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Since the early weeks of March, 
we have been slowly regathering 
at Providence—first for worship 
together, then for indoor group 
meetings, Vacation Bible School, 
a church conference, and other 
opportunities for people to get 

reacquainted after being separated for so long.  It’s been 
fun to reconnect with friends and be reminded of how 
life-giving it is for us to spend time with one another—
not only as friends, but as brothers and sisters in Christ.    

As we head into August, it’s time for us to take the next 
step forward, from regathering to re-engaging. 

What do I mean by that?  Well, if regathering was 
about coming together again, then this next step of 
re-engaging will be about growing together again—as 
learners, teachers, servants, leaders, caregivers, and 
active members of this body of Christ that we call 
Providence.  Simply showing up is the vital first step, 
but as the apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians, it’s not 
the only step.  For the body to build itself up in love as 
the Lord intends, each part must be working properly.  
That’s how healthy spiritual growth happens.

And the truth is, it’s been a while since we last had the 
chance to step up and work together, using our gifts 
and talents to promote the body’s growth and build it 
up in love.  It’s been a while since we’ve had nursery 
babies to rock, eager children to teach, energetic 
students to chaperone, meals to serve, choirs to join, 
faith formation classes to attend, and mission projects 
to support.  It’s been a while since we were last given 
opportunities to invest ourselves in the holy work of 
blessing others and being blessed by others—giving and 
receiving in the name of Jesus—so that we might grow 
together in love.

In some ways, the break from all the busyness and 
routine was nice.  At the same time, though, it was also 
hard.  We discovered just how vital it is for our spiritual 

health that we be engaged with an active community  
of faith.    

Some of us have taken advantage of this time apart to 
re-evaluate how best to put our gifts to work for God’s 
glory at Providence.  Instead of being stretched too 
thin by making too many commitments, we’ve decided 
to focus more of our time and effort making a bigger 
impact in fewer places.  That’s healthy.  

Others of us have realized during this time that we’ve 
been punching well below our weight and not making 
the most of the gifts we’ve been given.  Instead of 
remaining on the sidelines, we’ve decided—maybe  
for the first time—to step forward when our talents 
are needed, to volunteer when our abilities can make 
a difference, and accept invitations to serve when they 
come our way.  Again, that’s healthy.        

The bottom line is: We’re all a bit rusty.  We’ve been  
on the shelf for more than a year, and now it’s time  
for us to re-engage as members of Christ’s body, each 
one of us working properly to build up this church in 
love.  I’ve been encouraged—but not surprised—at how 
faithful our financial giving has been over the last year 
and a half.  We’ve been generous with our treasure.  
Now, let’s be generous with our talent and our time  
as well.  

An engaged church is a growing church, and I trust 
that Paul is right when he tells us that the Lord has 
already equipped us with what we need in this season 
of re-engagement.  It will take some time to shake the 
rust off—but we’ll begin by showing up to connect with 
one another, and then stepping up to serve with one 
another.  With God’s help, I am confident that we can 
do this.  I look forward to seeing you often and seeing 
you re-engaged!

May the peace of Christ be with you!

The Next Vital Step

Lee Canipe

But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from 
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 
working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.  Ephesians 4:15-16

SENIOR PASTOR
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Call 704.366.2784 or 
704.366.4030 plus extension 

Staff Member / Extensions

After many months of  separation due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the month of  August finally brings with it the 
opportunity to regather for fellowship, faith formation 
classes, sports, and more. 

In the space where—for more than a year—we were 
forced to restrict our gatherings, we are now shouting 
from the rooftops to “Come one, come all!” 

Beginning with the CBF Annual Gathering in late 
August, the Providence Campus will be back to  
our typical schedule!

Come One, Come All!

Contact Us

August 26 - 27
Providence Campus 

The Providence campus will come alive at the end  
of August when we host the CBF NC/SC gathering  
of the General Assembly!  Register for this event at:

cbf.net/general-assembly

(The schedule can be found at cbf.net/charlotte2021.)

CBF NC/SC Gathering

Dyanna Blackwell x 110
Lee Canipe x 114
Diann Clark x 122
Carson Dean x 145

Katelyn DeVane x 103
Kim Gray x 129

Martha Haigler x 112
Kristen Hendrix x 125

Tim Hill x 123

Caitie Jackson x 121
Dane Jackson x 118

Blake Kendrick x 126
Debra Motsinger x 119
George Mulley x 116

Amy Shoemaker x 141
Summer Sneed x 127
Ursula Taylor x 135

Welcome Back Home!
Welcome back to Sunday mornings!!

