
Volume NN, No. 5 CONNECTIONS

May 1, 2021



www.providencebc.org2

Here’s my Providence elevator 
speech: There’s a wide range 
of opinions among Providence 
people.  We don’t all, for example, 
think alike or vote alike and we 
believe that this kind of diversity 
is a strength because the New 
Testament tells us that the church 
is made up of different people from 
different walks of life who may 
not have anything in common 
except for the fact that they all 
love Jesus.  A New Testament 

church is diverse, and that’s the sort of church we want 
to be: Full of grace, unified without being uniform, and 
committed to keeping Christ alone at the center of our 
life together.
I’ve given this elevator speech countless times to guests, 
prospective members, curious people in the community, 
and even to some of our own members.  Not everyone 
is interested in a church like ours.  Some folks are more 
comfortable being in a congregation of more like-
minded people—and that’s fine.     
From the very beginning of its 
existence, however, Providence 
has emphasized the importance 
of relationships—our individual 
relationships with God and our 
mutual relationships with one 
another.  I’ve heard Bo Prosser, 
one of our former associate pastors, 
describe Providence as “a church 
where people matter more than 
issues.”  This is our heritage as a 
church—and it’s a blessing.   
We are here, at Providence, 
because we want to belong to a 
church where people matter more 
than issues.  When we celebrate 
Anniversary Sunday together in a 
few weeks, we will, once again, give thanks to God for 
the big-tent vision of our founders.  
It’s a vision that is increasingly rare these days, but 
no less biblical than it was 67 years ago.  Several 
times in his New Testament letters, the apostle Paul 
makes the point that, as he puts it in Ephesians 2:14, 
Jesus “is our peace,” and in him the dividing walls 
between us have been broken down.  Sin scatters us 
into competing, adversarial tribes.  By the power of 
his love, Jesus gathers us into one body, the church, in 
which our shared loyalty to him transcends and, over 
time, transforms our other, lesser loyalties.  We don’t 
stop being black, white, Asian, rich, poor, native-born, 
immigrant, conservative, progressive, and so on when 

we become Christians, but these attributes no longer 
define who we are in relationship to one another.  Once 
we are bound together in Christ, we become sisters and 
brothers, fellow sinners for whom Jesus died. 
That’s what the New Testament tells us.  It’s hard, 
though—really hard—to put this good news into practice, 
which is why I was eager to participate in an event a few 
Thursdays ago sponsored by ForCLT, an organization 
with a mission to bring diverse believers together for 
Christ-centered ministry to promote the common good 
in our city.  The event was called “Overwhelmed and 
Exhausted” and focused on God’s desire for God’s people 
to build communities of reconciliation.  
The featured speaker, David Bailey, did a great job 
laying a theological foundation for this holy work 
that, in so many ways, is consistent with the founding 
vision of Providence.  He mentioned several pillars 
that support reconciling communities, but I want to 
highlight just one here because it speaks to a healing 
gift that the church can offer a hurting world.  
Reconciling communities, said Bailey, recognize and 
respect the diversity of experiences that people bring 

with them wherever they go.  No one 
lives in a vacuum.  The world looks 
different to each of us because we 
all stand in different places and see 
through different eyes.  Reconciling 
communities make room for this 
diversity and put a premium on 
trying to understand not only what 
the world looks like from someone 
else’s perspective but also why it looks 
that way.  This takes patience, and 
humility, and a great deal of love.
Patience, humility, and love aren’t 
exactly everyday virtues in 21st 
century America, but they most 
certainly are gifts that the Holy 
Spirit cultivates in the hearts of those 

who are open to receiving and giving God’s grace.  
Can Providence, now almost 67 years old, be a hopeful, 
grace-filled sign of what a reconciling community, with 
Christ at the center, can look like in a troubled, divided 
world?  I believe we can because it’s part of our DNA as 
a church.  It’s what we were built to be.  As we celebrate 
Anniversary Sunday on May 16, then, let’s renew 
our commitment to asking why questions that seek to 
understand each other when we don’t agree with each 
other.  After all, writes Paul in 2 Corinthians, this is 
precisely the ministry that God has given to us.
May the peace of Christ be with you!

