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With Christ at the Center
Providence is unique.
You probably know that already.  It 
may be the reason why you chose 
to join in the first place.  
You wanted to be part of a faith 
community that stresses the 
importance of relationships, 
welcomes questions, makes room 
for differences of opinion, and tries 
to practice what Jesus preaches by 
serving others in his name.
You wanted to be part of a faith 

community in which Christian sisters and brothers 
work together, worship together, pray together, and play 
together, not because everyone agrees about everything 
but, rather, because everyone agrees about the one thing 
that matters above everything else: Jesus is Lord.
In other words, you wanted to be part of a faith 
community with Christ at the center, where unity 
doesn’t require uniformity and faithful obedience to God 
coexists with freedom of conscience.
Through the years, Providence has been clear: This is 
the kind of church we want to be.  Our determination to 
open more doors than we shut, and build bridges rather 
than walls in order to share God’s love has been central 
to our identity since our founding in 1954.  Providence 
prefers finding common ground to drawing lines in the 
sand, making a kingdom difference in Jesus’ name to 
quibbling over differences that generate heat but no light.  
I am grateful that God has put us together this way.  
Our generous spirit is a tremendous strength.
That said, it’s not always easy to communicate this 
strength—and, with it, the qualities that make 
Providence such a unique congregation of believers—
to people who either don’t know who we are, or who 
assume that they already know what they need to know 
about us because we’re a Baptist church.  
Back in October, at our semi-annual ministry staff 
planning day, we talked at length about how we can 
more effectively share our story—and our God-given 
strengths—beyond our Randolph Road campus. We 
all agreed that calling ourselves a “moderate Baptist 
church” doesn’t really mean anything to anyone who’s 
not familiar with the long history of Baptist political and 
theological disagreements.  Furthermore, as someone 
put it, “whenever we use the word ‘moderate,’ I feel 
like we’re falling into the trap of letting people on the 
extremes define who we are.  I’d rather come up with a 
different word that describes who we want to be instead.”  

After some back-and-forth conversation, we decided that 
“Christ-centered” best describes the kind of church we 
want Providence to be—and, in many ways, the kind of 
church it already is.
Not only does “Christ-centered” reflect the best of who 
we are as a church, but it also captures the essence of 
what it means to be a New Testament church.  When 
the apostle Paul describes the mission of the church, he 
writes in 2 Corinthians 5:18 that “all this is from God, 
who reconciled us to Himself in Christ, and has given us 
the ministry of reconciliation.”  That’s worth repeating.  
God has given the church the ministry of reconciliation, 
a mission to bring together through the patient, persistent 
love of Jesus what the world insists are irreconcilable 
differences of race, gender, social status, nationality, 
partisan affiliation, and so on.  
What this means is that, by definition, a New Testament 
church is a community of faith with Christ at its 
center—with more than enough room for all who 
call him Lord to find a place to stand on the common 
ground that we share at the foot of the cross.  When Jesus 
is at the center of the church, then it’s Jesus who binds 
the church together, turning strangers into neighbors 
and enemies into friends.
Now, churches that deliberately try to stand with 
Christ at the center do run the risk of being scorned by 
Christians (and others) who insist on seeing the world in 
stark, divisive terms of us against them, left against right, 
conservative against liberal.  I’m OK with Providence 
running that risk.  I believe it’s a risk worth taking.  
It is certainly a risk that’s worthy of our calling to 
further God’s ministry of reconciliation.  It is, finally, a 
risk that reflects the best of both who we are and who 
we want to be: A congregation uniquely positioned to 
work together for God’s glory because Jesus has brought 
us together for God’s glory.  When we decide that our 
common commitment to Jesus and his priorities is 
stronger than the cumulative weight of all our 
individual differences, we are practicing what I 
believe the New Testament preaches. 
Here, then, at the beginning of a new year, let us have 
the courage to say who we are, and what we are, and 
to claim our identity as a God-given strength.  Let 
us commit ourselves again to being a community of 
faith with Christ at the center—as our focal point, our 
common ground, and our shared hope for a reconciled, 
restored, and redeemed Creation.
May the peace of Christ be with you!      

Lee Canipe

SENIOR PASTOR
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Search Update
Greetings Providence,
The search committee 
for the Minister for Adult 
Discipleship has had an 
exciting conclusion to the 
fall season. After reading 
through, discussing, and 
praying about the many 
qualified applications we 

received for the position of  Minister for Adult 
Discipleship, we were able to unanimously narrow it 
down to a final list of  individuals with which to begin 
the formal interview process. We are encouraged by 
the quality and the passion of  the people with whom 
we have had the pleasure of  speaking. It has been an 
honor to have met and worked with each of  them 
during this process. Please pray for our continued 
unity as a committee, and most importantly, for the 
heart of  the person that we are being led to. Thank 
you for your continued support. We are thankful to 
represent you, our church family, in this search. 
With Gratitude,
 The Search Committee for the  
  Minister for Adult Discipleship

Cultivate Generosity
Weekly Requirement                 $45,385

The average weekly requirement is the $2,360,000 financial 
plan for missions and ministry divided by 52 weeks.

