Simply put, they stay with us.  Many of  these great songs are full of  poetic, theological 
reflections on the human condition.  Like the psalms that preceded them, they give us a 
chance to pour out our very souls before God.  One of  my personal favorites is not always the 
easiest to sing, but its refrain is forever embedded in my DNA.

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: how great thou art!

During this pandemic, when we have been unable to sing together with our voices, we have 
relied on our souls to sing out.  Indeed, when we stand in the awesome presence of  God, all 
that we are should be lifted to God in adoration and praise.

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the works thy hands hath made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed.

Perhaps in the midst of  troubling times, we can step back and appreciate “all the works” that God has given to  
and through His creation.  Maybe we can even lift our voices AND our souls through this beautiful hymn.

Then Sings My Soul

Timothy Hill

May the peace of  Christ be with you.

MUSIC MINISTRY
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Mark Your Calendar

Rock Hunt
Saturday, April 3 

10:00am and 11:00am

Did you sign up? This year’s 
event is by reservation! Look in 
the churchwide Diaspora email 

for details and a link to register. 

In case of rain, the event will be cancelled.

Good Friday Worship
Friday, April 2 at Noon

Come reflect at the foot of the cross as we 
remember together Jesus’ last hours. Join us on the 

Front Lawn near Randolph Road. 
(Please	bring	your	lawn	chair.)

Easter Worship
Sunday, April 4

6:45am Sunrise at the Gazebo
(Please	bring	your	lawn	chair.)

8:00am in the Sanctuary
10:30am in the Sanctuary and Online

Come celebrate the risen Lord!

Maundy Thursday Worship
Thursday, April 1 at 7:00pm

Join us (on the Rotunda Green, weather permitting)  
for this special Communion service. 

(Please	bring	your	lawn	chair.)

Rock Hunt Volunteers Needed
Adults and Students!

Talk about an easy gig!  
Smile, welcome our 

friends and neighbors,  
and hand out prizes.  

Contact Katelyn DeVane at 704.366.4030x103  
if you can help with the Rock Hunt.

The Flowering Cross
A Providence Tradition

Spring has sprung, and 
your yard is sure to be 

colorful with  
nature’s beauty. 

Don’t forget to bring flowers 
from your garden  
to decorate our  

Easter cross! 
And remember, 

it’s a perfect backdrop 
for a family photo! 

HOLY WEEK AT PROVIDENCE
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A Financial Roadmap

The purpose of the Financial Roapmap is to provide 
the congregation a visual representation of how our 
financial giving at Providence keeps the work of 
the church going throughout the course of the year.  
The idea is to create awareness and provide greater 
transparency into how our tithes and offerings  
are used in support of the various ministries and 
missions of the church.
What this financial roadmap IS:  
This is an illustrative graphic of Providence Baptist 
Church’s financial road map for the year, with larger 
ministry costs and milestones clearly marked on the 
timeline, so church members can see what ministry 
events are being funded at a given time of the year.

What this financial roadmap IS NOT:  
This is NOT intended to represent the pattern with 
which Providence receives financial tithes or offerings; 
nor is it intended to represent the pattern with which  
our net cashflows are expected to occur.
This graphic will be updated 
periodically and shared with 
the congregation as we move 
throughout the course of the year.  
Please reach out to Stewardship 
Committee Co-Chairs  
Jonathan Bensch or Sheila 
Winborne if you have questions  
or would like clarification.

Cultivate	Generosity

Submitted by Jonathan Bensch
Stewardship Committee Co-Chair

The Providence congregation claimed and affirmed Providence Will as its guiding tenet to moving forward and 
serving God and His people. Providence Will places Cultivating Generosity at the forefront of  our mission and 
ministry. Throughout the year, our Stewardship Committee works to educate our members on the importance of  
Cultivating Generosity so that we can fulfill the call of  Christ in our church, in our neighborhood and in our world. 
Below you will find the committee’s 2021 Financial Roadmap, a visual designed to help us understand how our 
tithes and offerings are used throughout the year. 
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Women’s Fall Retreat
October 8-10

William Black Lodge
Black Mountain, NC

We had to cancel last year, but we are tentatively 
planning to try again THIS year! 

It’s our Women’s Fall Retreat. Join us as we breathe 
deeply together in the mountains of North Carolina. 

