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So, a new year has begun.  It’s 
about time.  I suspect that, by 
11:59pm on December 31st, 
most of  us were glad to see the 
back of  2016.  It was a tough 
year, in a lot of  ways, especially 
here in Charlotte.  I arrived 
here just in time for the tragic 
shooting of  Keith Scott and 
the peaceful demonstrations—
and then angry riots—that 
followed.  I remember 
wondering: “What does this 
mean?”  I know I wasn’t the 

only one asking that question.  There are, of  course, 
several hundred thousand answers, depending on who’s 
talking at any given moment.  Everyone has an opinion.  
What’s beyond question, though, is the fact that we live 
in a city divided in so many ways along so many lines.   
If  you didn’t notice that in 2016, then you clearly 
weren’t paying attention.
 
Last year forced us to look at these painful divisions—
in some cases, for some of  us, for the first time.  This 
year, God gives us a chance to begin the hard, but holy, 
kingdom work of  pursuing peace in our city.  Paul 
tells us that Jesus has already done the hardest—and 
holiest—part of  the job.  “But now in Christ Jesus you 
who were once far off have been brought near by the 
blood of  Christ,” he writes in Ephesians 2:13 -14.   
“For He is our peace; in His flesh He has made both 
groups into one and broken down the dividing wall,  
that is, the hostility between us.”  Through the  
sacrificial love of  Jesus, God brought Jewish Christians 
and Gentile Christians together into one, blessed family, 
something before nobody imagined possible.  Through 
the sacrificial love of  Christ’s body, the church, God is 
able to accomplish similar miracles in this time and in 
this place.
 
I truly believe that.  Race, gender, class, ideology, 
nationality, religion: The list of  dividing lines goes on.  
For us, though, as Christians, our ministry to our city 
begins—and ends—with Jesus.  He is our peace.  He 
is the one who can do what, in our despair or cynicism 
or fear, we are convinced cannot be done.  It’s not just 
a matter of  proclaiming the love of  Jesus in hopes that 
those who don’t know him now as Lord and Savior will 

turn to Him.  That’s part of  it, but everyone knows 
that we Christians aren’t always the kindest, gentlest, 
easiest people to get along with.  Churches are no 
stranger to dividing lines.  For us to begin with Jesus, 
then, means more than simply sharing the good news.  
It means letting the life and teachings and promise and 
power of  Jesus become both our starting point and our 
destination, moving from what we know of  Him toward 
what we know of  Him in the way we treat others, 
order our priorities, and take risks on behalf  of  God’s 
kingdom.  We can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens us.  Even things that seem really, really hard, 
if  not impossible.
 
And then, every so often, we’re blessed with a glimpse 
of  what can happen when we try and be obedient to 
Jesus in this way.  Hebrews 13:2 tells us, “Do not neglect 
to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it.”  As you 
may recall, Providence hosted the 41st Annual Citywide 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service back on November 
22nd.  Our Sanctuary was packed with people who 
were, well, about as diverse as you can imagine.  The 
day after the event, I got an email from Mary Thomas,  
a Cantor at Temple Beth El, expressing her thanks for 
our hospitality.  She graciously agreed to let me share 
her words with you: 

I drive by your church nearly every day. I drop my little 
guy at preschool on Shalom Park and then drive up 
to Cotswold for Starbucks. Day in and day out, today 
included. Now, I drive by and your campus is alive with 
each of you and the kindness and graciousness that 
you’ve shown to our community. It is a truly incredible 
thing for a place on my daily landscape to move from 
being a facade to a vibrant and sacred space filled with 
talent and spirit and openness. Thank you.

 
Small steps forward, maybe.  But that’s how real, lasting 
community gets built.  It’s a long haul commitment.  
Jesus knows what that sort of  commitment looks like 
and feels like.  And this year, I believe He’s inviting us 
to catch up with Him, so we can join Him in doing 
what He’s already doing: Loving others generously 
and sacrificially for the sake of  pursuing peace in our 
troubled, but hopeful, world.  

May the peace of  Christ be with you!   

The Long Haul Commitment

Lee Canipe

Have you signed up for Lee’s “On Second Thought” Monday morning email? If not, email 
ssneed@providencebc.org to get connected!