Sunday, August 29
9:00am Rotunda

 
Food, fellowship  
and Bible study  

are HERE!

Although doughnuts, fruit and coffee will be 
available, the BIGGEST draw will be seeing  

your church family together again!

Meet at 9:00am and enjoy some yummy 
refreshments. Then head to your  
faith formation class at 9:15am.  

• Preschoolers / Children: Parents will receive  
a postcard with new class assignments.

• Students: Go to the Chapman Youth Room. 
• Adults: See Blake Kendrick  

for a map of  new classroom assignments.

We can’t WAIT to see you!

Walker Burroughs 
Thursday, August 26 

7:00pm  - Providence Campus 

Walker Burroughs,  singer/
songwriter and Top 8 

American Idol alumni, will be 
offering a free concert as part 
of the CBF NC/SC gathering 

of the General Assembly  
at Providence.  

Registration is required.

In Concert!
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, contact Kristen Hendrix at 704.366.4030x125 or khendrix@providencebc.org.

Fall Kick Off

It is with deep gratitude in my heart that I come to the end of my ministry journey with you.  
Jay and I arrived at Providence in 2003 with two young preschoolers.  From the beginning, 
you welcomed us with open arms and remained faithful in sharing the joy of ministry with us.  
Through these years, Jackson and Jarrett have learned about ministry from the example of a 
good, healthy, strong congregation.  For that we are grateful.  Know that I will take with me 
many memories of our time together.  Memories of laughter, hugs, and good times.  As is normal 
in any congregation, I will also carry a few memories of painful and difficult times.  But through 
it all, God has sustained us and brought us now to this new chapter in the journey.  

As I have said earlier, ministry continues with retirement.  With your help and blessing, I hope 
to continue to contribute to God’s kingdom through Providence.  I plan to continue loving God’s 

children—specifically three-year-olds in our Weekday Education Ministry. 
 
The words of Paul in Philippians 1:2-5 speak the prayer of my heart.  “Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.”  Blessings,

Julia Wright

A Heart Full of Gratitude

Wednesday, September 1
5:00pm – 7:00pm

 
Join us for an evening of  fun and fellowship as
we reach new heights together!  We will have 

food from local food truck vendors.  
Bring picnic blankets and chairs with you, too! 

Let’s kick this thing off right!

1st Grade Bible Presentation
Sunday, September 12

10:30am 

We look forward to giving our first 
graders their own copy of  the Bible 

during morning worship!

The Children’s Committee threw a marvelous retirement celebration for Mrs. Julia on Sunday, July 25. Below are some photos from the event.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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Thursday, September 2
6:15pm

Sanctuary

We will meet briefly in the Sanctuary to go over 
general information. Then we will give families an 
opportunity to meet 
the teachers where 
classroom specific 
information will be 
given.  We are not 
offering childcare 
during this event. 

We look forward to seeing you 
for our family orientation!

From Mrs. Ursula’s Desk

For more information about the Weekday Ministry, contact Kimberly Gray at 704.366.4030x129 or kgray@providencebc.org.

Summer is in full swing, and many of  us are hitting the road for the beach, family vacations, and 
other potentially fun and far-off destinations.  As the summer travel season kicks into high gear, 
don’t forget these summer safety tips:
1. Protect skin from the sun. 

Apply sunscreen 15-30 minutes before your child heads outside.
2. Drink enough water. 

Be sure to keep cool water or sports drinks with you when you are outside and keep  
your child drinking at least every 20 minutes. 

3. Avoid bug bites. 
To avoid bug bites, apply insect repellent before spending time outdoors, avoid using heavily scented soaps or 
lotions, and cover arms and legs as much as possible. 

4. Be conscientious when food is outside. 
The Food and Drug Administration recommends never leaving food out in 90-degree weather for more than an 
hour and under that temperature, no more than two hours.

5. Keep watch to prevent drowning. 
Actively supervise children at all times when in or around water, regardless of  if  it’s a sand and water table, a 
wagon with water from last night’s rain, or an actual backyard pool.