We have the dates and the space reserved, so mark it 
on your calendar.  Info about cost, speaker,  

and theme will be available soon!

Providence Endowment
Definition:		An	endowment	is	a	legal	structure	for	managing—and in many cases 
indefinitely	perpetuating—a	pool	of	financial	assets	for	a	specific	purpose	according	
to the donors.  

In 1986, several generous members of Providence Baptist Church 
established a General Endowment for our church.  Since then, property 
bequeathed to our church (usually through a will or in memory of or in 
honor of someone) with no donor specifications as to its use is deposited in 
this General Endowment Fund.  
At the end of 2020, our General Endowment Fund has grown to a value 
of $1,765,151.  According to our charter, the Endowment Committee is 
charged each year with growing the endowment principal and authorizing 
spending a portion of the earnings to cover needs that are not covered 
by the Providence Financial Plan for Missions and Ministry.  Using the formula in our charter (5% of the 5 
year average at year end value), this fund will make $70,299 available for Providence in 2021 to accomplish 
its goals and objectives.  Our charter requires that 50% of our spending be used for missions, which leaves 
approximately $35,000 for us to use for other needs.  
In addition to this general fund, Providence has 16 “named” endowments, each having specific identified 
and defined purposes.  Over the next few newsletters, I will highlight some of these specific endowments and 
report the grants awarded from each. 
At the end of 2020, the total of all our endowments was $3,027,366.  While it is wonderful to have this money 
for endowment grants, our needs are always greater than what is available.

Activity Center Hours
Our Activity Center is “open for business!”  

Come for a workout or a walk around the track on  
a rainy day.  Just get here—and get moving!

Activities Ministry Director Katelyn DeVane 
is ready for you! Check out the weekly church email 

for a link to signup for your workout.  
You can also contact her directly.

kdevane@providencebc.org

Minister on call: 
704.366.4030x147

Minister on Call
Although Covid-19 restrictions keep us from being 
PHYSICALLY present for our members, we can always 
be emotionally and spiritually present!  If  you have a need, 
please call the number below and be connected to one  
of  our ministers any time, day or night.

Submitted by Vivian Carroll
Endowment Committee Chair
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In Person and Online 

April 4
Communion 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

April 11
Acts 4:32-35

April 18
Luke 24:36b-48

April 25
Acts 4:5-12

May 2
1 John 4:7-21

Sunday Worship
Wednesday, April 21 

Sanctuary Side from 5:30pm - 6:30pm

It’s time to bless our missions partner Families 
Forward Charlotte! Bring in the following items for 

the April drive through event:
Bar Soap
Razors

Shaving Cream
Lip Balm

Liquid Hand Soap
Body Wash (full size)

Lotion (full size)
Deodorant
Bandaids

Feminine Products

Drive Through Blessing

Damaris Rivera celebrates her 
second year at Providence this 
month. She began as our part-
time receptionist, but is now our 
full-time church secretary.  She 
is warm and incredibly kind and 
we are blessed to have her. She 
has been in the hospital after a 
recent surgery and prayers are 
appreciated. We look forward to 
the time when she returns to us!

Staff Recognition

Damaris Rivera

Every year, under the capable and passionate leadership 
of  Dave Miller, Providence participates in the Charlotte 
CROP Walk to raise money to fight hunger in our city. 
Thanks to YOU, Providence was recently recognized as 
being the “Cream of  the CROP.” 
We are one of  CROP 
Walk’s top 100 
fundraisers in the 
COUNTRY, coming in 
at 35th! We received a 
letter of  commendation 
and a certificate 
thanking us for our 
efforts! Together, we are 
working to end hunger 
and poverty around the 
world! We ARE making  
a difference!

Cream of the CROP

We welcome Latoya Harris to 
the Providence hospitality staff. 
Better known as “Tee,” she is a 
Charlotte native and brings a ready 
attitude, bright personality and 
experience to our kitchen from her 
work with several restaurants in 
the Charlotte area. Tee has a five-
year-old son to keep up with, so her 
work is not done when she leaves 
our campus. We look forward to 
days when masks are removed and we can see her 
warm smile. Once we open back up, take a moment 
to introduce yourself and get acquainted with her!

New Hire

Latoya “Tee” Harris

Dave Miller

Many thanks to those who participated 
in the March event. We provided paper 

products to 40+ families, along with 
more than $600 in gift cards. 