Revenue Received
Through Sunday, 12/16   $2,019,790

Expenses Paid             
Through Sunday, 12/16 $2,152,882

Net Revenue to Expenses
Through Sunday, 12/16        $  -133,092

December 16, 2018
Deacon on call (Weekdays): 704.366.4030x147
December 30 - January 4:  Connie Carpenter
January 6 - 11:  Seth McKinney
January 13 - 18:  Susan Cannon
January 20 - 25:  Mike Freeland
January 27 - February 1:  Tim Good

Deacon on Call

Minister on call (Weekends): 704.366.4030x147
January 4 - 7:  Randy Ballard
January 11 - 14:  Dane Jackson 
January 18 - 21:  Timothy Hill
January 25 - 28:  Julia Wright
February 1 - 4:  Lee Canipe

Minister on Call

On The Cover
The Providence ministers and staff would like to wish  
you a happy and blessed New Year! Our cover photo  
was taken immediately following our festive Christmas 
staff luncheon, when most of  us gathered together to 
share some quality fellowship. We have an excellent team!  
Take a moment to get to know these faces. They serve  
the Lord (and you) well. 
1st row (L-R): Jim Tucker, Ebony White, Damaris Rivera, 
Dianna Neil, Amy Shoemaker, Debra Wallace, Diann Clark, 
Rocky Cannon  2nd row: Stephanie Nivens, 
Ursula Taylor, Caitie Jackson, Julia Wright, Beverly Tucker, 
Summer Sneed   3rd row: John Ivy,  Jeff Motsinger, 
Anthony Bazemore, Debbie Faison, Renee Ball,  
Debra Motsinger,  Jimmy Fortos  4th row: Dane Jackson, 
Martha Haigler, Shelia Mitchell-Sasser, Kim Gray  
5th row: Brandon Whitener, Stephen Cunningham, 
George Mulley, Randy Ballard, Tresor Sala, Timothy Hill 
and Lee Canipe

The Providence Campus will be 
closed Monday, December 31 
and Tuesday, January 1. 
Happy New Year! 

Campus Closed
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, contact Kristen Hendrix at 704.366.4030x125 or khendrix@providencebc.org.

Helping Children Learn the Bible
As we begin a new year, many of  us will make a resolution to read and study our Bible more.  It’s 
a good resolution for adults to make.  It’s also a good resolution for children, too.  But how do we 
help children learn more about the Bible?

1. Set a good example.  
Let your child see you reading your Bible each day.   
Your child will then understand that the Bible is an 
important book that we read daily.  

2. Purchase a daily devotion book for your child.  
Your local Christian bookstore should have several in stock 
for you to make a selection.  Look for realistic pictures and 

concrete concepts that your child can easily understand.  Encourage him  
or her to keep this book with his Bible and read it each day – perhaps  
at bedtime.   

3. Memorize Bible verses together.  
Choose a verse each week to learn together as a family.  Repeat it each 
night at the evening meal.  Talk about its meaning and how we can  
“live” that verse.   

4. Read the stories of  Jesus.  
Using your Bible or a Bible storybook, read or tell the stories of  Jesus.   
Find pictures to go along with the stories.  We have Bible picture files  
at church from which you can borrow.   

5. Enroll your child in a Bible class.  
During the winter months we offer two classes for 
children to learn more about the Bible.   
Bible Buddies is for children in grades 1 and 2 
and meets on Sunday afternoon from 4:00pm – 
5:30pm from February 3 to March 10.  Bible Buddies 
memorize Bible verses and learn the basic format  
of  the Bible.   
Bible Drill is for children in grades 3 – 5 and meets 
on Sunday afternoon from 4:00pm – 5:30pm from 
January 6 to March 10.  Bible Drillers memorize 25 
Bible verses, 10 key passages and the books of  the 
Bible in order.  Both of  these classes will help your 
child learn more about the Bible. To enroll in either 
class, e-mail Julia Wright at jwright@providencebc.org.

Julia Wright

Our newest Bible Drillers are from Kyrgyzstan:  
(l-r) Akylai and Tolgoni Niyazbekova

Our Bible Buddies begin memorizing scripture early,  
so that they may hide it in their hearts.

