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Our Common Goal? The Common Good
In the Old Testament book of 
Jeremiah, God tells the Israelites 
living in Babylon “to seek the 
welfare of the city where I have 
sent you into exile and pray to 
the LORD on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare” 
( Jeremiah 29:7).  
This is one of the most concise 
and compelling statements in all 
of Scripture concerning what 
God expects from His people with 
regards to the common good.  Not 

only does the Bible here affirm that there is such a thing 
as a common good—an idea that is, increasingly, under 
assault these days from both the left and the right—but, 
more importantly for our purposes, the Bible here also 
affirms that God’s people are to seek the common good 
of those societies in which they live.  There is a common 
good—and God expects us to contribute to it.
Our church’s commitment to Bless Charlotte rests 
on this biblical principle.  For more than 65 years 
now, Providence has found a home here on Randolph 
Road.  Charlotte is where we live.  What, then, 
does God expect from us?  Jeremiah 29:7 provides a 
straightforward answer: God expects us to seek the 
welfare of our city and enhance the common good 
here in Charlotte.
How we do this as a congregation is at the heart of 
our Bless Charlotte initiative and the partnership we 
are forming with Families Forward, a relatively new 
ministry organization in our city.
Our Bless Charlotte task force—Sarah Blackwell, 
Bill Brown, Staley Green, Dane Jackson, and Natalie 
Lodato—logged many hours listening, researching, 
surveying, praying, and strategizing together in order 
to discern both where and how Providence might 
best invest our resources to make the biggest positive 
difference in the welfare of Charlotte.  Many churches 
in our city are having this same conversation right now, 
each one trying to figure out where its great passion 
meets Charlotte’s great need.  For some congregations, 
that intersection is affordable housing. For other church 
congregations, it’s economic mobility.
What our Bless Charlotte task force discovered over the 
course of their discernment work was that ours is a two-
fold passion: hunger and education.  Although the list 
of needs in our city is long, hunger and education 
are the two specific areas in which Providence wants to 
be deliberate and intentional about seeking the welfare 
of Charlotte.

Families Forward is walking along this same road, 
focusing its ministry efforts on addressing these two 
areas of great need.  By partnering with Families 
Forward, we will be able to multiply our effectiveness—
combining our energies and talents and resources with 
those of other, like-minded citizens who share our desire 
to live in a city where no one is hungry and every child 
has access to a quality education.  Working together, 
we don’t have to start from scratch but, instead, can 
focus our attention on building relationships, equipping 
families with life skills, and lightening the loads of those 
struggling to make the difficult jump from poverty 
to economic stability while trying to raise, feed, and 
educate little ones.  
What I like most about this partnership with Families 
Forward is the emphasis on reciprocal relationships—
that is, the conviction that all of us have something to 
learn from, share with, and give to one another.  It’s not 
a one-way street running from giver to taker.  Instead—
ideally—good neighbors bless each other.  Developing 
these kinds of life-giving, trust-driven relationships, 
however, takes time. It’s more of a marathon than a 
sprint, a point driven home by our task force in its 
presentations to the ministry staff, to the deacons, to 
the Coordinating Council, and to the congregation at 
the quarterly conference in August.  
We do sprints pretty well.  Marathons?  They don’t 
come as easily to us.  Doing sustained, focused ministry 
over the long haul is something we’re going to grow into.  
It will take time, but it will happen.
On page 15 of this edition of Connections, Sarah 
Blackwell, our community ministry intern, shares more 
practical information about what lies ahead as we begin 
working with Families Forward to Bless Charlotte in 
Jesus’ name.  She’s already introduced our students 
to what Families Forward is doing.  Throughout 
November, she’ll do the same for the rest of us.  There 
will soon be plenty of ways for all of us to put our gifts 
and talents to good use through Families Forward.  
Everyone at Providence can do something to Bless 
Charlotte in this ministry initiative.  That’s been a 
priority of mine from the very beginning: Finding 
a partnership with a focused purpose and a broad 
platform that offers multiple ways for people of all ages, 
interests, and abilities to plug in.  Families Forward, 
I believe, will be that ministry partner for us.  Working 
together, everyone can do something to seek the welfare 
of our city—and that’s good news for all of us who call 
Charlotte home.
May the peace of Christ be with you!    