6. Check for car safety. 
Make sure your child’s car seat is properly fitted before hitting the road for a family vacation. Never leave a child 
unattended in a car. The temperature inside a car can rise quickly, and just a few minutes can be the difference 
between life and death. 

Ursula Taylor

Weekday Ministry Sunday
Sunday, August 8

10:30am

Please join us as the 
TEAM is recognized  

and prayed  
for during our  

morning worship.  

We are believing God for an outstanding year.   

Family Orientation

Weekday Closed
September 2 and 3

Teacher Workday – 
Professional Development
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During the week of July 5-9, our Student Ministry hosted a week of “Night Camp” for students 
who have completed 6th-12th grades. This was in response to cancelling both Passport camp 
and the annual high school mission trip due to ongoing COVID-19 concerns.
 
Throughout the week, students and adults engaged in Bible study, worship, prayer, games 
and service projects. These projects included writing cards to church members, neighborhood 
beautification, packing meals for some of Charlotte’s homeless population, and cleaning our 
church’s vans.
 
The theme of camp was “Know God” and we talked about the unique and sometimes 
unexpected things we can do to truly know God better, specifically surrounding creation, 
prayer, evangelism, and worship. This theme and it’s corresponding teachings, prayer 
experiences, and small group studies helped students grow in their faith.

 
Since travel was not an option this year, this camp was designed to bring our students together in a safe manner that 
still fulfilled the priorities of our Providence Will strategic plan. I know that being together (in person) as a Student 
Ministry was life giving for all involved. You can view the highlights of the week on the Student Ministry’s YouTube 
page. A link is available on the website.

For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 or gmulley@providencebc.org.

Nights to Remember

Dane Jackson

Wednesday, 
August 25

6:00pm

Rising 6th grade students 
and parents are invited to 

an “Ice Cream Social Meet & Greet” with Dane and 
some current students in the Chapman Youth Room. 
Come, ask questions, and look around the space before 
the start of the new year (August 29). This will be a 
small gathering intended to make parents and students 
feel comfortable during the transition. Join us.  
We want to welcome you!

Rising 6th Grade Event

Sunday, August 1
1:00pm

Students are in for a fun 
day at Carowinds!  Tickets 
are only $20/student and 
pre-registration is required. 

Carowinds
Sunday, August 15

1:00pm
Students, join us for a 
day of adventure at the 
US National Whitewater 
Center. Drop off is at the 
main gate at 1:00pm and 

pick up is at 7:15pm. Tickets are only $20/student. 
Deadline to register is Wednesday, August 11th.  
Students, bring money for food!

Whitewater Center

Sundays, 
August 8 and 22

5:00pm

Meet at the Gazebo  
for our student Bible  

study summer series. We will meet “rain or shine”  
at the Gazebo.

Student Bible Study
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For more information about the College Ministry, contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

Our Providence family is praying for safe travels, for focus on your studies, and for 
fellowship with new and continued friendships. To our College Ministry families, 
know that the prayers of your faith community are with you and your family during 
this exciting time of transition!  

Please send your current school address for cards and care packages to  
Caitie Jackson at cjackson@providencebc.org.

Prayers for Our College Students

Caitie Jackson
A prayer for students as they begin their studies:
Lord and Teacher, 
As we prepare for the coming of a new semester, 
make us ready, attentive, and available to hear you.
Thank you for the gift of being able to rise each day 
with the assurance that you walk through it with us. 
Thank you for the gifts of creativity and uniqueness, 
and the energy to put them to good use.
May all that we are today, and may all of our 
encounters, reflections, frustrations, and failings be 
placed in your hands. May the work we do and the 
way we do it, bring new hope and new life to all we 
come in contact with this semester. Amen.
 Adapted from Xavier University’s “A New Semester” 

A prayer for parents of college students:
God of life and love, 
Help us as we reshape our lives and show us new ways to be 
present to each other in love and in trust. Give me patience 
and help me to remember that my child is establishing new 
routines and boundaries in freedom. Strengthen and protect 
my child in the midst of the challenges and temptations 
which surround all students. Help me to give support and 
confidence, to discern how I am needed now, and to pass on 
a measure of the strength and courage you have given me 
in the gift of parenting. Amen.
 Adapted from Marquette University’s “A Parent’s Prayer”

Students spent an 
afternoon freshening 
up the Little Free 
Pantry and the Little 
Free Library. 
This mission 
project continues to 
Engage Cotswold 
throughout the year.