NEW BIBLE TRANSLATION
Our primary focus in Children’s Ministry is teaching children how to hide Scripture in their hearts. This year, 
Children’s Ministry is beginning to use the new Christian Standard Bible (CSB). We believe this translation 
better suits our younger readers. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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I have almost all my Christmas “To Do’s” checked off.  I’m now in the process of  purchasing small gifts 
for some little ones on my list.  As an educator, I thought “What better gift for a child than a book?”  
Then, I thought it might be helpful for me to share some useful information with you regarding your 
child’s language development and growing communication skills.
Before your child begins to read, he will develop a set of  skills known as pre-reading skills.  These skills 
are the signs of  early literacy and, though it may look like your child is merely playing, he is organizing 
what he knows about books and language. He is learning how it all works together to form this magical 
skill known as “reading.”  Listed below are a few ways in which you can help your child grow his or her 
reading skills.
1. Read, read, read!  There is no better way to introduce your child to words, cadence, fluency and 

sequencing than to read to him daily.
2. Get picture books.  Take your child’s favorite book and remove the text and have him recite the story  

from memory.
3. Point out environmental print.  This refers to signs, logos, symbols and words that children see every day and recognize 

without being able to read ( like stop signs, McDonalds street sign, or the Harris Teeter marquee).
4. Sequence.  Provide your child with three sequencing pictures and ask her put the pictures in order.  Once the pictures 

have been sequenced, ask her to tell the story that goes with it.  There is no right or wrong answer. As long as the story 
and the pictures are in a coherent order, your child is learning that stories have a beginning, a middle and an end.

5. Tell stories about pictures.  Encourage your child to tell stories about random pictures.  The picture doesn’t matter—it 
could be photos or an advertisement in a magazine. Simply ask your child to talk to you about the characters.

These simple efforts will help your child develop exceptional reading skills! Have fun!

From Ursula’s Desk

Ursula Taylor

Friday,  January 18th 
On pajama day, bring a favorite book  
to share.  If  you would like to come in 

and read to the children,  
we welcome you.

Pajama Day
Register NOW!

We are in the process of  planning for 
Summer Enrichment 2019.  We will be 

serving preschoolers, birth through 5 
year olds.  More information to come.

Summer Enrollment
Monday,  January 21
Providence Baptist Weekday  
Education Ministry will be  

closed in honor of   
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

School Closing

The Mary Perry Children’s Library at Providence is 
located at the end of  the Yellow Hallway on the right.  
Books are available for all ages (infants through 5th 
grade). We have a variety of  fiction and non-fiction 
selections.  There is also a special section of  books for 
parents and children to read together.  The easy-to-

follow steps for checking 
out materials are posted 
on the Librarian’s desk.  
Library hours are Monday 
through Friday from 
7:00am – 6:00pm.  Also, 
you are invited to also use 

the library on Sundays and Wednesdays before and 
after worship services and activities.

This year I’m going to keep 
my New Year’s resolutions 
simple, as they relate to work. 
Here they are: 
1. Provide authentic 

feedback to each teacher/teaching TEAM on a 
regular basis.

2. Communicate more with parents … and connect 
with the larger educational community.

3. Read one book per month (Early Childhood 
Education, Leadership and/or Personal 
Development, Coaching and Mentoring).

4. Celebrate regularly.  Celebrate the work of  the 
TEAM and the progress of  the students.

5. Maintain a healthy balance between work and home.

Mary Perry Children’s Library New Year’s Resolutions
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For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 or gmulley@providencebc.org.

New Year’s Journey
   When I was a young child, I got in 
trouble from time to time. Each time, 
as one of my parents confronted my 
negative behavior, I would find myself 
looking at the floor. It’s hard to face 
moments that are not full of good things.
Every day we find ourselves journeying 
in a world where more eyes stare 
downward than look up for hope. All 
around us are people who only feel 
the pain of hatred, intolerance, and 
discouragement. They yearn for light in 

very dark moments and places.
   The starting point for journeying with others toward the 
light of Jesus is beginning the journey ourselves. In a world 
of downcast eyes, we must find the strength to lift ours to the  
restorative light of Jesus. What things are keeping you from 
looking up toward Christ? Where does the journey toward his 
light and presence begin in your life? 
   Christ is calling you to journey with him, to share his light 
with the world. And while no journey is easy, we don’t have 
to be afraid because we do not take this one alone. Take a 
deep breath and get ready … your journey awaits. Where will 
today’s journey lead? Only one way to find out …

Dane Jackson

January Series - One Another 
At any given point throughout the day we are 
surrounded by other people. At home, at school, at 
the gym, at work, at restaurants, etc. And at each  
of  those points, we choose how we will interact with 
one another. Will we ignore? Or love? Or mock?  
Or accept?  As followers of  Jesus we have some pretty 
clear directions as to how we should interact with one 
another—whether it’s those closest to us or those we 

seemingly would have 
no cause with whom to 
speak. This series will 
help students see just 
how we are called to  
“One Another.”

See all our Student Group  
happenings. You’ll love the daily 

scripture images and photos  
of our students!  

Want a daily devotion geared toward 
students? Start your mornings right. 

Visit d365.org and sign up.

Parents and students:  
Sign up on “Remind” and always  

be in the know.  It’s simple.  
Get the latest updates via text.