SENIOR PASTOR
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Minister with Students and their Families Profile

Providence Baptist Church is proud to be known as a “big tent” church. Our congregation is diverse. We 
come from various backgrounds and many come to us from other denominations. We describe ourselves as a 
moderate Baptist church, relating to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, and our members hold varied opinions 
on social and theological issues, while being centered on the life and teachings of  Jesus Christ.

Our church is looking for a person who is a spiritual leader, an excellent communicator and listener, and who 
possesses a warm and open personality.  We want a person with a passion for student ministry, strong teaching 
and leadership skills, who can help guide our students on their faith journey.

The Minister with Students and Their Families should:

Student Minister Search

• Be a committed Christian with a strong and 
growing faith and have a passion for sharing the 
love of  Jesus.

• Have a clear calling to work with students and 
families, and the ability to build meaningful 
relationships with one another through Christ.

• Be fun, engaging, trustworthy, and approachable.

• Use biblical and theological knowledge to discuss 
current societal issues in an open-minded fashion 
and work with our students to build a solid faith 
foundation.

• Lead a well-organized student ministry that 
prioritizes safety and security.

• Plan, structure and execute events and 
programs that will encourage student and family 
participation and attract new members.

• Help students connect their faith to serving locally 
and globally.

• Collaborate effectively, supportively, and creatively 
with other ministers and program leaders.

• Develop a dynamic Sunday School curriculum.

• Support teachers and leaders in working with both 
Middle School and High School students.

• Be comfortable with technology and social media 
and the way it relates to students’ lives.

The Search Committee for the Minister with Students and their Families has 
received overwhelming feedback from the congregation, and has consolidated 
your thoughts in the profile below.

Please review the profile and prayerfully consider if  it represents the attributes 
we seek for our new Student Minister.  On January 11th, we will have a Called 
Church Conference to vote on the profile, and upon approval, publish the 
position publicly and begin receiving resumes.

If you have questions for the Student Minister Search Committee, contact Chair Chris Squier at 704.962.8891 
(chris.squier@cbre.com) or Vice Chair Leigh Frame at 704.621.2400 (leighframe@mac.com).
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Thursday Morning Bible Study

This verse offers a great way 
to begin the New Year. How 
different our world would be 
if only a few of us who seek 
to follow Jesus could actually 
accomplish even a portion of 
this hopeful imperative.  But 
we have a problem.

Living with righteousness, love, gentleness and the 
other biblical qualities listed above can be a real 
struggle in the world of today. Whether we like it or 
not, our free market economy inevitably creates 
winners and losers.  Competition, the very premise 
of our capitalism, recognizes some will compete 
more readily, heartily and vociferously than others. 
Therefore, losers will be “naturally selected” and 
will be forced to drop out of competition.  Small 
businesses and entrepreneurs contend with this daily.  

Most understand this process of competition to be the 
very engine that fires new innovation and continues 
the need for a competitive edge in a global economy.  
And many agree (to varying degrees) that since Adam 
Smith’s “The Wealth of Nations”*  (1776), the Western 
world, and now increasingly international markets, 
benefit from this same process of eliminating the weak 
at the behest of the strong.    

For the Christian, however, this economic reality 
creates problems.  As disciples of  Jesus, we are called to 
pause from our frantic pace of buying and our desperate 
need to compete – and remember.  We are called to 
love, to be compassionate, to look out for one another, to 
lift up the downtrodden, to bring in the outcast, to bind 
up the wounds of the afflicted, to welcome the stranger, 
and to maintain proper perspective on “life that is truly 
life” (I Timothy 6:19).  

So while our culture competes to stay ahead, or rushes 
to keep up with the Joneses, Christians should be a 
reflection of Jesus, skeptical of culture, un-coerced by 
marketing, non-anxious in competitive surroundings, 
grateful for who we are, content with what we have, 
thankful for God’s blessings, aware of our shortcomings, 
passionate about God’s love, and prepared to be 
instruments of peace.  

Or as the Bible says even better and more concisely: for 
the new and beautiful year that will be 2017, “take hold 
of the life that really is life.” 

Let’s do the best we can to give it a try!

Gratefully, 

Beginning  January 12th

The Thursday morning Bible Study group began December with “An Invitation to the Psalms.” We will 
continue with this study beginning Thursday,  January 12th. Hope to see you there!