A Reconciling Community

Lee Canipe

So if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation.  
Everything old has passed 
away—see, everything has 
become new!  All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and 
has given us the ministry  
of reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:17-18

SENIOR PASTOR
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Remember, our church office hours are Tuesday 
through Thursday, 9:00am - 4:00pm.  
Administrative staff members will be on site to accept 
deliveries, support ministers, and accomplish other 
necessary tasks. No receptionist is on duty, so church 
members are encouraged to email ministers or make 
an appointment for a socially distant meeting.   
(Masks are still required.)  
The most efficient 
way to contact a 
staff member is to 
call the main office 
and connect with his 
or her extension. (A 
partial list is to the 
right.)  Just dial either 
main phone line 
(listed to the right) 
and leave a message. 
We are checking voice 
mail frequently and 
will return your call  
as soon as possible. 

Call 704.366.2784 or 
704.366.4030 plus extension 

Staff Member / Extension
Lee Canipe x 114

Carson Dean x 145
Katelyn DeVane x 103
Martha Haigler x 112

Tim Hill x 123
Dane Jackson x 118

Blake Kendrick x 126
Amy Shoemaker x 141
Summer Sneed x 127
Ursula Taylor x 135
Julia Wright x 140

As pandemic 
conditions 
gradually 
recede and 
public health 
authorities 

recommend less restrictive guidelines for indoor 
gatherings, the regathering process at Providence 
continues to move forward.  On Sunday, April 25,  
we welcomed back to campus our Burmese and 
Congolese partner congregations, who worship in 
the Gordon Weekley Chapel.  Beginning May 2, 
our capacity for 10:30am worship in the Sanctuary 
will increase to 250 people.  We will keep following 
the same procedures regarding reservations, social 
distancing, and face-coverings.
 
The Covid-19 Task Force is aware that the governor 
has announced that social distancing restrictions may 
end by June 1 if  vaccination rates continue to rise.   
The task force will be listening closely to the advice of  
our public health authorities, respond to new guidance 
accordingly, and communicate changes in our status as 
quickly and effectively as we can.      

Continuing to Move Forward Church Office Hours

We have a great online tool for all things “Providence.” 
You can register and pay for events. Get calendar 
alerts. Find member information. Check your giving. 
Review church information (like quarterly conference 
materials). We’ve discovered more ways to engage, 
easier options for finding information, and faster forms 
of communication. 

“What’s THIS?” you ask! It’s REALM. 

Realm is a ministry tool just for Providence.  
Want to start using it? Just contact the church office. 
We will send you an email invitation to create a 
Realm account. Click the “Create an account” link 
at the bottom of the email. It will take you to our 
Providence page (you’ll see our logo). The “JOIN” 
link is active for 24 hours, so set up your account 
as soon as possible. THEN, download the REALM 
CONNECT app on your phone or tablet and take  
your information everywhere.

Here’s how to download the app: 

1. Type in “REALM” in the APP Store search box  
and look for “CONNECT - Our Church.”  
The icon looks like this:

2. Then, click the “GET” box and download the app.

3. First things first, set up your profile. You can add as 
much or as little information as you like. 

And there. You’re done. You can even make payments 
through the Realm app. Say you want to pay for your 
PrimeTimers’ luncheon. Use the app. Sending your 
student to summer camp? Pay through the app.  
Sounds good, right? It IS!

Questions? 
Amy Shoemaker / 704.366.4030x141

Are You Connected?
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, contact Kristen Hendrix at 704.366.4030x125 or khendrix@providencebc.org.

Getting Ready for Hometown Nazareth Vacation Bible School

Lia Hinson
Hometown: Wenham, MA

Julia Wright
Hometown: Dublin, NC

Leslie Hunt
Hometown: Lancaster, SC

Kristen Hendrix
Hometown: Kernersville, NC

Jamie Pittman
Hometown: Charlotte, NC

Lauren Stroupe
Hometown: Raleigh, NC

Cristan Latty
Hometown: Greenville, SC

Ursula Taylor
Hometown: Dayton, OH

Meet our  
2021 VBS  

Leadership Team

Notable Dates
May 24 @ 6:00pm -  VBS Leadership Kick-off Night, Crouch Fellowship Hall
May 28 @ 5:00pm -  VBS Registration Closes
June 20 @ 5:00pm -  VBS Preparation Day, Sanctuary
June 21–25 -  Hometown Nazareth, Where Jesus was a Child

We still need volunteers!  Come lead a group of  preschoolers or children.  
Marketplace shopkeepers are needed, too.  Call us and we will help you find a place to serve!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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From Mrs. Ursula’s Desk

Monday, May 31

Our Weekday Education Ministry will 
be closed as we observe Memorial Day.