Lee Canipe

SENIOR PASTOR
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Cultivate Generosity - 2019 Providence Financial 
Plan Weekly Requirement               $45,192
The average weekly requirement is the $2,350,000 financial 
plan for missions and ministry divided by 52 weeks.

Gifts and Contributions:
Through Sunday, 10/20   $1,510,788

Ministry Costs:             
Through Sunday, 10/20  $1, 693,725

Where We Are:
Through Sunday, 10/20            $ - 182,938

October 20, 2019
Deacon on call (Weekdays): 704.366.4030x147
October 27 - November 1:  Judy Taylor
November 3 - 8: Garo Aghjayan
November 10 - 15: Gaelyn Wanek
November 17 - 22: Steven Allison 
November 24 - 29:  Susan Cannon

Deacon on Call

Minister on call (Weekends): 704.366.4030x147
November 1 - 4:  Timothy Hill
November 8 - 11:  Julia Wright
November 15 - 18:  Dane Jackson
November 22 - 25:  Lee Canipe
November 29 - December 2:  Blake Kendrick

Minister on Call

When our long-term strategic plan was developed 
almost two years ago, there was a reason Cultivate 
Generosity was established as the first pillar of  
Providence  Will.  Without instilling within the 
hearts and minds of  our congregation the need—
and indeed, the desire—to Cultivate Generosity, 
the authors of  that plan knew that all the other 
pillars would never succeed. So, the Stewardship 

Committee is charged with continuing to keep this a priority and at 
the forefront of  our attention.

By now you should have received your 2020 Financial Covenant 
in the mail. This year you will notice that we are presenting you 
with our proposed Financial Plan for Missions and Ministry, 
and outlining the dollar amounts allotted for each of  the five 
pillars of  Providence  Will. Dig deeper into the website link and 
discover some of  the ways those dollars will be spent and how 
all generations will benefit by reaching, and possibly surpassing, 
this goal! You will have the opportunity every Sunday between 
October 27 and  November 24 to hand in your commitment, your 
covenant between you and God.  By the first week in December, 
we would like to establish the successful conclusion to next year’s 
plan. We ask you to prayerfully consider your participation, 
trusting that God will provide if  we only trust in Him.  How 
amazing it would be if  we entered the new year looking forward 
to the great things God has in store for Providence in 2020!

Providence Will...Cultivate Generosity

As of October 20, 2019
        Submitted by Bunnie Walker

Cultivate 
Generosity

Providence Will

TOTAL 
YTD  

GIVING 
  

TOTAL 
 YTD 
PLANNED 
MINISTRY  
COSTS 

$2,500,000

0

500,000

1,500,000

1,000,000

250,000

750,000

1,250,000

1,750,000

2,000,000

2,250,000

2019 Approved Mission 
and Ministry Plan 

$2,350,000

2019 Approved Mission 
and Ministry Plan 
$2,350,000

Cultivate Generosity 
2019  

$1,510,788 
10/20/2019

$1,693,725 
10/20/2109 

As we head into the last two months of  2019, remember that you can give to Providence from your  
401k distribution tax free.  Just call the church Finance Office to see how!
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, contact Kristen Hendrix at 704.366.4030x125 or khendrix@providencebc.org.

Children’s Bible Drill
Beginning November 3

5:00pm – 6:30pm
For children grades 3-5

Help hide Scripture deep 
in your child’s heart. 

Sign up your child in the Children’s Ministry Office.

Passport Kids Camp
July 15 - 18

St. Andrew’s University
Laurinburg, NC

For children in grades 3 - 5.

Sign up now! 
$100 deposit due by December 31.

Sunday, November 24
9:00am

It’s time for our annual  
Sunday School class picture!

Every child who is  
photographed will receive  

a free group photo!