Sunday Night Live

Plans are underway for our High School Mission Trip to Slovakia. You can find all 
relevant information on the Student Page on the website. If  you want to join us, 
the registration and first deposit ($200) are due January 13th. (THIS IS A HARD 
DEADLINE as airline tickets will be purchased the week of  January 14.) Adults 
interested in chaperoning may also find a link to the Chaperone Questionnaire 
online. All information is DUE  January 13th. 

High School Mission Trip

Let’s Connect
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For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

Called to Worship, Gathered for Worship, and Proclaiming the Word of  God—over the 
past few months, we have explored these important aspects of  our service of  worship.  
Called and gathered by God, we hear God’s Word proclaimed and celebrated … and, 
we respond.  There are many ways in which we do this: prayer, praise, music, baptism, 
communion—all still leading us toward something greater—a life of  worship.
 “It is from worship that we are sent out into the world to continue to live the 
patterns of  life we have begun to learn and practice in worship.”  The Word propels us to live as servants of  Jesus 
Christ and through the power of  the Holy Spirit guides our worship.  In the closing portion of  1 Thessalonians,  
the apostle Paul gives instructions and encouragement regarding life and relationships within the community.   
His focus on preparing for Christ’s return and on the edification of  the church is clear.  His final instructions here, 
while meant as encouragement for the body of  believers in their daily worship, can also be seen as instructions 
for a corporate gathering.  Paul gives many action words that should be a part of  our worship, both daily and 
corporately.  “Respect those who labor . . . Be at peace . . . encourage . . . help . . . be patient.”  These powerful 
admonitions paint a clear picture of  what the church should be.  This is worship beyond the walls—encouraged 
and uplifted in our corporate gatherings.  When we “rejoice always, pray without ceasing, [and] give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this is the will of  God in Christ Jesus for you,” then these corporate (and personal) acts of  
worship will influence our daily habits.  We will “seek to do good to one another and to everyone.”  Indeed our 
prayers and praise during corporate worship must be preparation for a life of  service.  “A body of  believers that 
is truly worshiping God will be known in the community, not for its style of  music, its charismatic preacher, or its 
magnificent building, but for its consistent, unselfish acts of  service.”
 When we focus on the biblical essentials for worship, we focus on Christ because he is at the center of  our 
worship.  As we gather together to proclaim the Word, our prayers and praise are voiced through Christ—the 
one in whom we have salvation.  We participate in holy sacraments that transport us into the presence of  the 
Father, and we “encourage one another to live out in everyday life the obedience that glorifies God and furthers 
his saving purposes in the world.”  As we experience God’s transforming worship, we are “accepted . . . freely and 
unconditionally in Christ, so we must love and accept one another freely and unconditionally in him.”

 May we be sent out into the world as living sacrifices.  Soli Deo Gloria!

Sent to Be a Living Sacrifice

Timothy Hill

Student Choir - Resumes January 13
Our middle and high school 
students rehearse each Sunday 
afternoon and lead in worship 
throughout the year. Come 
make some new friends!

Children’s Music - Resumes January 9
We have choirs for preschoolers all the way up to 
5th grade. Join us Wednesdays 
at 5:30pm. Led by many 
wonderful teachers, our children 
learn to sing and worship. 

Sanctuary Choir - Resumes January 9
The Sanctuary Choir rehearses 
on Wednesdays from 7:00pm 
to 8:30pm.  This group is 
open to all singers—no audition 
required!

Encore Singers - Resumes January 10
All singers welcome! Rehearsals are Thursdays from 

9:30am to 10:30am.  On the second 
Thursday of  each month, we share 
music in the community and enjoy a 
fellowship lunch together.

Quotations from:
Leanne Van Dyk, A More Profound Alleluia: Theology and Worship in Harmony; 1 Thessalonians; Dinelle Frankland, His Story – Our Response: What the Bible Says About Worship;
David Peterson, Engaging With God: A Biblical Theology of Worship; James B. Torrance, Worship, Community and the Triune God of Grace

MUSIC MINISTRY
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If you or a loved one are hospitalized or are in 
need of prayer, please contact Martha Haigler at 
704.366.4030x112. Martha cares for our Providence 
community by scheduling visits, notifying deacons 
and praying with those who are hurting. 

But if you don’t tell us of your need, we won’t 
know!  Because of HIPPA regulations, hospitals are 
not allowed to inform us of 
personal situations.  
Please call Martha  
so we can help!

Church Moderator: Tom Philson
Moderator Elect:  Steve Jarrett
Church Clerk: Sharon Dotson
Assistant Clerk: Cynthia Mulder
Sunday School Director: David Price
WMU Co-Directors: Penny Hewett &   
     Anne Tunstall
Librarians: Virginia Whilden & Wilna Eury

2019 Committee Chairs
Activities: TBA 
Children’s Ministry: Leslie Hunt
Endowment: Tim Dukes
Finance: Mike Freeland
Grounds: Bill Brown
Missions: Steve Jarrett
Music: Jeff Hinson
Nominating: Ron Weathers
Personnel: Hunter Cook
Property: Stewart McCollum
Senior Adult: Donna Eason
Stewardship: Bunnie Walker
Student: Kristie Hill
Weekday Education: Carrie Query

The Providence Baptist Church Endowment 
Committee is accepting Endowment Grant 

Requests until February 1st.   