High School 
graduates were 
welcomed into  
the College 
Ministry at a 
Charlotte Knights 
baseball game.

We showed our 
appreciation to 
our awesome 
college students 
who volunteered 
for Vacation Bible 
School by offering a 
fellowship lunch.

Our college 
graduates took  
a leadership role  
in worship on 
“College Graduate 
Sunday” in May.

That’s a Wrap!
This summer our college students had fun together, served together, prayed together and learned together. 
Below are some photos of our fabulous time spent with each other.

COLLEGE MINISTRY
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After a long season of  separation, it is finally time for us to regather, reconnect, and reengage 
in faith formation on Sunday mornings at Providence Baptist Church.  We have Zoomed, 
kept our distance, and waited patiently for well over a year.  But on Sunday, August 29th, 
at long last—Providence Baptist Church will return to in-person discipleship for all ages on 
Sunday mornings.  It is time to return to our Sunday morning routines 
that nurture and sustain our faith.  Faith formation classes will reconvene,  
and some classes will be meeting in new locations on our church campus.  
So stay tuned for a handy map that will help you find your spiritual home 
here with us. 

Welcome back.  May the peace of  Christ be with you!   

For more information about Adult Discipleship, contact Blake Kendrick at 704.366.4030x126 or bkendrick@providencebc.org.

Blake Kendrick

Mark your calendars!  The Thursday morning Adult Bible Study will return 
on September 9, 2021, at 11:00am in the Eddins Room of  the Nalley Missions 
Center.  On that day, we’ll finally return to gathering in-person for the first time 
since March 2020.  

We’ll spend 10 sessions in the Old Testament book of  Isaiah.  Isaiah was an 
important prophet who preached about faithfulness to God and preparing for God’s Messiah.  This study will 
inspire us and prepare us for the glory and wonder of  Advent.  Adults of  all ages are invited, so plan to join us  
every Thursday at 11:00am. 

Thursday Bible Study Returns!

Sunday, August 1
Immediately following worship

Bring your personal concerns for a time of  prayer 
and healing.  Simply, come forward immediately 
following worship to have prayer, to be anointed  
with oil, and to receive a blessing.  

A pastor will be 
waiting for you. 
Instructions will  
be given during  
the “Benediction.”  

Questions? Contact Blake Kendrick.

“Go in Peace” Prayer Time
In June, we covered “the early church” during our virtual 
summer study series “Great Cloud of Witnesses.” In July, 
we looked toward the Middle Ages.  In August, we will 
be exploring the Reformation as we look at the saints and 
pioneers of our Christian heritage.  

New installments are posted twice a month on our “Adult 
Studies” tab on our website. Watch and learn with us! 
 

Summer Discipleship Series

August 11 and 25 - “The Reformation”
at providencebc.org/adult-studies.

Like last summer, this is a virtual only series.  
That means that you can watch it any time, any where! 

Contact Blake Kendrick.

Back At It

Make Disciples

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
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For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

Formal music notation is full of  many wonderful terms and symbols.  In short, they help us navigate 
the musical score, giving specific instruction to the singer or instrumentalist.  Many of  the terms 
we use come from the Italian language, but some have crept into the English vernacular over the 
years.  Most know that forte means loud, accelerando to speed up, crescendo to increase volume, 
etc., but what about dal segno, or D.S. as it is most often seen?  This navigation marker is also from 
the Italian and means “from the sign,” and is usually followed by al Coda (“to the tail”).  When 
encountered in the musical score, dal segno al Coda prompts us to return to the sign (    ), to then 
proceed to the Coda (    ), and ultimately to the completion of  the song.  The musical roadmap 
allows composers and editors to save space on the page, as entire sections can be omitted or jumped 
when taking the Coda.

As we continue to emerge from the devastation of  a global pandemic, what signs might we return to?  What markers 
exist in our lives that will allow us to clearly see a new roadmap ahead?  And as we return to them, are there sections 
that can now be omitted as we move towards our own Codas?  