For more information about the Weekday Ministry, contact Kimberly Gray at 704.366.4030x129 or kgray@providencebc.org.

Teacher Appreciation Week kicks off the month of  May and I am truly blessed to be a part of  
this special teaching TEAM at Providence.  Every single one is a shining example of  what a great 
teacher should be. But what makes a good teacher?  How do you know if  a teacher is truly great?  

Teachers are creative, can think on their feet, and are always thinking about teaching.   
They are ever-observant and taking mental notes on how life experiences can be turned into a 
lesson for their students.  They know how to take charge and be leaders, and they do not accept 
their own failure.  Teachers—our teachers—take teaching seriously.  Every lesson plan, calendar,  
and communication they compose is done with great thought and always with the child in mind.

I could go on and on, but the most important characteristic of  good teachers is their capacity to love. A good teacher 
loves with every fiber of  his or her being.  Children are more than just bodies in their class; they become the children of  
each teacher.  A little piece of  a teacher’s heart goes with every child from his or her class.  A great teacher never forgets 
even one student, and still loves them all year after year, even after they are grown and long gone.

God breathes special grace into teachers; not everyone is called to this profession.  And the teachers in our school 
take a special pride in teaching just how loving and amazing God truly is.

Ursula Taylor

Memorial Day Closing
We have a few openings in 
our fall preschool program. 

If  you are interested, or 
know someone who is 
looking for quality and  
loving preschool care,  

contact Kim Gray. 

704.366.4030 x129
or

kgray@providencebc.org 

Enrollment Openings

“The children you teach may not remember you when they get older, but they will always 

have a part of you inside of them…the part that gave them hope and love  

and taught them to believe in themselves.”  
           ~ Maryln Appelbaum
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For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 or gmulley@providencebc.org.

Grace in the Wind
I love it when I’m driving down the road and see a big, shaggy dog with its head out the 
window, tongue flapping in the wind. It seems so free to me, so unconcerned and pure. 
Maybe I love it so much because I used to do it as a kid. I would stick my head out the 
window as far as my seat belt would let me and squint my eyes as the wind roared past, 
pretending I was flying like Superman or sprinting like the Flash. 
 
Looking back, what I loved most about it was the pure feeling of being completely 
enveloped by the world around me. I think God created the world with so much beauty 
to remind us about Himself. And He gave us the senses to take it all in. We’ll never be 
able to wrap our minds around His extravagant love, so He gave us mountains and 
oceans and told us to go swim and jump and climb and, yes, put our heads out the 

window a couple of times. We’ll never understand how grace holds us, so He gave us the wind and said to 
let it brush against our faces. 
 
God is everywhere if we have the eyes to see Him. We feel His Spirit when we listen to a symphony and 
sense His kindness in the eyes of a newborn baby. Whenever the words we use to talk about God start to 
get jumbled, it’s time to step outside the words and into His world. Let grace blow your hair back like your 
head is out the window.

Dane Jackson

Sunday, May 2 @ 5:00pm
Gazebo

Bingo Night
Sunday, May 16 @ 5:00pm

Gazebo

Lawn Game Night
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Providence has two scholarships 
offered for High School Seniors: 
the Elle-J Scholarship and 
the Clark Family Scholarship. 
For scholarship criteria and 
nomination information, please 
visit the student page. Recipients 
will be announced Baccalaureate 
Sunday,  June 13th.  

Applications are due to Dane by May 23rd.

Student Scholarships

Enjoy mid-week hangouts. Catch up, play, share,  
and hear from God’s Word 

in a relaxed call with your friends.

Zoom Hangouts
Wednesdays @ 5:00pm

Hang out with Dane after school Thursdays  
in May and enjoy a treat together!   