Picture Day

Friday, December 6
6:00pm

Meal: 
$7.50 students/adults

$5.00 preschoolers/children
Wreath: $15.00

Begin the Season with our 
family-favorite Advent Dinner.  

Receive a devotion booklet your family can use 
throughout December to teach your children the 

real reason for the season. 

Family Advent Dinner

Welcome Baby
Adam and Danielle Conrad  

welcomed baby boy  
Logan Matthew on October 3. 

He is the little brother  
to Annelise and Darcy.

Wednesday, November 6
6:00pm – 7:00 pm
Activity Center Parlor

Come and learn tips for keeping  
the joy in your family’s holiday. 

 Gift-giving suggestions and ideas for 
family celebrations will also be given. 
Childcare Provided. This event will  

be held during the MOPS hour.

Preparing for the Holidays

Engage Cotswold

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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November 5 
Cookie Dough Pick Up (PAC)

November 19 
Thanksgiving Lunch

November 27 
Preschool Closes at 12:00pm
Full Care Closes at 1:00pm

November 28 - 29 
Closed for the 

Thanksgiving Holiday

From the Desk of Ms. Ursula
The dictionary defines “Thanksgiving” as an “act of  giving thanks” and as “a public 
acknowledgement of  the celebration of  divine goodness.”  Are we setting this example in our 
homes?  We know that our young ones miss nothing and absorb everything.  You can use this 
to your advantage and lead your children’s hearts to a place of  thankfulness.  Luke 12:34 tells 
us, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Show your child where your 
heart really is.  This Thanksgiving season do something with your children to help them put 
their thankfulness into action.  There are many things you can do as a family.

1. Make a thankfulness chain.  Cut “1 inch” wide strips of  colored paper.  On each paper write one thing that  
you are thankful for.  Then glue the strip into a circle, linking it to the one before.  Then hang it as a decoration 
for your Thanksgiving feast. 

2. Serve Thanksgiving Dinner.  There are many organizations and church groups that serve Thanksgiving dinner 
to the less fortunate.  I remember doing this myself  as a child, I can’t tell you how rewarding it was to know that 
I had met someone’s need and touched a heart. 

3. Prepare a Feast Box for a family in need.  All over our community there are families in need.  Go through your 
pantry and help your child pick out items to put into the “Feast Box” to give to another family.  Local churches 
are often able to identify a family in need.  These families may have a roof  over their heads but can barely feed 
their family, let alone buy things for a feast.  

While I know that we are all grateful for what God has given us, I would encourage us all to be more obvious in 
expressing that thanks.  Our children will emulate what they see.  I hope that my children not only hear about my 
thankfulness, but also see it lived out in my attitude and action.  We can never be too thankful.

Ursula Taylor

The children and 
staff of the Weekday 
Education Ministry 
participated with 
Providence  in 
supporting the annual 
Charlotte Crop Walk.  
We want to say “thank 
you” to all who 
walked and/or made a 
financial contribution 
to support our efforts to 

stop hunger in our city. We supported Crisis Assistance 
Ministry, Loaves and Fishes, and Second Harvest 
Food Bank of Metrolina.

CROP WALK Dates to Remember

For more information about the Weekday Education Ministry, contact Kimberly Gray at 704.366.4030x129 or kgray@providencebc.org.
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For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 or gmulley@providencebc.org.

The Antidote to Worry
“Therefore, don’t worry and say, ‘What are we going to eat?’ or ‘What are we going to drink?’ or ‘What are we going 
to wear?’ Gentiles long for all these things. Your heavenly Father knows that you need them. Instead, desire first and 
foremost God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  Matthew 6:31-33

  “In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice!
  Look to God, do not be afraid. Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
  Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.” (from Communaute de Taizé)

One of the best antidotes to worry is to appreciate God’s goodness. Jesus gives us the absolute 
best antidote—seek God’s Kingdom in everything we do. But what does that mean?

Time and time again, God’s Word tells us what the Kingdom is like. It is where the forgotten are 
noticed and the hungry are fed. It is where justice, mercy, forgiveness, and love live.