Requests should be made in writing using the 
Grant Request Forms available in the church 

office. The Endowment Committee will meet in 
March and will determine 

which requests will be 
approved for 2018. 

Have you seen a need at 
Providence? Make a request and 

help us address it!

2019 Committee Chairs

Church Notifications

Endowment Requests

   Thanks to all who participated in our “Bless 
Charlotte” Survey during the month of November.  
We had over 250 responses!  

There were two clear areas where 
the needs of our city aligned with 
the passions of our congregation: 
Education and Hunger.  
Beginning in January the task force 
will begin to explore concrete ways 
that we can make a difference in 

our community in one or both of these areas. We 
were also inspired by the ways you said you were 
ready to get involved! 
   We welcome suggestions and will be providing 
ways to dialogue more with the congregation in the 
new year.  Please continue to pray for discernment 
as we meet with community and church leadership  
about opportunities to serve.  

Sarah Blackwell        Bill Brown       Staley Green         
Dane Jackson            Natalie Lodato

Bless Charlotte Update

Submitted by the Bless Charlotte Task Force:

Bless Charlotte
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Sunday, February 3
We are helping turn Super Bowl weekend into the 
nation’s largest celebration of  giving and serving.  
Did you know that in North Carolina, one in every 
six households fights hunger?  Join us on Sunday,  
February 3, as we work to meet the needs of  our 
hungry neighbors.   
On this special Sunday, 
we will collect money 
and canned food items 
which will be distributed 
throughout our community.  
One hundred percent (100%) of  our donations will 
remain in Charlotte and will be distributed through  
Loaves and Fishes. One person can make a difference!  
It only takes $1 to buy seven pounds of  food.  

We hope you will join our team and  
help us win the fight against hunger!

Souper BowlMission Collection
Salvation Army Center of Hope

We are collecting  
WHITE towels for the 

Salvation Army’s  
Center of Hope.

Bring your donation to the 
collection area in the  
hallway leading to the  

Crouch Fellowship Hall. 
Remember, WMU will NOT hold a monthly meeting 

in January. The next WMU meeting is Tuesday, 
February 5th and it will be a  

Mission Action Work Day.

Providence on Mission
College Students and Young Adults!

New York Mission Trip
May 15-19

Metro Baptist Church 
Open to all college students 

and young adults.
Cost to be determined. 

Contact Randy Ballard.
rballard@providencebc.org

Adults!
Quebec Mission Trip

Late Spring 2019
Quebec, Canada

Lee Canipe will be taking a group of  adults  
to the city of  Châteauguay (a suburb of  Montréal) 
for a week of  servant ministry, hunger relief, and 
Christian encouragement with French-Canadian 

Baptist church L’Église Chrétienne le Rocher. 
More information is to come!

During the last week of  October, seven Providence 
members participated in the Baptists on Mission 
hurricane relief  effort in Lumberton in the aftermath 
of  Hurricane Florence.  Our volunteers helped with 
removing flood damaged floors, walls, and ceilings.   

In addition, they covered roofs with 
tarps to prevent further damage, 
removed downed trees, and assisted in 
final renovation of  a house damaged 
during Hurricane Matthew two years 
ago.  Our Providence group spent a 
week on this relief  effort, as they helped 
home owners, enjoyed great fellowship 

and shared the love of  Christ. Thanks to these 
Providence members for volunteering for this disaster 
relief  effort:  Sid Carpenter, Connie Carpenter, Bill 
Fairley,  John Hall, Staley Green, Kevin Caldwell, and  
David Purinton. 
 

Multiple times a year, Baptists on Mission offers 
disaster relief  training sessions for interested volunteers.  
If  you are interested in being a part of  a Providence 
disaster relief  team, consider attending one of  the  
2019 training sessions:

Feb 22-23, March 8-9, March 22-23, 
April 26-27, May 17-18 

For more information contact:
Staley Green at sdkgreen@windstream.net

Bill Fairley at fairleybill@gmail.com

Missions Update

Submitted by Staley Green

Send Apostles
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Thursday, January 17
12:00pm 

$7.00 per person

Join us for an  
old-fashioned  

HYMN SING led by 
Timothy Hill and  

Diann Clark.
RSVP Deadline: 

Sunday,  January 13.  

Young Professionals
Calling all Young 

Professionals!

Date, Time and 
Location TBD

Do not miss this time of 
debate and fellowship.  
A dynamic discussion  

always develops.  
Speakers may vary.   
The friends do not! 