Sign-up required. Go to the website for details. 

Driveway Hangouts
Thursdays @ 4:00pm

July 5 - 10
Save the date for an incredible week of fun.

Save the Date

Sunday, May 23 @ 5:30pm
Gazebo

Senior Night

Information is being 
mailed to parents 
and graduating 
students about all 
the festivities and 
important reminders 
for Baccalaureate Sunday. 

Let Dane know if you have not received it.

Baccalaureate
Sunday, June 13 @ 10:30am



www.providencebc.org8

If you are a parent of a college student, let’s gather 
at the Gazebo and “check in” with one another on 
Wednesday, May 19 at 6:00pm. There will be a few 

resources shared and guided topics but the most 
invaluable piece will be the community you bring 

to one another. *Bring a lawn chair, wear your mask, 
and please keep socially distant.

College Parent Gathering

Students: 
Come see the 
new college 
space in the 
Activity Center 
when you’re 
home! Enter 
the Activity 
Center and it’s 
the first room 

on the right. Come have coffee, do online work, or say  
hi to Caitie.

Check Out Our Space

We are so excited to see you this summer and we hope 
you’ll participate in the College Summer Program! 

When you return home, swing by the  
Little Free Pantry and Little Free Library  

to check it out, tidy the space, and restock items!

Students:

As we continue creating a welcoming space for students to 
gather, we are adding pennants to represent our students. 
Since we have students in many locations, we are asking that 
families help us prep this space by donating a pennant from the 
university or college your student attends. 

If  you are interested in providing a pennant from your student’s school,  
please contact Caitie Jackson. Her information is below.

We Need Your Help!

For more information about the College Ministry, contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

Wednesday, May 19 @ 6:00pm

Caitie Jackson

Save the date and join us in celebrating our graduates in 
person or online during Worship!

College Grad Recognition
Sunday, May 30 @ 10:30am

Special thanks to Ella Mulley ( freshman at SCAD), 
who designed the above artwork for us!

COLLEGE MINISTRY
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For more information about Adult Discipleship, contact Blake Kendrick at 704.366.4030x126 or bkendrick@providencebc.org.

Wednesday,  May 19
12:00pm

Don’t forget Blake’s Facebook LIVE event, where he’ll 
demonstrate how to make  homemade pizza  

in honor of  “National Pizza Party Day.”

Cooking with Kendrick
Wednesdays, May 5, 12  

and 19 @ 6:30pm
Join us for a time of  prayer,  fellowship 

and study. Lee Canipe and Blake 
Kendrick lead this outdoor prayer 

meeting on the Rotunda Green 
(weather permitting). Bring your own chair. 

 May 5:  Nehemiah 4:7-23
May 12:  Nehemiah 5:1-13

May 19:  Nehemiah 6

Wednesday Bible Study

A unique way to bless others.  

You’ve heard about our 
partnership with “Love 

Packages.” We donate our 
Bibles, out-of-date Sunday 

School books, and used devotional materials to  
Love Packages and they send our gifts to English-speaking 
people all over the world. This is a great way to “recycle” 

your Sunday school booklets.  Just drop off your gently 
used, out-of-date Sunday School booklets at the church.  
Look for the receptacle outside the Rotunda entrance. 

Contact Blake Kendrick.

Love Packages

Why not use your baking skills for good?
We are ASKING for you to bake a loaf  of  bread  
and minister to our homebound church members  

or those who need to be reminded 
of  God’s grace and comfort.  

All it takes is YOUR willingness and 
YOUR time. Be the hands and feet 

of  Jesus in a very tangible way. 

Contact Blake Kendrick. 

Are you IN yet?

Sunday, May 23 @ 6:30pm
Join Blake Kendrick and Jay Kieve for a ZOOM conversation about keeping our children, youth, 
and vulnerable adults safe from sexual abuse and misconduct. Jay Kieve is the Coordinator 

for the South Carolina Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.  In April, Jay was 
appointed to a newly-created position of  Abuse Prevention and Response 
Advocate for the National Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.   Kieve will be 
the Fellowship’s point person for connecting churches to resources for the 
prevention of  sexual abuse and misconduct, and will work alongside 
the Clergy Sexual Misconduct Task Force and CBF-partner GRACE (Godly Response to 
Abuse in the Christian Environment).   Jay will discuss current trends and resources that can 
help parents and church staff members create safe, vibrant, and responsive environments for 
ministry and advocacy.  Interested?  Email Blake Kendrick for the Zoom link.  Invite your 
friends, family, and neighbors to join us for this important discussion. 