So to seek God’s Kingdom, we forgive and ask for forgiveness, show mercy, work for justice, and always love. We find 
ways to notice the forgotten and feed the hungry. We serve others, and we do it to glorify God.

It has happened that when I serve others, I find answers to problems that were worrying me. But even when answers 
do not come easily, the worries fade. For when I meet Jesus in those I serve, I find there is little room left to worry—my 
heart and mind are filled with other things, and I am focused on God.

When worry sneaks in, may God grant you glimpses of God’s Kingdom. As you meet Christ in those you serve, may 
God strengthen your trust in Him, so that your heart, mind, and soul are focused on God alone.
“Sing to God with gratitude in your hearts. Whatever you do, whether in speech or action, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus and give thanks to 
God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:16b-17

Dane Jackson

Winter Ski Retreat
January 24 - 26 | Winterplace, WV

Registration NOW OPEN! Sign up on the website. 
Deposits are due December 1.

High School Fall Retreat
November 22 - 24 | Awanita

Enjoy a weekend of fellowship, music, and retreat. 
Register / find other information on the website!
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Main Events Calendar
Get these Main Events on your calendar. 

Be sure to look on our website for  
detailed information!

 
December 8

Middle School Christmas Party 
 

December 15
High School Christmas Party 

 

January 24 - 26
Winter Ski Retreat 

 

April 24 - 26
High School Spring Retreat 

 

June 7
Baccalaureate Sunday 

 

July 6 - 11
PASSPORTmissions Camp

July 19 - 25
High School Mission Trip 

Holiday Hangouts, Summer Schedule, and other 
events will be announced month by month.  

Times, locations, costs, and other details are subject  
to change and can be found on our website  

or on social media!

Christmas Parties
Join us for holiday snacks and games while 

wearing your best red and green 
(or even your best holiday onesie)! 

We are in need of a host home for both parties. 
Contact George or Dane to sign up.

High School
Sunday, December 15th at 5:00pm

Middle School
Sunday, December 8th at 5:00pm 

SNL Series

This series focuses on developing a community of students who 
don’t just do different things, but who genuinely live different. 
We’ll take a look at some of the Beatitudes and ask the 
question, “What if the Beatitudes were the beat of our lives?” 
Just as musicians look for the beat to follow along with in a 
song, could we turn to the Beatitudes as the central  
driving beat to our lives? 

Sunday Nights 
5:00pm - 7:00pm

STUDENT MINISTRY



www.providencebc.org8

What Do I Do with My Pain?
The holiday season is fast 
approaching.  This time of  
the year is often touted as “the 
happiest season of  all.”   But this 
sentiment is not true for everyone.  
The holiday season can be a time 
of  great pain and grief  for those 
who have lost loved ones and 
those who carry heavy spiritual 
and emotional burdens.  Recent 
research suggests that this time 
of  the year can worsen one’s 

experience of  emotional pain and depression.  This 
phenomenon has come to be known as the “holiday 
blues.”  The holidays can leave folks feeling isolated and 
stressed, especially when their mood is such a contrast 
to all the bright lights and cheerful parties.  It is helpful 
to be reminded that many around us carry heavy 
burdens—often in silence.  And if  we’re honest, all of  us 
carry some level of  emotional and spiritual baggage in 
our daily lives.  What do we do with our pain?      
 

In Isaiah 40, we find these words:  “Comfort, O comfort 
my people, says your God.”  Ours is a God who 
comforts our pains, heals our wounds, and eases our 
suffering.  When we are tempted to hide our pain from 
God and others, we read these words from Isaiah that 
remind us that God longs to comfort us.

On November 3, our church family will gather to 
worship God, acknowledge our pain, and find comfort 
in God’s healing presence.  The Faith Formation Team 
is hosting A Service of  Night Prayer with prayers 
for healing at 5:30pm in the Sanctuary.  Childcare is 
available upon request.  This will be a quiet, peaceful 
service featuring soft music and lighting, the opportunity 
to be anointed with oil, and the opportunity to light a 
candle to honor your source of  loss, pain, or grief.