PrimeTimers

Call 704.366.4030x211 for reservations. 
** We would like to say a special “thank you”  

to the anonymous Christmas Elf who took care of our 
December luncheon expenses. What a treat! **

Saturday,  January 26
8:00am - 12:00pm

Gordon Weekley Chapel

Spend some quiet moments 
with God. The deacons  

will offer a meditation guide  
or you can just sit quietly 

and pray.

Prayer Vigil

Enjoy a hot Sunday breakfast!  $5 per person. 
Best bacon in town!

Each Sunday from 7:30am - 9:30am.

Sanctuary
8:30am and 11:00am 

January 6
Communion 
Isaiah 60:1-6

January 13
Deacon Ordination (11:00am)

Acts 8:14-17

January 20
John 2:1-11

January 27
Caitie Jackson Preaching

Sunday Worship

Deacon Ordination
Sunday, January 13th 

11:00am
Newly elected deacons will be ordained during 
the 11:00am worship service. Come bless these 
servant leaders as they embark on this journey  
of faith and action.

We’re going to the beach, ladies!
Save the date for this special time with other 

Providence women.  Our guest speaker will be 
Devita Parnell. Retreat topic and cost will be released 

in early January. Watch for sign up information!

Spring Women’s Retreat
Fort Caswell

Oak Island, NC 
March 8 - 10

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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January 9
Beef Chili

White Chicken Chili
Baked Potato with Toppings

Lemon Chess Pie 

January 16
Spaghetti 

(with Meat or Alfredo Sauce)
Garlic Bread

Chocolate Cake
(with Buttercream Frosting)

January 23
Chicken Pot Pie

Baked Peach Halves
Sugar Snap Peas

Muffins
Layered Sweet Potato Pie

January 30
BBQ Meat Loaf 
Mashed Potatoes

Green Beans
Yeast Rolls

Chocolate Chess Pie

(Salad and Pizza Bar also available.)

PRICES:   Adults and Teens $8.00,   
Seniors $7.00,   Children $5.00,   

Max Family $25.00

Wednesday Night Meals
Don’t miss the best food in 
town! (And you didn’t even 
have to cook it!)  Enjoy this 
family-friendly buffet every 

Wednesday from  
4:45pm - 6:00pm in the  
Crouch Fellowship Hall.

Wednesday Night Studies
Every Wednesday night, children’s programming begins 

at 5:30pm. Adult programming begins at 6:00pm. 
Throughout January, we are offering 

two adult studies:
“The Hundred Story Home”

Meets in room 2105 
Led by Steve Jarrett and Mike Arim. 

This group will discuss the many facets of  
Kathy Izard’s book and how we at Providence can  

effect change in our own community.

The Holy Spirit 
Meets in room 2130 

Led by Thomas Boyd. 
Who is the Holy Spirit and why 

was he sent to the Church? 
The Holy Spirit is the muscle 

or the power of God. 
That power is available to every believer.

Come find out what he is saying to YOU today!

Sunday, January 6
5:00pm 

Sanctuary
Providence Baptist Church hosts 
author Kathy Izard, an award-
winning author who helped 
transform Charlotte in the areas of 
homelessness, housing and mental 
health.  Her memoir, “The Hundred 
Story Home,” has been featured 
on NPR and inspires people to be 

changemakers in their communities. Kathy’s leadership 
and drive have been true catalysts in effecting real change 
in our city. 
Because homelessness and mental health are community 
and global issues, Providence Baptist Church is inviting 
the entire community to this informative presentation. 
Park Road Books will make her book available for 
purchase, and Kathy will sign copies following her 
presentation. Profits from the book go to Moore Place, 
a housing development that takes care of over 120 
chronically homeless neighbors in Charlotte. 

Contact Mike Arim with questions.  
mike.arim0712@gmail.com

Hundred Story Home

Submitted by Mike Arim

Make Disciples

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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   We have been able to review the many books that had 
been left in our previous space. Some we kept, some we 
sold at our Fall Book Sale, and some we donated. (A big 
“Thank You” to those who bought books at the Book Sale! 
We took in $150.00 which will go to purchase new books 
or other library necessities.)
    Remember, the library is open anytime the church 
office is open, Wednesday evenings until 6:00pm and every 
Sunday morning. If you’re looking for a quiet place to 
relax, read a book, or prepare a Sunday School lesson; or 
if you are a seminary student researching your next paper 
like Sarah Blackwell, or someone looking for a book on 
prayer like Bill Caldwell, the library is the place for you. 
We have expanded the Fiction section for those who enjoy 
traveling to different places and times through romance 
or mystery novels. Check out the books located on the 

window display 
shelf. If you see 
one you want 
to read, check it 
out and enjoy! 
Stop in and 
browse. There 
is a book just 
waiting for you.
    We still have 
a lot of books to 
process so if you’re thinking about donating a book please 
contact me first. You can call me at 704.553.2615 or email 
me at wilna.eury@att.net. You can also leave me a note in 
the Libby Gray Media Center mailbox. I look forward to 
hearing from you!