Take Hold of the Life That Really IS Life
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness... 

take hold of the life that really is life.
        I Timothy 6:12-19

*Full title: An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, by Adam Smith in 1776. Some call this “Social Darwinism” because it usually 
results in the “survival of the fittest.”  Exceptions might be in the auto or banking industry with the controversial concept and term: “too big to fail.”

David Jordan
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PrimeTimers
Thursday, January 15th

12:00pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker - Lee Canipe
 Tickets are $7.00.

The third Thursday of the month is always a special 
time. The Providence Seniors get to mix and 
mingle, eat and talk, enjoy one another’s company 
and be entertained. 
Join us in January for another great program as we 
have a special conversation with Providence Senior 
Pastor Dr. Lee Canipe. You won’t want to miss it!

RSVP to 704.366.4030x211 
by Sunday, January 11th.

WMU Monthly Meeting
Tuesday,  

January 3rd 
10:30am

The Providence WMU has a special treat in store!
Our group will tour the 

Ronald McDonald House 
on January 3rd. 

We will meet in the Rotunda and 
leave Providence at 10:30am. 
We return around 1:00pm.

 
Please bring a bag lunch. 

WMU will furnish a drink and dessert. 

Reservations are needed for transportation purposes so 
please RSVP to Sharon Isley at sisley@providencebc.org. 

Your Senior Adult Committee is working out the 
details for two very special upcoming trips that we 
hope everyone will enjoy. 
First, we are planning a day trip in early May to 
Flat Rock, North Carolina. We will enjoy lunch and 
a show at the Flat Rock Playhouse.  
Then in September, we are planning a fabulous 
three day/two night road trip. 
Date, location and itinerary to be announced soon! 

You’re 
sure to 
love it! 
Watch 
for more 
details 
and plan 
to join us!

Upcoming Special Trips

Senior Adult Committee
Our Senior Adult Committee 
said “goodbye” in December to 
the Class of 2016’s Inez Arant, 
George Crouch and Dan 
Simon. A huge “Thank You” 
to Inez, George and Dan for being active members 
and bringing fresh ideas to our committee. 

As we say “goodbye” 
to the Class of 2016, 
we say “hello” to 
the Class of 2019 as 
we welcome Pauline 

Bethea, Ray Partain and Sylvia Stockard. They will 
join  Jesse Oxendine, Vivian Philson, Louise Warren, 
Dawn O’Neal, Marlyn Morton and Wilna Eury on 
our Senior Adult Committee. 

SENIOR ADULTS
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Children and Worship
Our kindergarten children recently completed a series of 
classes called “The Wonders of Worship.”  During these 
classes, our children met with worship leaders and talked 
about the things we do in worship ... and why.  During 
Advent, they began joining their families in worship.  

Helping our children learn to love and worship God 
is one of the most important things we can do for 
them.  Children learn to worship by experience as they 
see others around them worshipping, and when they 
experience worship for themselves!  

There are a lot of things that you can do to be 
supportive in their learning process. You can: 

• Welcome the children seated near you.  Greet them by 
name and express how glad you are to see them.

• Affirm children for their participation in worship.  Say 
how much you enjoyed seeing them pray, or sing, or 
participate in the children’s moment.

• Be patient and offer grace for children and their parents 
during the early days of learning to worship.  Children 
wiggle and whisper.  That’s how God made them!  Speak 
words of grace and understanding to parents. 

Remember that the goal 
of learning to worship is a 
worshipping child – not a 
quiet child.  
When it is time for children  
to join us in worship  
(ages K - 5th grade) we offer them opportunities to 
participate.  Older children in grades 3 - 5 serve as 
acolytes and Bible bearers.  Most Sundays we offer 
a Children’s Moment, which encourages children to 
think about different aspects of worship.  Our Young 
Musicians (grades 3 - 5) often sing during worship.  
And every spring all of our children lead us in worship 
on Children’s Sunday.
Children from birth – preK continue to learn in their 
classrooms during the worship hour.  When they are 
ready, they, too, will go through “The Wonders of 
Worship.”  Until then, our adults graciously volunteer 
to love and teach our very youngest during Extended 
Session each Sunday.
Children are a vital part of our worshipping community 
at Providence and we are delighted to have them among 
us!  Would you offer your blessing and smile?