If  childcare is required, please RSVP to Blake Kendrick 
by October 30.  Jesus says in Matthew 11:28:  “Come to 
me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest.”  Join us for this peaceful service of  healing, and be 
reminded that Jesus is the “Prince of  Peace.”              

Blake Kendrick

The Epistle of  Saint James
Thursdays, 11:00am - 12:00pm

Eddins Room
Nalley Missions Center

We’ve got two weeks left of  this study.   Join us as we 
finish our exploration of  this ancient letter.

Thursday Bible Study

Thursday, November 7
 James 5:1-12 
 The Rich and the Suffering

Thursday, November 14
 James 5:13-20 – Praying in Faith 

For more information regarding Adult Discipleship contact Blake Kendrick at 704.366.4030x126 or bkendrick@providencebc.org.

Fall Women’s Retreat 2020
October 2 - 4, 2020 

Get it on your calendar 
and plan on joining us at 
William Black Lodge in 
Black Mountain, NC!! 

Save the Date!

Make Disciples

We will be taking our winter break from November 21 
through January 23, when we resume our study with the 
book of  Acts.

Look for announcements 
regarding the retreat 
theme, speaker and other 

important details in the near future. You will sit on the 
front porch, breathe deep the mountain air, and dig into 
God’s Word. For now, we just want you to save the date 
on your calendar so that you can join us in the beautiful 
mountains of  North Carolina for this meaningful time 
together with the women of  Providence. 

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY



MUSIC MINISTRY

 CONNECTIONS 9

For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

Last month, a group from our Encore Singers participated in the North Carolina Senior 
Adult Choir Festival, held at Ardmore Baptist Church in Winston-Salem.  Around a theme 
of  “How Can I Keep From Singing,” clinician and composer Mary McDonald led over 200 
singers (from 14 different churches) in a time of  learning, singing, worship and fun!  Those who 
attended remarked that it was a wonderful trip, and they hoped to return again next year.     

The Senior Adult Choir Festival was a blessing in so many ways!  The final worship service lifted our 
spirits through Scripture and song and motivated us all to be instruments of God’s love and light.   
The fun, fellowship, and laughter enjoyed by the 18 participants from our church created a bond of 
friendship and kinship that will be forever remembered!          Sharon  Winstead

The Encore Singers Choir meets each Thursday from 9:30am to 10:30am in the Gordon Weekly Chapel.   
New members, guests and friends are always welcome to come and sing with us!  Soli Deo Gloria,  Tim

Reflection of Praise

Handbell Tables

You may have been in the Sanctuary recently and 
wondered about the removal of  several pews from 
the far side of  the balcony. The Property Committee 
approved this location as the permanent home for our 
handbell tables where each of  our children’s, student 
and adult handbell choirs 
will rehearse and perform. 
We are eager for our team 
of  talented carpenters to 
build and install the tables. 
We think it will be an 
amazing addition to our 
beautiful worship space.  

A Work in Progress
Sunday, December 1

5:00pm
Experience the joys, the sounds and the sights of  the 
season as we celebrate the Hanging of  the Green. The 
Music Ministry presents this beautiful service of  music 
and worship. From our youngest to our students to our 

adults, everyone plays 
their part in this special 
time of  celebration.

Childcare is available 
by request. 

Contact  Julia Wright 
704.366.4030x140.

Hanging of the Green

Timothy Hill
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Daylight Saving Time
Sunday, November 3

Fall Back!

Congratulations to our newly  
affirmed deacons. The deacon  
vote was 99% YES.

Deacon Election Results

Vivian Carroll
Donna Eason
Shane Hughes
Susan B. Jones
Suzanne Lail
Cayce Martin

Jennifer Mulley
Tom O’Neal

Ted Sparks, Jr. 
Rita Stanley

Charles Stroupe
Bunnie Walker

Sunday, November 3
10:30am in the Sanctuary

All Saints’ Day

Remember those saints who  
have gone before us on this  
special Sunday of worship.