No doubt, our time apart has allowed us to reflect deeply on what it means to be the Church.  Now, as we reengage 
with one another through worship and programming, I pray God will give us the vision to find the signs—those 
traditions and landmarks that have made us who we are.  As we find them, may God also grant us the wisdom and 
courage to move forward in a way that welcomes and invites others to participate on the journey.  Our Coda is yet  
to be written, but with God’s help, it will be a glorious symphony!

May the peace of  Christ be with you.

D.S. al Coda

Timothy Hill

Each Sunday, volunteers and staff work diligently behind the scenes to produce high-quality audio and video  
for both in-person and livestream worship.  Perhaps you’re interested in joining a team—training is available!  
Contact Tim for more information at thill@providencebc.org or 704.366.4030x123.

Worship Support Teams

As summer begins to close and we resume work and school schedules, I invite you 
to D.S. al Choir … that is, get back to Choir!  This fall, be on the lookout for the 
different ensembles and programs offered through our Music Ministry and take it 
as a sign to join us.  From children to senior adults, there are numerous ways  
in which you can plug in to music and worship at Providence, so don’t wait!   
Let’s make music together—all are welcome!

D.S. al Choir

MUSIC AND WORSHIP MINISTRY
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The search committee for the Minister with Children and their Families 
wants to thank the Providence family for giving us this wonderful opportunity 
to serve.  We began meeting in early June and have continued through the 
summer months.  Our first steps were to get to know each other and to create 
a timeline for our search process.  Then, we determined who would occupy 
the positions of  chair (Kristy Thomas), vice-chair (David Eskew), and scribe 
(Lauren Stroupe).  Next, we began the process of  developing survey questions so that we could provide families and 
individuals in our church community the opportunity to share their ideas regarding this ministry. 
 
After developing the survey questions, we hosted a listening session for parents of  children and preschoolers and we 
sent out the survey to the congregation via email.  Our next step is to use the responses we gathered to develop a profile 
for the position that we can share with candidates.  These are exciting days and we ask for prayers for the committee, 
for the process, for the next Minister with Children and Families, and for the children and families of  Providence as we 
continue our search for the right person to fill this important position.  

Minister Search Committee

Submitted by Kristy Thomas
Search Committee Chair

Spend a few precious moments with God. 

Call Bill Caldwell at 704.553.2615.

Prayer Vigil
Saturday, August 28

Gordon Weekley 
Chapel

8:00am - 12:00pm
Come. Sit. Listen.

August Sermon Scripture
August 1 - 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a

August 8 - Ephesians 4:25-5:2

August 15 - 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14

August 22 - 1 Kings 8:22-30, 41-43

August 29 - Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

How We Get There
While we search for our next Minister with Children and their Families, we are grateful to have 
Kristen Hendrix providing steady leadership for our Children’s Ministry.  Kristen has served 
as our Children’s Ministry Associate for five years and, as Julia Wright has said on countless 
occasions, she “knows this ministry backwards and forwards.”  It is indeed a blessing to have this 
kind of  continuity for our children and their families during this interim period. 

Just as George Mulley, our Student Ministry associate, did in the months before Dane Jackson 
joined our ministry staff as Minister with Students, Kristen will be at the church more often than 
usual and will be supervised by Lee Canipe.  She will also be relying on the assistance and support 
of  the Children’s Ministry Committee to keep things moving forward in a smooth fashion. 

Want to help Kristen, support our ongoing ministry to children, and ensure that our next Minister with Children 
and their Families steps into a program that continues to thrive?  If  so, then NOW is the time to volunteer to serve 
our little ones as a teacher or a caregiver in our Children’s Ministry.  Jesus encourages us to let the little children 
come to him—so let’s be there to help welcome them!

Kristen Hendrix
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
Being a member of the Missions Committee for three years, and acting as the current chair, 
is honestly the most gratifying experience I have had in my 13 years at Providence Baptist 
Church. When I was originally asked to serve, I recall being honored, but at the same time 
apprehensive. I was apprehensive of the time commitment and worried that I didn’t have 
enough knowledge of the Providence Missions Committee responsibilities to be a valuable 
member of the group. Walking into my first meeting I was nervous, which looking back, 
makes me chuckle. I was met with a group of welcoming people who were committed to 
bettering not only the city we live in, but also mission programs around the world. 