Simple Truths
Thursday mornings

beginning  January 12th
9:30 – 11:30 am
Upstairs Parlor 

Children need to be taught the simple truths about 
God’s plan for our sexuality.   And the teaching begins 
early.  Don’t put it off.   This video-based series by 
Mary Flo Ridley provides the perfect tools to help 
parents get the conversation started.  
In “Simple Truths,” Ridley helps parents feel confident 
and comfortable in connecting with their children and 
discussing a vital subject that will affect their future 
health and happiness.  Join other moms on 
this important journey. 
Childcare is available by reservation with 
Lauren Stroupe:  lstroupe@providencebc.org. 

A Study for Moms Bible Buddies
Sunday evenings
beginning February 5th

4:30pm – 6:00pm
Room 2205

 

What are the books of Law?  Can you name the four 
Gospels?  These and other questions will be answered 
in Bible Buddies for children in grades 1 - 2.  

In this 8-week introductory 
class, children will have fun 
learning Bible verses and 
how to use their Bibles.  

To register your child, please 
e-mail Lauren Stroupe at
lstroupe@providencebc.org. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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Let Us Sing

For more information contact Tim Hill at 704.366.4030x123 (thill@providencebc.org), Diann Clark at 704.366.4030x122 (dclark@providencebc.org), 
Leigh Ann Hughes at 704.366.4030x121 (lhughes@providencebc.org) or Debra Wallace at (debrabwallace2241@gmail.com).

I recently began reading “Sing for Your Life: A Story of 
Race, Music, and Family.”  The book chronicles the life 
of Ryan Green, winner of the 2011 Metropolitan Opera 
National Council Auditions.  At one very low point 
in Ryan’s life, while locked up in a juvenile detention 
facility, he began to sing along with the radio.  Singing, 
he said, took him to another place – a place free from 
trouble and pain.  This natural human inclination is 
indeed a gift that can transport us – especially when we 
sing together in worship.  

So, why do we sing?  The question seems simple, but too 
often in our society singing is becoming something that 
others do – often relegated as entertainment … for our 
listening pleasure.  In his book “The Singing Thing,” 
John Bell points out 10 reasons for why we sing.  As 
you read them, reflect on how you also view singing – 
especially for purposes of worship.

1.	 Because	we	can.  Singing is natural – you are the 
instrument! 

2.	 To	create	identity.  Are there songs that you sing 
that express who you are or where you’re from?  
How much greater are these moments when done 
together?

3.	 To	express	emotion.  From our deepest sorrows 
to our greatest triumphs, singing together can lift 
our hearts.

4.	 To	express	words.  Try speaking the words to 
“Happy Birthday” at a party without singing – let 
me know how that goes.  

5.	 To	revisit	the	past.  Ever heard one of your old 
favorites on the radio?  Do you recall the first time 
you heard it?  Singing can take us back and help 
us remember.

6.	 To	tell	stories.  Think of what you know about 
the birth of Christ.  How much did you learn from 
singing Christmas carols?

7.	 To	shape	the	future.	 
What we sing helps us 
learn and grow.  Singing 
is not a neutral exercise – 
it affects the mind! 

8.	 To	enable	work.  Many 
cultures have examples 
of singing together while working.  The rhythmic 
movement can strengthen and enhance the group.  

9.	 To	exercise	our	creativity.  Each time we sing, 
something new and wonderful is happening.  
Creativity is at work in every singer.

10.	To	give	of	ourselves.	 Each voice raised together 
in song contributes to the unique moment.  
We become a part of something greater.

Bell goes on to list an 11th reason: To	obey	a	command.		
Whimsically he writes … “Moses didn’t have enough 
room on the stone tablets to engrave the final one, so 
God had to wait until David came along and let the 
forgotten decree be heard: ‘Sing a new song!’”  I believe 
God created us to be a singing people.  Something 
special is happening when we join our voices together.  
Now, there are obviously reasons many give as to why 
they do not sing; however, I think the good outweighs 
the bad.  

Singing ultimately saved Ryan Green’s life – being a 
part of something greater gave him hope.  We also have 
hope for something more, and when we sing together, we 
begin to bring that more – God’s Kingdom on Earth – 
into the here and now.  So, don’t hold back – sing out!