Sunday, November 3
5:30pm in the Sanctuary

A Service of Night Prayer

Experience healing and 
peace as you worship  
during this quiet and 
meditative service. 

November 3
All Saints’ Day

Daniel 7:1-3, 13-18

November 10
Luke 20:27-38

November 17
Malachi 3:18-4:2a

November 24
Stephen Ministry Commissioning

Jeremiah 23:1-6

December 1
Isaiah 2:1-5

November Sundays

Make Disciples

Join us for worship and fellowship!

8:15am Hot Breakfast
9:00am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

Be sure to set your clocks 
back ONE HOUR 
before going to bed on 
Saturday, November 2.  
You’ll enjoy that extra 
hour of sleep!

PrimeTimers’ Luncheon
Thursday, November 21

12:00pm
The Senior Adult 
Committee is excited 
to welcome back 
Mr.  Jeff Perks who 
will provide our 
entertainment this 
month. You won’t 
want to miss his 
special touch on the piano!

Come enjoy a fabulous buffet lunch with your friends. 
Tickets are $7 and reservations are required.  

Be sure to RSVP for this event by Sunday,  
November 17 by calling 704.366.4030x211.  

You may also sign up at the front desk.
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Wednesday Nights

November 6
Country Style Steak

Steamed Rice
Green Beans
Yeast Rolls

Apple Streusel  
Bread Pudding

November 13
Q4 CONFERENCE
Fried Chicken

Macaroni and Cheese
Broccoli Casserole

Biscuits
Cherry Cobbler with Vanilla Ice Cream

November 20
RISE AGAINST HUNGER
Roast Turkey Breast
Corn Bread Dressing

Green Beans
Glazed Carrots

Cranberry Sauce
Pecan Pie or Pumpkin Pie

November 27
No Wednesday Night Dinner

Happy Thanksgiving!

Fellowship Dinner Menu

PRICES: Adults and Teens $8.00, Seniors $7.00, 
Children $5.00, Max Family $25.00

Come enjoy our family-friendly buffet  
every Wednesday from 4:45pm – 6:00pm 

in the Crouch Fellowship Hall. 

Take the night “off” and join us for a fabulous dinner.
We’ve got a great menu planned for you!

 4:30pm  Children’s Bells
 4:45pm  Dinner Line Opens
 5:30pm  Student and Children’s Choirs
 6:15pm  Adult Seminars, 
   Student Fusion
   and Children’s Missions  
 7:00pm  Dismissal

Wednesdays are Wonderful
We’ve got a great line-up for Wednesday nights at 
Providence. From food, to music, to missions, to 
studies, everyone can find their place during our 
evenings together. 

Pizza and Salad Bar always included.

“Nurturing through Nature” 
Led by Rita Stanley

Eddins Room/Nalley Missions Center
 

“The Deeper Journey”  
Led by Blake Kendrick

Gordon Weekley Chapel

November 13
Q4 at 5:45pm

Crouch Fellowship Hall 

November 20
Rise Against Hunger at 6:00pm

Activity Center Gym
Work together with your entire church 
family to help feed the world’s hungry! 
It’s a massive service project and it all 
happens on November 20! Come, help 
us RISE AGAINST HUNGER!

November 27
No Wednesday Night Activities

Happy Thanksgiving!

Make Disciples

November 6
6:15pm - 7:00pm

ADULT STUDIES 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
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Wednesday,  November 20
6:00pm

Activity Center Gym

Join the Providence church 
family and package meals for 
the hungry. We were successful 
in packaging 10,000 meals in 
2018. And we’re up for the 
challenge again. 

Last year, senior adults taught school-aged children  
how to do their part. Teenagers ran bags of rice from 
table to table, filling up the bins for the packagers. 
Young fathers shared their work load with their 
children. The gong was heard after the completion of 
every 1,000 meals packaged and cheers erupted from 
the gym. This year, we’re going to do it again. Don’t 
miss this incredible evening of fellowship, service, 
smiles and cheers. 