A Zoom Conversation with Jay Kieve

Blake Kendrick

Engage Cotswold

Make Disciples

Jay Kieve

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
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For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

During the month of  May, Providence will celebrate her own birthday on May 16 (Anniversary 
Sunday) and the Church’s birthday on May 23 (Pentecost Sunday).  These special occasions 
mark time for us as the people of  God – both then and now.  We remind ourselves that the 
same Spirit that inspired the Church is still with us today, and if  we are open to that Spirit,  
we can be filled!

As you might imagine, I have many favorite hymns.  Some have earned a special place because 
of  their rich theology, while others because of  their august musical properties.  Further still, and 
closer to my heart, are those that revive precious memories in my mind.  The hymn “Sweet, 
Sweet Spirit” is most definitely a part of  the latter group.  I can hear my mother’s beautiful alto 
voice blending perfectly with her sisters and brothers, and I can see front porch images vividly  

in my mind’s eye.  As I hum along with these memories, I feel the love of  God and family wash over me.

There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the spirit of  the Lord.
There are sweet expressions on each face, and I know that it’s the presence of  the Lord.

It’s been a while since we’ve seen each other’s sweet expressions at church.  Masks cover our smiles and facial 
movements, but we can be confident that God’s presence is with us—the Holy Spirit filling us with God’s love.  As we 
continue to safely worship together, may our faith lead us to hope, and may our hopes rise in glorious songs of  praise.  

While copyright prevents me from including the sheet music this month, perhaps these lyrics will remind you of  the 
familiar melody … I invite you to sing, remember, and give thanks!

Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet Heavenly Dove, 
stay right here with us filling us with Your love.
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; 
without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived, 
when we shall leave this place.

May the peace of  Christ be with you.

Sweet Expressions

Timothy Hill

Sunday, May 16
Celebrate our 67th anniversary 

with your Providence family! 

Worship @ 10:30am
Special Day of  Music  

and Worship

Fellowship Time
Lemonade and Cookies

Rotunda Green

Anniversary Sunday
Online and IN Person @ 10:30am 

May 2
Communion - 1 John 4:7-21

May 9
Acts 10:44-48

May 16
Anniversary Sunday - Acts 1:15-17; 21-26

May 23
Pentecost Sunday - Romans 8:22-27

May 30
College Graduate Recognition - Isaiah 6:1-8

Sunday Worship

MUSIC AND WORSHIP MINISTRY
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Now through Sunday, May 16
We are asking for 
Providence members to 
submit their nominations 
for Deacon. If  you have 
a candidate in mind, 
please email Nominating 
Committee Chair Kelly Perrone by Anniversary 
Sunday, May 16. You may also drop your nomination 
in the box located in the Rotunda.

The Church Bylaws give the following qualifications 
for a deacon:

“All nominees for the office of  Deacon shall 
exhibit Christian maturity and shall have 
demonstrated their desire and willingness to give 
generously of  their treasure, time, and talent in 
support of  the Church’s mission and ministries.”

Those not eligible are deacons from the past five 
years and those who have been members for less 
than two years. Prayerfully consider those Providence 
members who will fulfill this most important call and 
make your nomination.  Our slate of  12 prospective 
Deacons will be voted on in the fall.

Email Kelly Perrone.
kperrone1111@gmail.com

Deacon Nominations

Charter Members

It’s been 67 
years since 
that first 1954 
Sunday in May 
when our 165 

charter members put the stake in the ground 
and claimed it for God. 

We are blessed that five of  our original 165 
charter members are still with us. Why not 
drop our Charter Members a line and thank 
them for their bravery, vision and wisdom. 

Current Providence Baptist Church 
Charter Members

Mr. Howard M. Byrum
Mr. Joe M. Helms

Mrs. Juanita (Nita) C. Moss
Mrs. Lorraine Starnes

Mrs. Bernice (Jo) H. Taylor

Give Providence a gift for its 
anniversary by designating a special 
donation (above your 2021 pledge). 
Our anniversary gifts often support 
significant capital projects that 
aren’t funded by our annual 
financial plan. This year, our 

anniversary gifts will help provide a new, more 
inviting, border along our athletic fields. The project 
furthers our Providence  Will goal of  creating a safe, 
welcoming space on our campus for our neighbors  
in Cotswold to enjoy.
 
To help move this project forward, 
simple make a donation and mark it as 
“Anniversary Gift” (or use your special 
“church birthday” offering envelope).

An Anniversary Gift

Monday, May 31
The Providence Campus  

will be closed as we  
observe Memorial Day.

Campus Closing

Happy Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 9

Make plans to celebrate Mom 
to the fullest!  Sending a special  

THANK YOU to all of our mothers!

Engage Cotswold

Pastoral Care Info
Please call us at 704.366.4030x147 if you have a 

pastoral care need. We are on-call 24/7. 

Our pastoral care requests are listed every Wednesday 
in the churchwide Diaspora email. If you have a need 

you would like included in this weekly list, contact 
Martha Haigler by Wednesday at 9:00am.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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A big “Thank You” to those who attended our first in-person 2021 
PrimeTimers event which was held on Thursday, April 15th. The group 
met at the Gazebo for a few minutes of fellowship before starting a short 
walk around the church campus with Tom O’Neal, Darren Griffin 
and Glenn McConnell leading the way. The leaders made stops at the 
Providence Friendship Garden, the Memorial Garden & Columbarium 
(established in 2001), with the last stop at the Little Free Pantry and the 
Little Free Library located in the parking lot. We then returned to the 
Gazebo for a lunch of Chic-fil-A sandwiches, chips and water, compliments 
of the Senior Adult Committee. The group also enjoyed an impromptu 
recital by children from our Weekday preschool 4’s class, led by Lana 
Griffin and Lisa Overbey. Thanks to Weekday Director Ursula Taylor for 
arranging the event after talking to our group when they stopped by the church garden earlier in the day. 

Save Thursday, May 20th on your calendar and join us for an in-town road trip to McGill Rose Garden, 
“Charlotte’s Hidden Gem.” Information will be available on Wednesday, May 5th.

Last year we missed playing Bingo in July, so mark your calendar for Thursday, July 15th and let’s PLAY!  
We will meet in the Eddins Room in the Nalley Missions Center. Details will be in the July issue of Connections. 
Enjoy the summer!

Call Wilna Eury with questions.
704.553.2615 

PrimeTimers
Thursday, May 20 

11:00am

McGill Rose 
Garden is 

“Charlotte’s  
Hidden Gem.”  
It is located on  

N. Davidson Street 
near Uptown 

Charlotte.  Join us 
for this fun outing and enjoy God’s 

beauty among us!

 Details and RSVP information will 
be available on Wednesday, May 5th.

Call Wilna Eury. 
704.553.2615 

SC “ADVENTure”
December 2-4 

Tour Charleston and the 
Mepkin Abbey Creche Festival  

with us. The brochure and 
booking instructions are now 

available on Realm. Need more 
info or a printed brochure?

PrimeTimers Bingo
Thursday, July 15 

Let’s PLAY! 
We will meet in the Eddins Room 

in the Nalley Mission Center. 

Details on time and RSVP 
information will be in  
the July Connections.

News from the Senior Adult Committee

Submitted by Wilna Eury, Senior Adult Chair

Our PrimeTimers enjoy a visit with friends!
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In order to be a named endowment with a specific purpose, the endowment 
fund must be at least $10,000.  Generally, the earnings/interest can be used 
each year for a purpose determined by the donor.  Providence Baptist Church 
has 17 endowments which have a specific purpose.  Most use the name of  the 
donor.  One of  our newest endowments is the Clarence Adams Endowment 
Fund - Grounds.  

When my husband and I first joined Providence, our young couples’ Sunday 
School teacher was Clarence Adams.  In addition to being a great Bible 
teacher, Clarence was very involved in the life of  our church.  He served several important leadership roles - Deacon 
Chair and Finance Committee Chair to name just two!  After retirement, Clarence enjoyed working around our 
church property, making sure that the landscaping was beautiful and inviting to everyone.  

When Clarence died in 2018, his wife Bonnie wanted to continue Clarence’s legacy of  providing beauty to our 
grounds.  She established an endowment in his name.  Others contributed in honor of  Clarence.  At the end of  
2020, this fund had grown to a value of  $45,960.  Each year the Property and Grounds Committee can request 
approximately 5% of  the value of  this fund to be used to beautify our property.  

If  our landscaping is important to you, you might consider adding to this endowed fund.  As the fund grows 
(through contributions and earnings), more money will be available for landscaping and I hope that each of  you  
will think of  Clarence as you enjoy the beauty of  our campus.

Clarence Adams Endowment Fund

Submitted by Vivian Carroll, Endowment Chair

Women’s Fall Retreat
Tenacity and Hope: 

Tending Faith in the Unknown

October 8-10
William Black Lodge

Black Mountain, NC
How do we move with tenacity into spaces  

of hope in our lives and the life of the world?  
You are invited to a time of tending, restoration, 

and discovery in this retreat as we look at walking 
with God through the unknown.

Cost:
$225/single or $185/double

Our speaker is 
Dr. Heidi Miller.  

She is a warm soul 
with a passion for 

helping others discover 
God’s truth and love. 

For more information, or to sign up now, contact 
Summer Sneed.

ssneed@providencebc.org

A Heartfelt Thank You
Anne Tunstall has celebrated 
more than 10 years as Co-
Director of  WMU. She has been 
active with WMU since joining 
Providence in 1983. As a mission 
leader at Providence, Anne has 
been a strong leader, being kind 
and compassionate to all. In fact, 
she has brought much joy and 
pleasure to our WMU.

Anne and Bob are moving to her childhood home 
in the country about 40 minutes from Raleigh to be 
close to her daugther and family. WMU will truly 
miss our missionary Anne. 

In Ecclesiastes 3:1, Scripture tells us “for everything 
there is a season.” We want to wish Anne well in her 
new season. Thank you for your leadership in helping 
Providence have a “BIG” heart for missions. God’s 
blessings and love to you, for you will be much missed.

Submitted by Penny Hewett,  WMU Co-Chair

Anne Tunstall
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Staff Recognitions
Shelia Mitchell-Sasser 
celebrates her 19th anniversary 
with Providence this month. She 
is the Financial Associate for our 
Weekday Education Ministry.  
She manages all financial 
transactions and payments for 
that Ministry. Shelia has quite a 
beautiful voice and dotes on her 
grandson (and ALL the children in 
the Weekday Education Ministry).

Shelia Mitchell-Sasser

Summer Sneed celebrates 
her 8th year on staff. She 
is our Communications 
Manager, coordinating all of 
our communications mediums 
including email, website, 
newsletter and other church-wide 
publications. She also dabbles 
in photography, endeavoring to 
capture the Providence spirit in 
our members and their activities.

Summer Sneed

For more information regarding the Activities Ministry contact Katelyn DeVane at 704.366.4030x103 or kdevane@providencebc.org.

Restrictions are starting to relax and that means the Activity Center hours 
and offerings will be expanding.  These changes (and updated scheduling)  
will be communicated in the Diaspora. If you have any questions contact  
Activities Director Katelyn DeVane.

Expanded Activity Center Hours

Calling all volunteers! 
We will be 
cleaning up 

the ball fields 
and any 

other areas 
that need 
attention 

(entrances to 
adjacent neighborhoods,  

retention pond, trails, etc.)  
We would like as many volunteers 
as possible, especially anyone who 

will be playing softball in June!  

Contact Mark Fenimore. 
markfenimore@gmail.com

It’s PICKLEBALL TIME! 
Don’t know what that is? 

 It is the fastest growing sport in 
America for people over 50.  
(We like younger folks, too.)
We provide the equipment.  

All you have to do is have fun! 

BEGINS MAY 6. 
We play every Thursday night 

from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. 
It’s great exercise and great fun.  

Come join us. Just sign up!

Contact Katelyn DeVane. 

PickleballGrounds Work DayMen’s Softball
Summer is right around the corner 
and we are making plans to bring 

back church league sports!  
We are preparing for the possibility 

of Men’s League softball starting 
in June. (Be on the lookout for 

more info in the weekly Diaspora 
emails.) Men, come be a part of this 
opportunity for fun, fellowship, and 

friendly competition. 
If you are interested, email 

Activities Director Katelyn DeVane.

Saturday, May 22
9:00am
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Stephen Ministry
Where did Stephen Ministry originate and how did it get the name “Stephen 
Ministry”? Stephen was one of  the first laypeople commissioned by the 
apostles to care for the community of  believers in Acts 6. Just as Stephen 
helped to meet the growing needs of  the early church, Stephen Ministry 
expands the caring capacity of  congregations. And just as Stephen shared the 
spirit of  Jesus, so Stephen Ministry brings Christ’s healing love to those who 
are hurting. That’s where Stephen Ministry gets its name, and that’s what it’s 
all about—carrying on the spirit of  Stephen.

Please pray that our Stephen Ministers and the Stephen Ministry Team are 
able to provide care for those who are suffering or are in need of  a supportive 
relationship.  If  you or someone you know could use the loving care of  a 
Stephen Minister, please contact Martha Haigler at mhaigler@providencebc.org or 704.608.7947.

Submitted by Bill Griffin

• Andrea Fritsch Munro lost her husband, Chris 
Munro (4.25.2021). Chris was also Bob and Susan 
Fritsch’s son-in-law. 

• Harold and Anne Eddins lost their daughter-in-law, 
Keri Eddins (4.14.2021).

• Dianna Neil lost her daughter,  
Valerie Hall (4.13.2021).

• Margaret Townsend lost her 
grandfather (10.2020).

In Appreciation

Dear Providence Baptist Church,
Thank you so much for providing for the 
needs of  Families Forward Charlotte in your 
Drive Through Blessing event in March.   
We received $670 gift cards that blessed  
15 families, plus toilet paper and paper  
towels for all 46 families we delivered to.   
We are so grateful for you!

Submitted by Families Forward Charlotte

In Christian Sympathy

New Members
Madeline Sesma joined 
Providence March 28. She is 
originally from California and is a 
freshman in college. She moved all 
the way across country to study  
water quality at the Univeristy of  
North Carolina Charlotte.  

She is involved in our college 
ministry and is a delight to know.  
If  you see her at church, invite her  
to lunch and get to know her better! 

Welcome Baby
Bob and Anne Tunstall are 
proud new grandparents. 
Reid Palmer Munaretto 
was born March 26. Reid’s 
parents are Chris and Beth 
Munaretto of  Raleigh, NC. 

Madeline Sesma Thank  you, Providence Friends, for honoring 
the life of  my dear husband, Dudley 
Compton, with memorials and notes. As your 
thoughtful cards arrived, I recorded each 
name to my blessings journal. Months later 
I am still re-reading your words of  comfort 
and feeling your prayers  A true example 
of  Christian love and ministry (and also the 
importance of  mail, especially during these 
isolated times)!!! With deep  gratitude, 

Submitted by Dorothea Compton



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is June 1, 2021.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Friday, May 14th. 
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!

Periodicals
Postage

PAID
Charlotte, NC
USPS 979-940

Postmaster, Send 
Address Corrections to:

CONNECTIONS
4921 Randolph Road

Charlotte, NC 28211-4002
•

CONNECTIONS
USPS 979-940 

Published monthly
plus two special editions 

in April and October.
•

Providence Baptist 
Church

4921 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002 

www.providencebc.org
704.366.2784

“LIKE US” on FACEBOOK! 
Providence Baptist Church - 
Charlotte, NC

“FOLLOW US” ON TWITTER
@pbccommunity

Check Out Our Website!
www.providencebc.org

College Grad Recognition
Sunday, May 30 at 10:30am 
Sanctuary

Spring Grounds Work Day 
Saturday, May 22 at 9:00am
Providence Campus

Anniversary Sunday
Sunday, May 16
10:30am Worship, Fellowship following worship

PrimeTimers Day Trip
Thursday, May 20 at 11:00am
McGill Rose Garden