Soli Deo Gloria!

Tim

Timothy Hill

MUSIC MINISTRY
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For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 (gmulley@providencebc.org).

Sunday Student Choir

Student Fellowship Dinners
Sundays

Beginning  January 15th 
5:15pm – 6:15pm 

 
All students will enjoy a “snack supper” and 

fellowship time after choir each Sunday.  
 

High School students will eat and hang out in 
the Chapman Youth Room.

Middle School students will eat in the 
Activity Center Parlor and are then invited to 

enjoy fun games and activities in the gym.

 
Parents, sign up to chaperone 

and provide a meal!

Sunday Nights 

January 15th – February 26th
4:00pm – 5:15pm 

Come make a joyful noise with 
your friends in Student Choir!  

Our combined choir (Middle and High 
school students) will meet every Sunday 

in the Lowell Dotson Music Suite. 

We will be preparing music for “Festival by the Sea.” 
We will also continue to learn music in preparation 

for leading in worship during the spring. 

Wednesday Fusion
Beginning January 11th

6:00pm – 7:00pm 

You know you love it!  
The fun middle-of-the-week escape  

from normal routine! 

 Join us in the Chapman Youth Room  
every Wednesday night. 

Get in on all the fun during this creative 
student group time featuring games, snacks and 

interactive Bible study.  Your friends won’t miss it.  
Neither should you.  See you there!

Parents Needed
We Need You!

Beginning  January 15th

You know your students love to eat, right?  
And you know they love to hang out too, right?

Make it possible!

Sign up to chaperone on Sunday evenings 
(beginning at 4:00pm). Also, sign up to do your 

part in feeding this crowd of hungry students. 

It’s easy. The menu is mapped out.  
The times are listed.  

Go to www.providencebc.org/students and 
click on the SignUp Genius link. 

WE THANK YOU! And so do your students!
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The Providence Students came out in force in 
December to share a little Christmas spirit. 

A whopping 
35 high 
school and 
middle school 
students 
met in mid-
December to 
make holiday cards for  
“God’s Love, We Deliver” in New York City. 
Our adult mission team spent time with this 
great organization in October, and our college 
students will be doing their part this coming 
May during their summer mission trip.

Remember! Be on 
the lookout for more 
MISSION DAYS 
activities in the coming 
weeks. Students MUST 
participate in at least 

three mission events to receive credit towards 
their summer mission trips.

January Mission Collection Card Cadre
Do your part! Providence will be collecting new 
baby toys and clothing for infants to 12 months 

old. Your donations will go directly to the 
Charlotte Ronald McDonald House.

Our college students started their winter break by serving 
others! They spent the Monday before Christmas wrapping 
presents at Providence. 

All the proceeds went to 
“God’s Love, We Deliver,” 
one of our favorite charitable 
organizations in New York City.  

The Students will be  
serving at “God’s Love”  
this coming May. 

College students:  
Sign up now!

May 17 - 21
New York City

Serving at: 
Metro Baptist Church 

and 
God’s Love, We Deliver

Be sure to sign up 

with Randy Ballard 

while you are 

home on break!

College Mission Trip

“Wrap It” Day Success!
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Wednesday Nights

As promised, our adults have multiple opportunities to 
enjoy different areas of study on Wednesday nights. 

We are offering a reboot of our top three adult classes, 
so everyone can “read all about it!”

Classes run for five weeks beginning  January 
11th and are held from 6:00pm until 7:00pm. 
Locations will vary. Look for classroom location 
information in your next Wednesday FOCUS.
Choose from the studies listed below.

“The Bible Does Broadway” led by David Jordan (begins January 18th)

The Bible is used more than you think and speaks both more loudly and quietly 
than we realize. Numerous musicals on Broadway have remarkably biblical themes 
– whether in hope, courage, condemnation, compassion – the list is extensive and 
fascinating.   This is a unique 4-week Wednesday night experience to explore the 
biblical themes of  Broadway musicals like Wicked, Les Miserables, Phantom of  the 
Opera, and others ...

“The Dangerous Act of  Worship: Living God’s Call to Justice” led by Timothy Hill

WARNING!  This seminar may change your thoughts on worship.  It may even change you! 