Libby Gray Media Library - Reflections 2018

Dear Providence Family, my life has been turned upside down since August with my dad’s illness and death, and you have 
been such a blessing to me and my family. I cannot put into words how thankful we are for each one of you.  Your calls, 
texts, emails, cards, meals, help with my children, help with my responsibilities at church…the list goes on and on, have 
been so appreciated and a bright spot in this difficult time. Thank you for all the love that you have shown and continue 
to show my family.     Love,  Kristen, Neal, Jack and Ella Haze Hendrix

*  *  *  *  *
Dear Providence, the entire family of Eva Coward would like to express our thanks for all the kind words, the prayers, 
the cards, the hugs. And also, for the beautiful memorial service on her behalf. Thank you, Lee, Tim, Diann, Martha, 
and everyone who helped put it together for us. And a special thanks, too, for the wonderful lunch provided for us by the 
bereavement committee. It is such a blessing to sit together with family in a quiet, relaxed setting just to talk, share, and 
process all of this, around a table with a great meal! May the Lord continue to bless and unite Providence and fill His 
people with His Spirit to the glory of His Name.    David and Naomi Coward (for the entire family)

*  *  *  *  *
My dear Church Family, I would like to say thank you so much for everything.  My words are not enough to express the 
depth of my gratitude.  You have done so much for me and my family.  Thank you for providing a place for my family to 
stay, for food and for your gifts.  Your love has made me feel included and not alone.  Continue to pray for my family.   
It is making me feel stronger.  Merry Christmas, my dear family!     Love, Nora Kasymova

In Appreciation

• John Mung and family in the death of his grandmother on December 5. ( John’s father, Nang Suan Mang 
and mother Dim Lun, are members of Providence as are the grandchildren Phillip, John, Jan, Esther, Sara 
& Khai.)

• The family of  Laura Joanna ( Jo) Wilkie Barksdale in her death on December 4. Jo was a Providence 
Charter Member.

In Sympathy

Submitted by Wilna Eury
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Reports - Organizations
Reports Submitted: Missions, Music, Grounds, 
Nominating, Senior Adult 
No Reports Submitted: Coordinating Council, 
Endowment, Children’s, Personnel

Deacons: Frankie Ayscue, Chair-elect, announced that 
the chair-elect for 2019 is David Eskew.

WMU: Penny Hewett reported they prepared 50 food 
boxes with turkeys for the Charlotte Rescue Mission.

Reports - Standing Committees
Stewardship: Chair David Bonheimer thanked those 
who returned their pledge cards and encouraged those 
who have not to do so.

Property: Chair Jon Hall gave a written report and 
also highlighted the several projects under review.  
He stated that the committee is looking to replace the 
projections system for the sanctuary. The anticipated  
cost is over $60,000.

Weekday Education Ministry: Dave Honeycutt 
reported they have a new director, Ursula Taylor. 
The Weekday Education Ministry’s 5-Star rating 
was renewed for five years. David also stated, due to 
high expenses and a drop in enrollment, the Weekday 
Ministry may end the year with a significant deficit.

Finance: Chair Dan Perrone reported the Finance 
Committee, in conjunction with the church staff, 
prepared an initial 2019 draft budget considering the 
Church’s priorities outlined in “Providence Will...”  
They shared this draft with the Deacons the last week  
of  October. At its regularly scheduled November 
meeting, the Finance Committee made a decision to 

defer presenting 
the draft budget to 
the Church for vote 
until early 2019 as a 
result of  the recent 
negative trends in 
pledge contributions 
received through 
October 31. He stated 
the patterns in giving are behind the normal percentage 
through October and, if  giving commitments are not 
met, we will end the year with a deficit. If  improvements 
in contributions and 2019 pledge amount do not 
occur, the Finance Committee will seek input from the 
Coordinating Council as to how to prioritize spending 
in 2019 when preparing the 2019 budget. Discussion 
followed, with many questions asked and answered.  
(A complete list of  questions/answers is available 
through the church office.) Lee Canipe shared that if  we 
meet our commitments, we will have a surplus. He noted 
the staff has done a remarkable job in keeping expenses 
down and asked members to fulfill their commitments.

New Business
Coordinating Council: Recommendation for Janie 
Creech, David Miller, and Kelly Perrone to fill three 
positions on the Nominating Committee ending January 
31, 2022. A motion was approved without objection.

Minister for Adult Discipleship: Search Committee 
member Stacy Mercer reported that, since posting 
the job, they have received resumes from amazing 
candidates. They are now scheduling phone interviews.

Tom prayed and adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Dotson - Church Clerk

Q4 Meeting Minutes Fourth Quarter Church Conference - November 28, 2018

Church Moderator, Tom Philson, called the meeting to order. Tom announced that the Church Clerk has verified 
that there was a quorum present and Hunter Cook was present as Parliamentarian. Minutes from the Q3 Church 
conference were approved without objection. The Quarterly Membership Report was passed without objection.

 Upcoming Quarterly Meeting Dates:   February 27th,  May 15th



A YEAR IN REVIEW

www.providencebc.org14

Volume KK, No. 1 CONNECTIONS

January 1, 2018
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May 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 9 CONNECTIONS

September 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 2 CONNECTIONS

February 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 6 CONNECTIONS

June 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 10 CONNECTIONS

October 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 3 CONNECTIONS

March 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 7 CONNECTIONS

July 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 11 CONNECTIONS

November 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 4 CONNECTIONS

April 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 8 CONNECTIONS

August 1, 2018

Volume KK, No. 12 CONNECTIONS

December 1, 2018
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Advent - Principles for Life
   2019 HAS BEGUN!  It is hard to believe that as I write this article we are about to begin a 
new year and when you receive this, 2019 will have started. All too often, church staffs across 
our land will be looking back to what they have accomplished. There is a time for reflection 
and we do need to understand what has been, but today I want us to begin looking forward   
to what “COULD BE.”
   Providence is located in one of  the most desirable neighborhoods in the Charlotte area 
and has the physical resources to reach a significant portion of  this population.  There are 
hundreds of  ways we as Christians can reach others for Christ. The three characteristic that    
I want to focus on are:  
   Being Authentic in Our Daily Walk.  We will never know all the people we influence 
each day as we live our lives in the world.  Walking through the isles of  the malls and stores 
where we travel we can do so in a way that other see Christ’s spirit dwelling within us.   
John 4:24 Tells us that God is Spirit and we are to worship him daily within that spirit.   
So, as we live our lives we do so with the Spirit of  God’s light shining from us. An authentic life is one that is the 
same standing in the DMV line as it is in the aisles of  the sanctuary.
  Living a Godly Life. Is similar to being authentic in public, but it is actually defined by how we live in private. 
A person that follows the Christian lifestyle in their personal private time is strengthened by the renewing of  God’s 
spirit. This strengthens us for the work He has planned for us.
   Choosing our words wisely.  James 3:10-12 cautions Christians about having both “blessing and cursing” 
coming out of  their mouths. Paul, in his letter to the Colossians, encourages us to “live wisely among those who are 
not believers, and make the most of  every opportunity. Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you 
will have the right response for everyone.”   
   You may be asking why the administrator of  a church is concerned with such matters. The answer is that the 
purpose of  the church is to reach others for Christ.  My role is to guide the operations of  the church so that its 
mission might be fulfilled.  Providence needs authentic members that live their lives in such a way as to be vessels 
through whom God’s Spirit can be used to accomplish His purpose.  Let 2019 be the year that the Light of  Christ 
shines most brightly at Providence.   Best Regards,

Rocky Cannon

Providence is blessed to have a capable and professional staff, 
and we have several anniversaries to celebrate this month.
• Randy Ballard - Randy has been on staff for 22 

years! Randy is our Minister for Recreation and 
Young Adults and has spent more than the last two 
decades making sure Providence has opportunities to 
play together. Randy also coordinates many mission 
trips to New York City, one of  his favorite places 
on earth. Randy recently became a grandfather, so 
congratulate him when you see him! 

• Donna Eason - Donna has been a teller 
for Providence for four years. She faithfully comes 

to Providence every 
Monday morning to help 
us count our tithes from 
the previous Sunday.  
Beginning in January, 
Donna will also serve as 
our Chair for the Senior 
Adult Committee.

• Brian Hunter - Brian has been making Providence 
“sound good” for the last three years. He is one of  
our audio technicians. You can find him on our 
sound board in the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 
and during special events. 

• Ken Rogers - Ken has been a teller for Providence 
for four years. He and Donna Eason work together 
to make sure our tithes are counted properly.  
Ken also volunteers for our Wednesday night serving 
team and assists during many of  our special events, 
lending his special smile and helping hands. 

• Tresor Sala - He’s BACK! Tresor has rejoined our 
custodial team and will use his extensive knowledge 
and experience to ensure our facilities run smoothly. 

• Amy Shoemaker - Amy is our Accounting 
Manager and is celebrating 15 years with 
Providence. She manages all things “financial,” 
including budgeting, billing and accounts payable. 
BONUS: She is also an amazing party planner!

Staff Updates



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is February 1, 2019.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Monday, January 14th.
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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“Hundred Story Home”
Sunday, January 6 at 6:00pm 
Sanctuary

Deacon Ordination 
Sunday, January 11 at 11:00am 
Sanctuary

PrimeTimers Luncheon
Thursday, January 17 at 12:00pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall

Prayer Vigil
Saturday, January 26 from 8:00am - 12:00pm 
Gordon Weekley Chapel