There are so many highlights that I could reflect upon over the past three years but I would say 
the biggest joy is getting to know an amazing group of people that I might otherwise not have crossed paths with. 
Just to name a few: sweet Penny Hewett and the awesome work that she does with the WMU, my chair mentor 
Mike Arim and the fantastic work that he does with Families Forward, kind David Pyatt who is always there to 
offer an encouraging word of wisdom, and the comedic yet extremely supportive team of Blake [Kendrick] and 
Dane [ Jackson]. 

Another highlight and true blessing was being able to, for the first time in history, fully fund all mission grant 
requests! What a privilege to be able to support our community (and beyond) with these gifts made possible by the 
congregation of Providence.  The Missions Committee truly is a fulfilling committee to serve on and an important 
committee in the life of our congregation. Being able to spread joy, stewardship and the word of the Lord through 
service and monetary support is an honor.

Different Ways to Serve

Submitted by June Hall,  Missions Committee Chair

June Hall

The Nominating Committee is working to educate the people of Providence about the many ways to be involved in serving the church and 
our community. For the next several months, members from each committee will be offering a glimpse into their experiences, so that you, 
too, can know where you can serve best. Watch for videos linked in the weekly Diaspora email and for newsletter articles like this one!

Submitted by  Wilna Eury,  Senior Adult Committee Chair

Greetings from Senior Adult Committee
A “BIG” THANK YOU to the *29* who turned out for our annual 
senior adult “Summer Bingo Game” on Thursday, July 15th in the Nalley 
Missions Center. The room was a-buzz with everyone catching up on 
events during the last year. Each attendee found a “bubble” stick at their 
seat, and when we started playing bingo the winners won a “Charleston 
Chew” that had directions on how to make s’mores using the microwave. 
After all games were played, everyone went home with a “Charleston 
Chew” and a homemade brownie (regardless of winning or not).

Looking ahead, mark your calendar 
for our PrimeTimers’ luncheon on 
Thursday, September 16th at 11:45am in the Crouch Fellowship Hall.  
Diann Clark will entertain us with a repertoire of our “Favorite Old Fashioned 
Hymns.” If you have a request for Diann, contact Wilna Eury (wilna.eury@att.
net or  704.553.2615). RSVP information will be in the September Connections.
Our two night “SC Lowcountry ADVENTure” tour leaving Thursday, 
December 2nd has limited seats remaining. If you are interested, check out our 
brochure on Realm or contact Wilna and she will mail you a brochure.
Enjoy the rest of the summer!

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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Women’s Fall Retreat
Tenacity and Hope: 

Tending Faith in the 
Unknown

October 8-10
William Black Lodge

Black Mountain, NC
How do we move with tenacity into spaces of hope  

in our lives and the life of the world?  
You are invited to a time of tending, restoration, 

 and discovery in this retreat as we look at walking  
with God through the unknown.

Our speaker is Dr. Heidi Miller.  She is a warm soul with a 
passion for helping others discover God’s truth and love. 

Cost: $225/single or $185/double
Sign up NOW. 

For more information, or to sign up,  
contact Summer Sneed.

ssneed@providencebc.org

Our Friendship Garden is producing a bounty that is 
Blessing Charlotte far and wide! If you haven’t seen 
the garden, just drive around to the rear of the campus 
near the entrance to the Nita Moss Children’s Building.  
You will see a lush green area filled with multi-colored 

fruit and vegetables ripe for the picking. 
Our garden provides fresh produce 

for Friendship Trays/Loaves & 
Fishes. Here’s our latest “haul:”

77 pounds of potatoes
8 pounds of garlic

25 pounds of tomatoes
13 pounds of greens  

(kale & chard) 

Garden Goodies

We need more “worker bees!”
Can you spare an hour here 

(or an hour there) to pull weeds? 
Contact Leslie Jones to help.

lcjones731@gmail.com | 
704.562.9710

Realm is the greatest tool  
you didn’t know you had!

Realm is a ministry tool just for our church.  
It offers many great features, allowing members to 
find other member information, check out committee 
assignments and view upcoming events.  Members 
can also see their giving statements and make  
online gifts. 

So, how do YOU start using this great tool?   
Contact the church office. We will send you an  
email invitation to create a Realm account. There is 
a link at the bottom of the email. Click the link and  
it will take you to the “Create an account” page.  
Our church logo is on the page.  The Link is 
active for 24 hours. 
Once you have your account set up, you can return to 
your Realm account online at www.onrealm.org, 
or download the Realm app on your smart phone.  

Here’s how to download the app: 

1. The first step is to get the Realm app, so 
DOWNLOAD it  from the APP Store. 

2. Type in “REALM” in the APP Store search box  
and look for “CONNECT - Our Church.”  
The icon looks like this:

3. Then, click the “GET” box and download the app.

4. First things first, set up your profile.  
You can add as much or as little information as you like.  
 (You can update it at any time.) 

5. Questions? Call us. We can help. 

You can even make payments through the Realm app. 
Say you want to pay for your PrimeTimers’ luncheon.  
Use the app. Sending your student to summer camp?  
Pay through the app. Use the app!  Questions? 

Amy Shoemaker | 704.366.4030x141.

The Realm Advantage

Bless Charlotte
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For more information regarding the Activities Ministry contact Katelyn DeVane at 704.366.4030x103 or kdevane@providencebc.org.

DANE JACKSON celebrates his 
fourth anniversary on August 15 as 
our Minister with Students and Their 
Families.  If  you’ve ever spent any 
time with Dane, you know he is truly 
called to serve students. He is creative 
and has a vision for his ministry.  
He is energetic, fun, and has a  
wicked practical-joker streak!

Dane Jackson

We’ve got a new hire and some special anniversaries!  
Check out our staff news below:

Celebrating Staff

URSULA TAYLOR celebrates her 
third anniversary with Providence 
on August 20. Ursula is our highly 
qualified director of  the Weekday 
Education Ministry. Ursula puts 
as much energy into the spiritual 
development of  our children as she 
does into their safety and well-being. 
She is a prayer warrior and truly  
loves the children she cares for. Ursula Taylor

EBONY WHITE celebrates her fifth 
anniversary with us on August 3.  She 
is a member of  our custodial staff and 
is tasked with  cleaning and sanitizing 
our restroom facilities.  She is a hard 
worker and takes great pride in a 
job well done. Let her know that you 
appreciate her diligence.

Ebony  White

Meet DYANNA BLACKWELL, 
our new church secretary. 
Dyanna is friendly, helpful, kind 
and extremely organized. She 
will be managing multiple roles 
as church secretary, and she will  
do it with ease. Dyanna has  
two daughters, Morgan (11)  
and Mackenzie (8). Come by and 
welcome her to our church staff!Dyanna Blackwell

Youth Soccer Is BACK!
Providence is offering  
youth soccer this fall! 

Registration 
 opens August 2. 
The season runs  

from early September  
through end of October.  

Children under 10  
are invited to participate. 

Help us Engage Cotswold by inviting your friends!  

And remember:  
We need players AND coaches! 

Sign up on Realm. 
Questions? 
Contact Katelyn DeVane.

kdevane@providencebc.org | 704.366.4030x103

On Second Thought
Every Monday morning, 
Lee Canipe sends a 
sermon “follow up.” 
The timely email arrives 
in your inbox with a 
question, a challenge, or 
a point to ponder based 
on the previous day’s 
sermon. Think of  it as going a step further  
in your ongoing conversation with God.  

Want to give it a try?  

Subscribe by emailing 
connections@providencebc.org 

and asking for “On Second Thought.”

Engage Cotswold
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Stephen Ministers are individuals who have answered God’s call to serve others. They go 
through about 50 hours of  training to prepare themselves for providing Christian care to 
individuals experiencing a crisis or challenge such as divorce, grief, loss of  job, hospitalization, 
terminal illness, relocation or loneliness. Topics for training include (but are not limited to) 
confidentiality, listening, feelings, assertiveness and ministering to people in specific situations. 

What steps do I take to become a Stephen Minister?
1. Pray.
2. Request an application from Martha Haigler, complete it and return it to her. You will be scheduled for an      

interview with current Stephen Leaders.
3. If  selected as a Stephen Minister, you must attend training classes. Classes begin in September and end   

 in November.  We will meet every Thursday from 7:00pm – 9:00pm in the Eddins Room located in the Nalley 
Missions Center.  There will be 2 weekend retreats: 
 a. Retreat 1 is in early September  
 b. Retreat 2 is in late November

4. At the end of  training, Stephen Ministers are commissioned by the congregation. During this time, a covenant 
between the Stephen Minister and the congregation will be read and signed.

Stephen Ministers are normally assigned one care receiver at a time by the Stephen Leaders. They must be willing 
to dedicate about an hour a week to meet with the care receiver. This caring relationship will last for as long as the 
care receiver needs. However, Stephen Ministers are trained to recognize when a care receiver’s needs go beyond 
their level of  care giving skills. When this occurs Stephen Ministers are trained on how to refer the care receiver  
for additional care.

Stephen Ministers meet twice a month for supervision and continuing education with the Stephen Leaders.  
Stephen Ministers are held to a high level of  confidentiality and trust with respect to his or her care receiver as 
well as the care receivers of  other Stephen Ministers during supervision. No names of  care receivers are used at 
any time. Stephen Ministers initially commit to two years of  service, but after those years many recommit to serve 
additional years. Stephen Leaders continually recruit and select laypeople from the congregation to serve as  
Stephen Ministers. There will be opportunities for you to put your gifts and talents to work, blessing the church 
and the community in Jesus Name. Being a Stephen Minister may be one of  the most rewarding opportunities you 
will ever embrace. We pray that you will consider being a part of  this exciting ministry. Together we can make a 
difference in caring for one another and our community.

For answers to your questions email or call Martha Haigler: 
mhaigler@providencebc.org | 704.608.7947

Consider Stephen Ministry

• Marthello (Marty) 
King Greene (6.27)

• George Hartis 
(7.13)

In Christian Sympathy
If you or a loved one are hospitalized or are in 
need of prayer, please contact Martha Haigler, 
who cares for our Providence community by 
scheduling visits, notifying deacons and praying 
with those who are hurting.

Need Care?

Contact Martha Haigler.
 mhaigler@providencebc.org | 704.608.7947

Submitted by Bill Griffin
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Dedication of Life
Andrew William Davis was dedicated 

on July 18. He is the son of  Kenny 
and Ashley Davis and the brother of  
Caroline. J.R. and Pam Morton are 
his Grandparents; LaBruce Neely is 

his Great Grandmother, and  
Annie Potter Campbell is his  
Great Great Grandmother.

Hey, Baby!
John (Jack)  Wallace Zweier

Born June 23, 2021 

Son of   
Billy and  
Rebecca 
Zweier.

Brother  
of  Wit. 

Grandson of   
Bob and Myra Zweier.

Welcome to the world, Jack!

Now that I have graduated from the Gardner-Webb School of  Divinity, many of  my Providence 
friends have asked, “What’s next?” First, I am now a contributing writer for Word and  Way 
(www.wordandway.org). 

Word and  Way began in 1896 as a publication to report on Baptist news in Missouri and the  
Midwest region. It has now expanded its reach to cover the intersection of  faith, politics, and 
culture across the country through online publications, a print magazine, and through two 
podcasts, “Baptist Without an Adjective” and “Dangerous Dogma.” 

In addition, I will be combining my concentration in Christian 
Education and my background as a former middle/high school 
teacher to write study guides and other small group curriculum. 

Hopefully, I will be able to share these with the Providence community in the future. I have started a website called 
Proximity to Love (www.proximitytolove.org) to collect all my writings as well as some artwork by Natalie Lodato.   
It includes the small group study I wrote for my senior project called “Personify Faith,” as well as the “Life Cycle of  
an Acorn” we worked on for Lent. 

Thank you all for your support and encouragement as I start this next chapter!

What’s Next?

Sarah Blackwell

Submitted by Sarah Blackwell

Join WMU
Tuesday, September 7

10:30am

The ladies of  the WMU are 
looking forward to 

kicking off another year!
They meet the FIRST Tuesday of  
every month in the Eddins Room 

of  the Nalley Missions Center. 
All women are invited.
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Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is September 1, 2021.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Monday, August 16th. 
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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“LIKE US” on FACEBOOK! 
Providence Baptist Church - 
Charlotte, NC
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@pbccommunity

Check Out Our Website!
www.providencebc.org

We are BACK Celebration
Sunday, August 29 @ 9:00am
Rotunda

CBF Annual Gathering 
Thursday and Friday, August 26-27
Providence Campus

Rising 6th Grade Event
Wednesday, August 25 @ 6:00pm
Chapman Youth Room

Weekday Recognition
Sunday, August 8 @ 10:30am 
Providence Sanctuary