“What’s at stake in our worship? Everything. Worship is the dangerous act of  waking up to 
God and God’s purposes in the world. True biblical worship does not merely point us  
upward -  it should turn us outward as well.”  These words from the publisher describe well 
what we will explore this fall.

Our five-week seminar will use Mark Labberton’s book, The Dangerous Act of  Worship: Living 
God’s Call to Justice as a guide to discuss worship in today’s culture, as well as our own context 
of  worship at Providence Baptist Church.  Each week participants will be encouraged to read 

two chapters in preparation for the weekly seminar, so that we may have fuller discussion. Sign up and get the book 
online or at your local bookstore.

“12-Steps to Being a Better Christian”
 led by Richard Landers

Do you ever find yourself  questioning your own fitness as a Christian?  In the many 
challenges of  life, do you ever find yourself  wondering, as author John Fischer puts it, “When 
will the list of  ‘do’s’ and ‘don’ts’  take a backseat to grace, gratitude, and joy of  a spirit-filled 
life?”  We will be addressing this question and others as we dig deep into  John Fischer’s book 
12 Steps for the Recovering Pharisee (Like Me), and Larry Osborne’s book Accidental Pharisees.  

No need to purchase, but if  you would like copies check online or at your local book store.

REBOOT WEDNESDAYS!
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Young Professionals Study
Students

Calling all High School 
and 

Middle School Students

Every Wednesday

Beginning  January 11th

6:00pm - 7:00pm

Join us in the Chapman Youth 
Room every Wednesday 

evening and see what all the 
fuss is about. 

Get in on all the fun with 
Fusion, the creative student  

group time that features 
games, snacks and interactive 

Bible study.  See you there!

Children
Wednesday nights are fun 

for children! Right after our 
fellowship meal, our children’s 
music begins at 5:45pm.   

Children as young as two can 
laugh, learn and sing together!

Then at 6:30pm, our  
mission classes begin. 
Mission Friends (preschool 
children), GAs (school-aged 
girls) and RAs (school-aged 

boys) make learning fun! 
Check out the Children’s 
Ministry website page for 

more detailed information.

January 4th
Butternut Squash Soup

Vegetable Beef Soup
New England Clam Chowder

Cream of Potato Soup
Grilled Cheese Sandwich Bar

Salad 
Pizza Bar

Corn Muffins and Saltines
Oregon Chess Pie

January 11th
Beef Stroganoff 

with Egg Noodles
Steamed Broccoli

Carrot Souffle
Salad 

Pizza Bar
Yeast Rolls

Boston Cream Cake

January 18th
Spaghetti with Meat Sauce 

or Alfredo Sauce
Roasted Vegetables

Salad 
Pizza Bar

Garlic Bread
Chocolate Tiramisu

January 25th
Sweet and Sour Chicken

Cashew Beef
Vegetable Fried Rice

Salad 
Pizza Bar
Egg Rolls

Coconut Cream Pie

Adults $7.50, Seniors $6.50, Children $5.00, Max Family $25.00

Wednesday Night Meals

Hang out with Randy 
Ballard each Wednesday 
evening from 6:00pm until 
7:00pm beginning  January 
11th. The Young Pros will 
read and talk about “Toxic 
Charity: How Churches and 
Charities Hurt Those They 
Help - And How to Reverse It.” 

Author Robert Lupton has been an urban activist for 40 years. 
This  groundbreaking book shows us how to start serving 
needy and impoverished members of our communities in a 
way that will lead to lasting, real-world change. Young Pros’ 
group discussion is always dynamic - so come lend your voice!

WEDNESDAYS @ PROVIDENCE
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Young Professionals
Monday, 

January 16th 
6:45pm

@ LeRoy Fox

Join in. 

Meet other Young Professionals in an  
intimate setting, ask the hard questions and get 

straight answers. You’ll be glad you did.

Worship in January
January 1st

Ephesians 3:1-12

January 8th
David Jordan 

Preaching
Matthew 2:19-23

January 15th
Isaiah 49:1-7

January 22nd
Matthew 4:12-23

January 29th
Micah 6:1-8

The Providence Exchange
We collect stuff, don’t we? I don’t mean stuff like 
souvenir spoons, or ornaments or coffee mugs from 
various and sundry places.  I mean as we live life, we 
find ourselves with more and more stuff, and fewer 
and fewer places to store it!  Wouldn’t it be great if  
we could find a good home for all that STUFF?! 
Well, we CAN!
Ever heard of  the Providence Exchange? It’s the 
“place” where people like you and I can buy, sell, 
trade or give away things that we’ve “outgrown.” 
Someone “out there” could use my “gently loved” 
children’s toys that my teenagers don’t play with 
anymore. Those toys brought great joy once, but  
now they just sit in a dresser or closet and collect  
dust.  Someone else may need these toys for their 
children - and who doesn’t like a DEAL!?
Perhaps I’m in the market for some gardening tools. 
How was I to know that someone has an abundance 
of  trowels and shovels and shears and is trying to 
downsize their shed because they are moving to a 
home with less yard space for gardening?
The answer? THE PROVIDENCE EXCHANGE! 
There’s a bulletin board for what you need, for what 
you want to sell, AND for what you just want to 
give away! All you need to do is look in the hallway 
leading to the Crouch Fellowship Hall above the 
water fountain. There’s a bulletin board just waiting 
for you to post your wares – or for you to find exactly 
what you’ve been looking for. 
Simply, it’s a place for our Providence Family to 
connect and share and give. Check it out and see 
what’s available. And, while you’re at it, check out 
your closets and drawers, too, and see if  there are 
items that YOU could live without. I know I’m going 
to … I certainly have an abundance to share.
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2017 Quarterly Conferences
Weather permitting the following dates are 
scheduled for our regular quarterly business 

meetings in the Crouch Fellowship Hall:

Q1: Wednesday, February 22nd at 6:00pm
Q2: Wednesday, May 17th at 6:00pm

Q3: Wednesday, August 23rd at 6:00pm
Q4: Wednesday, November 15th at 6:00pm

2017 Budget
As you know, our 2017 approved budget is approximately $2,383,968, which is $157,194 more than the 2016 
budget.  The finance and stewardship committees are confident that we can reach and exceed this goal with 
your commitment.

Our 2017 budget breaks down as follows:
• $211,105 for Missions (Local/State/International and Providence)
• $7,200 for Growth Strategies (prospect/member development, advertising, Fall kickoff, 

stewardship promotion)
• $6,000 for Pastoral Ministries (deacon ministry, ordinances, special events/guest speakers)
• $22,004 for Adult Education Ministries (library/history, Sunday School, Wednesday night, 

seminars, retreats, discipleship studies)
• $73,069 for Music and Worship Ministries (all choirs/ensembles/bells, altar guild, musicians, 

special events)
• $42,500 for Student Ministries (middle school, high school, college)
• $38,700 for Children Ministries (literature, Vacation Bible School, weekly programming, special 

events, childcare)
• $11,841 for Activities and Fellowship (sports programming, equipment, recreation, community 

projects, entertainment)
• $14,382 for Congregation Care (health ministry, senior adults, young adults/young professionals)
• $78,010 for General Administration/Operations (postage, office supplies, offering envelopes, 

insurance for property/liability/worker compensation, annual audit)
• $27,060 for Food Service/Kitchen (hospitality supplies and meals)
• $75,000 for Media/Technologies (web site, telephone systems, newsletter, office equipment)
• $156,298 for Utilities (electricity, natural gas, and water)
• $173,702 for Maintenance (repairs and upkeep to buildings/vehicles/grounds, cleaning supplies, 

dumpster services, pest control, painting, traffic control, security/alarm services)
• $79,376 for Debt Service (bank note on the Moss Children’s Building)
• $1,367,721 for Personnel (wages, retirement, benefits, FICA/SECA, payroll services)

Special Called Conference
January 11th

6:00pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall

The Providence family will meet to vote on the 
draft profile created by the Search Committee for 

the Minister with Students and Their Families.
(See draft profile on page 3.)
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• The family of Rachel B. Marks in her loss on December 8th.
• Sandy Barber in the loss of her mother Louise Downing McGinty on December 12th.
• Jackie Cromer in the loss of her husband Bera Clark (B.C.) Cromer, Jr. on December 13th. 
• Joyce Cagle in the loss of her husband Bill Cagle on December 16th.
• Debbie Ballard and family in the loss of her father John Randall on December 19th.

In Sympathy

• Walter Thomas Harston (Walt) was born on November 21st to Drew and Carol Harston. He is the 
brother of James and Collier and the grandson of Phil and Jana Harston. 

• Margaret Blair McMillin was born on November 24th to Jason and Rebecca McMillin. She is the 
sister of Jack.

Welcome to Our Newest

Endowment Requests Due
The Providence Baptist Church Endowment 
Committee is accepting Endowment Grant 
Requests until February 1st.

Requests should be made in writing using the  
Grant Request Forms available in the church office. 
The Endowment Committee will meet in March 
and will determine which requests will be approved  
for 2017. Have you seen a need at Providence?  
Make a request and help us address it!

Dear Church Family,

I appreciate the cards, flowers, and the gifts made in Lawrence Calvert Hall’s memory.  Most of all, I am 
grateful for your love and prayers.   
   Lorene Hall and Family

Providence Baptist Weekday Education Ministry 
will be offering online registration for both 
Summer Preschool Sessions and for Full Care 
2017-2018 classes. 

Preschool and full care 
classes are offered for 
infants 8 weeks old 
through pre-K. The 
5-Star program fills up 
quickly, so be sure to 
mark these dates on your calendar.

Summer Preschool
Registration opens January 23rd
2017-2018 Full Care
Registration opens February 13th

For more information, contact Jen Rabon,  
interim Weekday Ministry director, at  
jrabon@providencebc.org or 704.366.4030x135. 

You can also visit the Weekday Ministry web site 
at www.providencebaptistweekday.org.

Providence Weekday Ministry
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ON RECORD - December 18, 2016 This Month:
Deacon on Call:  
704.366.4030x147

December 28 - January 3:  David Arant
January 4 - 10:  Jessica Aycock
January 11 - 17:  Matt Blackwell
January 18 - 24:  Bill Brown
January 25 - 31:  Janie Creech

Minister on Call:
January 1: Randy Ballard (704.650.9449)
January 8:  David Jordan (704.724.2766) 
January 15:  Julia Wright (704.458.3710) 
January 22:  Timothy Hill (704.641.4270)
January 29: Lee Canipe (704.975.0340)

Worship Total: 659
Christian Stewardship
Average Weekly Requirement               *$42,823

*The average weekly requirement is the annual
budget of  $2,226,774 divided by 52 weeks. 

Revenue and Expenses    
Projected 2016     $2,226,774

Revenue                
Through 12/19    $1,966,209

Expenses             
Through 12/19    $2,076,974

Deficit
Through 12/19    - $110,765

2017 Coordinating Council
Coordinating Council Officers

Moderator and Chair: Charlie Jones

Moderator Elect: Tom Philson

Church Clerk and Secretary: Lea Evelyn Tatich

Staff Representatives

Pastor: Lee Canipe

Teaching Pastor: David Jordan

Church Administrator: Richard Landers

Council / Organizations

WMU: Penny Hewett & Anne Tunstall (Co-Directors)

Sunday School: David Price

Committee Chair
Nominating: Betts Pyatt

Buildings & Grounds: Dennis Stallings 

Children’s Ministry: Mandy Jordan

Endowment: Tim Dukes

Finance: Jonathan Bensch

Missions: Leigh Frame

Music Ministry: Susan Cannon

Personnel: Jamie Pittman 

Senior Adult Ministry: Wilna Eury

Stewardship: Randy Hopkins

Weekday Education Ministry: Holland Ferguson

Student Ministry: Catherine Trahan

Student Minister Search: Chris Squier 

Weekday Education Search: David Honeycutt 
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Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is February 1, 2017.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, announcements, etc, is  
Noon, Tuesday, January 17th. 
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
Thank you!

“LIKE US” on FACEBOOK! 
Providence Baptist Church - 
Charlotte, NC

“FOLLOW US” ON TWITTER
@pbccommunity

Check Out Our Website!
www.providencebc.org
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Pub Theology
Monday, January 16th, 6:45pm
Leroy Fox Restaurant 

PrimeTimers 
Thursday, January 19th, 12:00pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall

Called Church Conference 
Wednesday, January 11th, 6:00pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall

Student Choir Begins
Sunday, January 15th, 4:00pm
Lowell Dotson Music Suite