Saturday,  November 2
8:30am - 11:30pm

Rotunda Parking Lot 

The community is welcome to this shredding 
event. Bring your sensitive documents  
to Providence  
and have  
them shredded  
for peace  
of  mind. 

Thanks to Carroll Financial  
for making this event possible. 

Shred It Day

Saturday,  November 30
8:00am - 12:00pm

The Gordon 
Weekley Chapel  

will be open for you.

Prayer Vigil

• Sally Higgins in the death of  her father,  
Max Clayton on October 1.  

• Madeline Brown and her family in the death 
of  her grandmother, Lois Scott on  
October 10.  

• Lynn Osment and 
family in the death of  
her brother-in-law  
Billy Wayne Thompson 
on October 15.

In Sympathy

Rise Against Hunger
Donate to this church-wide mission collection project. 
We will be packaging meals for the world’s hungry on 
Wednesday, November 20, but first we must purchase 

the food for those meals. Please be generous!
Make checks payable to Providence and write  

“RISE” in the memo line.

Mission Collection

Tuesday, November 5
10:30am Connie Andrews Prayer Group

11:30am General meeting
Nalley Missions Center

Program: 
Disaster Relief  for 

North Carolina

WMU Meeting

Churchwide Mission Project

Send Apostles
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Hanging of  the Green
Sunday, December 1

 
Family Advent Dinner  

Friday, December 6  

Baby’s 1st Christmas
Sunday, December 8

Behold the Lamb of  God
Wednesday, December 11

Angel Breakfast
Sunday, December 15

Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 22

Christmas Eve Worship
Tuesday, December 24

10:00am Children, Candles and Carols
5:00pm Candlelight, Communion and Carols

11:30pm Candlelight and Communion

Advent Planning

Track Refurbishment
Come check out our refurbished track! The natural pit 
dust surface is easier on the body’s joints than asphalt 
or concrete. So come out and walk five laps to equal 
your mile and enjoy!  

As part of our Engage 
Cotswold initiative, the 
Activities Committee 
reached out to 
landscaping companies 
about returning our 
track to its original 
condition. Eric Lanier of 
Lanier Site Services Inc. 
volunteered to perform 
the work as a donation 
to our church! The 
Activities Committee 

would like to express our sincere thanks to Lanier Site 
Services for their generous donation! We are so pleased 
with the end result!

Sunday School:
Experience the Christmas season 
anew this year by studying Advent, 
why we celebrate it, and how it fuels 
our worship of  Jesus. This study will 
offer a deeper understanding into 
God’s hope, peace, joy, and love 
during the Christmas season.

December 8 - Good luck on exams!
December 15 - Advent: Hope & Peace
December 22 - Advent: Joy & Love
December 29 - Christmastide
January 5 - Epiphany

College Ministry
As December 
approaches, college 
students will be returning 
home for a break from 
their studies and our 
college Providence group 
will resume. We’ll kick 
off the holiday season with a time of fellowship in our 
new Sunday School room (2132) on December 1. All 
Students are welcome! Mark your calendars with the 
following dates and join us for food, fun, and fellowship.

Events:
College Christmas Party, Date TBD
(If you are a parent of a college student and would 
be willing to host our Christmas Party, please contact 
Caitie Jackson at cjackson@providencebc.org.)

More Info:
Website: www.providencebc.org/college
Instagram: @pbccollegeclt

Make Disciples
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New Members, Welcome!

Coleman Hunt joined 
Providence on September 29 

by confession of faith. He is the 
son of Pete and Leslie Hunt and 
the brother of Ava, Audrey and 
Claire Hunt. Coleman will be 
baptized in the coming weeks. 

Church Staff Anniversary
John Ivey celebrates his first 
anniversary with Providence 
November 19.   John is a fixer, a 
get-things-done, make-it-right kind 
of guy. Above all else, John is a 
gentleman. And he’s always praising 
God. We’re blessed daily by his 
attitide AND his aptitude. We’re 
grateful you are here, John! Thank 
you for all you do at Providence!

Church Office Holiday
Thursday, 

November 28  
and Friday,  

November 29

The church offices will be closed  
as we celebrate Thanksgiving with our families. 