Together, we continue to Bless Charlotte! 

Bless Charlotte

SUNDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS
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Wednesday, April 14 
7:00pm

Stay active and 
connected by 
participating 
 in our Q2  
conference.  

This meeting will be online via Zoom, so watch for 
the link in the churchwide “Diaspora” email. 

Q2 Conference

April has arrived and with it spring and Easter. That means more special events for our 
Providence PrimeTimers! We hope everyone enjoyed the special presentation in March, 
“Saint Patrick, the Celts and the Scottish Isles,” presented by Blake Kendrick. 

We are excitedly making plans for upcoming months as we look toward the future and 
a more open atmosphere as we put Covid-19 in the rearview mirror. Stay tuned for 
information about our May event, which will be a road trip to McGill Rose Garden, 
“Charlotte’s Hidden Gem,” located on North Davidson Street. Transportation and time  
of  event is being finalized. Details will be published in the May edition of  Connections.  
For now, save Thursday, May 20 on your calendar so that you can enjoy the gardens with 
your PrimeTimer friends.

Looking several months into the future, we are planning a PrimeTimers’ overnight trip for December.   
This roadtrip will be to the South Carolina Lowcountry December 2 – 4. Join us for this “ADVENTure” to Moncks 

Corner and Charleston, South Carolina. Take a luxurious motor coach 
for your afternoon drive to Moncks Corner. On arrival, check-in for 
your two-night stay at the Moncks Corner Inn (20 rooms). Highlights 
of  the trip will include roundtrip motor coach transportation, 2 nights 
with breakfast daily, a visit to the Charleston City Market Place, an 
afternoon Charleston Harbor cruise, and a visit to the Mepkin Abbey 
International Creche Festival. We will meet at Providence at 12:30pm 
on Thursday and return to Providence on Saturday at 5:30pm. Cost is 
$219.00 per person/double occupancy or $310.00 per person/single 
occupancy. (Triple & Quad rates are available.)  Sign up instructions 

and a full brochure will be available on Realm Thursday, April 15th. Need more info or a printed brochure?  
Call Wilna Eury at 704.553.2615.

PrimeTimers’ Upcoming Special Events

PrimeTimers’ Pilgrimage
Thursday, April 15

11:00am
Enjoy some much anticipated fellowship as we 
pilgrimage around the Providence Campus.  

After our leisurely stroll, we will return 
to the Gazebo for a light snack.

RSVP by Monday, April 12th. 
704.366.4030x111

Questions? Call Wilna Eury. 
704.553.2615

An	exhibit	from	the	 
Mepkin	Abbey	Creche	Festival

McGill	Rose	Garden

Submitted by Wilna Eury
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Hunter Chandley Espinola 
was born February 24. 
He is the son of  Jon and 
Lauren Espinola and 
the brother of  Roman 
and Oriana.

Welcome Baby

• Jon Hendrix’s mother, 
Robin Hendrix (3.7)

• Dan Simon (3.10)
• Tracey Hall’s 

stepfather,  
David Harrison

In Sympathy

Julio and Caroline (Gaskin) Cuellar 
dedicated their baby girl Valentina Joy 

Cuellar on March 14. Proud Providence 
grandparents are Bob and Donna Gaskin.

Dedication of Life

Did You Know?
We have nine Stephen Ministers at 
Providence Baptist Church; two of which 
are Stephen Leaders. The Stephen Ministry 
Program began in 2019 when individual lay 
people at Providence expressed an interest 
in becoming trained Stephen Ministers. 
The mission is to provide high-quality, 
one-to-one, Christ-centered care to people 
in our congregation and the community 
experiencing life difficulties. The Stephen 
Ministers are able to spend precious time 
with individuals during their time of need. 
Our Stephen Ministers have each been 
prayerfully matched with Care Receivers and generally spend about one hour per week connecting with their  
Care Receiver.  The relationship is extremely confidential, so much so that Stephen Ministers do not discuss 
personal issues of the relationship with other Stephen Ministers or Stephen Leaders. 

The Bible tells us to “bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2, NRSV). 

Should you be interested in Stephen Ministry, contact Martha Haigler. 
mhaigler@Providencebc.org or 704.608.7947
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   Many preschools and daycares across the country 
are closed—still—due to the Covid-19 pandemic. But 
Providence Weekday Education Ministry is not one of  
them. Our Weekday Ministry is one of  the few centers 
that re-opened after being closed for several weeks last 
year. Why were we able to re-open when others are still 
waiting?  It’s thanks to the dedication and perseverance 
of  our Weekday Education Ministry staff.
   Early on, Director Ursula Taylor developed plans, laid 
out expectations, coached teachers, imagined creative 
avenues for interaction, and designed a new way forward 
during an unprecedented time in early childhood 
education. Thanks to the hard work and ingenuity of  
her staff, our Weekday Ministry has been continuously 
serving our children, our families and our community 
since June of  last year. 
   During those early pandemic weeks as everything was 
still closed, our teachers “taught” remotely. They made 
videos so that they could continue to connect with their 
children. They sang songs and danced around their own 
homes (on camera) so their little ones would feel some 
sense of  normalcy in the midst of  the lockdown. They 
checked in with their families to let them know they were 
cared for, even though they were separated.
   Then it came time to re-open. There was a window 
of  opportunity, when Mecklenburg County Health 
Department, preschool licensing groups and other 
governing bodies announced that childcare centers 
could open—but only in the most secure environment. 
Thanks to her immense preparation, Ursula was ready, 
and we were given the green light to invite children  
back into the building.
   What did it take? Creativity. Our staff had to 
reimagine what a normal day looked like from the 
time the first children toddled into the building in the 
early morning until the last ones left for the evening. 
New cleaning processes had to be implemented. 
Schedules had to be reworked to accommodate isolating 
classrooms. Daily procedures had to be created, so that 
contact with others was limited. With all the changes 
and health guidelines, parents were not allowed in the 
building. Even now, parents drop off their children at the 

front door so 
that exposure 
is limited. And 
that’s just the 
“operations” 
side of  things; 
that’s not to 
mention the 
“people” side 
of  ministry.
   
 

To help parents 
feel connected, 
the staff has gotten 
creative and hosted 
outdoor events 
so that parents 
could be involved, 
even though they 
couldn’t actually be 
in the classroom. 
During our “Winter 
Wonderland” in 
December, parents 
spent time with their 
children outside, creating crafts, dancing, and laughing.    
   Other events were meant for the children, like the 
recent St. Patrick’s Day parade. Children walked (or 
toddled or ran) around the horseshoe at the back of  
campus in their various shades of  green (and leprechaun 
hats), laughing and squealing all the way. Events like 
these teach our preschool children that the rhythm of  
life continues, even though it might “feel” different. 
And our Weekday Ministry staff has accomplished all 

this while stepping 
into an environment 
full of  new rules 
and regulations that 
didn’t exist even a few 
months ago. This is 
the true meaning  
of  adaptability. 
     The world didn’t 
ask for a pandemic, 
but one came all the 
same. Every single 
person has been 
affected in some way 
or another, including 

those with preschoolers. The need for Christian 
compassion and care during this time has been great 
for our Weekday families. And these needs were met, 
thanks to Ursula and her staff. It’s called the Providence 
Weekday Education Ministry because it’s not just a 
school. It’s not just a daycare. It is indeed a ministry.  
And that has been proven over and over again by how  
it has impacted this church and our community. 

Thank you, Ursula, Kim, Crystal, Shelia and countless 
teachers and assistants, for loving on our children,  
for remaining steadfast in your professionalism and  
your care, and for your dedication to serving God  
during this pandemic. You were planted in some pretty 
rocky soil, but you bloomed anyway.  And, all the while, 
you helped us do the same.

The MINISTRY of Weekday Education

The	Dream	Team:	Crystal	Williams,	Shelia	
Mitchell-Sasser,	Kim	Gray	and	Ursula	Taylor

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Our Winter Wonderland Event



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is May 1, 2021.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Friday, April 16th. 
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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Good Friday Worship
Friday, April 2 at 12:00pm  
Front Lawn

Q2 Conference 
Wednesday, April 14 at 7:00pm
Zoom

Easter Worship
Sunday, April 4 
Gazebo at 6:45am, Sanctuary at 8:00am/10:30am

Rock Hunt
Saturday, April 3 at 10:00am and 11:00am 
Activity Center - by reservation only