Katie and John Hartwell joined 
Providence on October 13 by 

statement of faith and previous 
baptism.  Katie and John have a 

daughter, Zoe, who is two years old. 

Mark Fox joined Providence on 
October 6 by statement of faith 

and previous baptism. He is 
married to Susan Fox and they 
have an adult son, Mark Fox, Jr.

The Moerman family joined Providence on October 
20. Erika and Mike Moerman joined by statement of 
faith. Lauren (8th grade) and Lindsey (4th grade) joined 
by confession of faith. Both girls will be baptized in the 
coming weeks. Welcome to Providence!

John Ivey
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November is Families Forward 
Focus month! In 2017, Families 
Forward was formed by local 
citizens that were distraught by 
the 2014 Harvard/Berkley report 
that ranked Charlotte as the worst 
major city for upward mobility. 
The founders saw the need to help 
families in poverty not only survive, 
but thrive. The main goal of  the 
organization is to “ease the burden 
of  poverty and provide opportunity 

to families by: connecting families to resources, providing 
a support system, providing educational opportunities, 
and helping families break through mental and financial 
barriers to their overall success.” 

In the two years since inception, Families Forward notes 
many accomplishments including:

• Connecting 35 impoverished families with a 
volunteer Family Liaison.

• Helping families set life goals and create an action 
plan for their goals.

• Hosting 9 workshops that were made accessible by 
providing transportation, childcare and meals.

• Connecting families with existing resources in the 
community. 

• Providing 2000+ Weekend Food Packs to food-
insecure families. 

• Supplying 100+ baskets filled with toiletries, cleaning 
supplies, seasonal items, and grocery gift cards. 

• Providing 7 families with a deposit to move into 
housing, paid for 2 certifications so parents can 
return to work, and funded $15,000+ in other 
essential needs.

This information, as well as much more, can be found 
at www.familiesforwardcharlotte.org.  I encourage you 
to follow them on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram to be 
aware of  immediate needs of  the organization and hear 
about the good work that is going on! 

In October, our students learned more about Families 
Forward, and then they packed 100 weekend food 
backpacks for distribution at local elementary schools.
In addition, members of  the Cornerstone Sunday 
School Class donated clothing  
for a family with eight children  
in the program!

During this month, there will be 
a variety of  ways for the entire 
Providence family to learn more  
about Families Forward, and we will 
offer opportunities to dig in and really get involved. 
I encourage you to join us in making a difference in  
our community as we seek to Bless Charlotte.

Families Forward

Bless Charlotte

Sarah Blackwell

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to Providence Baptist Church for hosting our Annual Celebration of  
Sacred Music on Sunday, September 30th. The support and assistance of  ministerial, administrative and custodial staff 
is greatly acknowledged. Thank you for allowing us the use of  your church facilities to present this ecumenical service of  
worship for the community.
       The Officers and the Board of Directors of Metropolitan Music Ministries    

My dear and precious friends of  Providence Baptist (in town and out of  town):  
Please know how much I appreciate your prayers, calls, food, visits, for loving me and for the many other things you have 
done while I am not able to get up and walk around. I thank God for you as you have been a blessing to me. 
           Sister Sarah Sue Gray  Watson

To all our Providence family. Our deepest thanks to all of  you for your ongoing support 
before, during and after Dutch’s surgery and rehab. We were overwhelmed by the cards, 
expressions of  concern, and the many offers of  help, some of  which we accepted. Most 
of  all, thank you for your prayers. They make all the difference. We love being part of  
such a caring church.       
       Dutch and Sally Klintworth

Notes of Appreciation



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is December 1, 2019

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Friday, November 15.
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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Rise Against Hunger
Wednesday, November 20 at 6:00pm 
Activity Center

A Service of Night Prayer 
Sunday, November 3 at 5:30pm 
Sanctuary

Hanging of the Green 
Sunday, December 1 at 5:00pm 
Sanctuary

PrimeTimers’ Luncheon
Thursday, November 21 at 12:00pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall


