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Wisely Waiting

When will we start worshiping 
together again in the Sanctuary?
March 8 was the last Sunday we 
gathered as a large congregation 
for worship in our Sanctuary.  
That’s a long time to be apart, a 
long time to be a scattered church.  
We miss being together.  
We miss sharing that sacred space.  

We miss seeing one another.  We miss the feeling of 
praising and singing and praying and listening in the 
company of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
So, naturally, we want to know: When will we start 
worshiping together again in the Sanctuary?

I wish I could give you a date.  
What I can do, though, is tell you that we will start 
worshiping together again in the Sanctuary when 
North Carolina enters Phase 3 of the reopening process 
and the governor tells us that it’s safe for a crowd of 
150 people to be indoors together. These are the two 
criteria for resuming in-person, indoor worship that 
our Covid-19 Task Force set as part of the Providence 
reopening plan that was first published in the June issue 
of Connections.  Since then, the plan has appeared in the 
July, August, and September newsletters as well.   

The Covid-19 Task Force has been meeting regularly 
since mid-March to guide decisions and shape our 
ministry together during this time of doing church 
remotely.  (The members of the task force are listed on 
the next page.)  These leaders have relied on advice 
both from public health officials and from three 
physicians in our own congregation—Matt Blackwell, 
Hilary Canipe, and Ashley Honeycutt—to establish 
a way forward that balances our desire to be together 
with our commitment to loving our neighbors and 
promoting the common good.  I am grateful for the 
good, prayerful, discerning work they’ve done.
Nevertheless, it’s hard to be patient while we wait to hear 
the happy news that North Carolina has entered Phase 3 
and indoor gatherings of 150 people have been declared 
safe by our public health officials.  We know it will 
happen—but we just don’t know when.  And that’s hard.

What makes this waiting even harder is knowing that 
other churches in Charlotte are already worshiping 
together, in-person and indoor.  Some of them have 
been doing so for quite some time now.  Religious 
organizations are not bound by the same kind of legal 
restrictions on indoor gatherings that apply to places 
like restaurants, sports arenas, theaters, and so forth.  
So, it’s a fair question: If other churches can worship 
together, in-person and indoor, during this pandemic, 
then why can’t we?

A verse that I’ve often found helpful in these sorts of 
situations is 1 Corinthians 6:12, where Paul writes 
that “all things are lawful for me, but not all things 
are beneficial.”  In other words, just because I can 
do something doesn’t mean that I should.  I have 
consistently found that to be sound guidance.  Indeed, 
as we discover throughout the book of Proverbs, 
wisdom is a gift from God, given to God’s people for 
their own good.  We ignore it at our own risk—and, 
these days, at the risk of others as well.
Still, even in a pandemic, it’s good for the body of 
Christ at Providence to come together from time to 
time in a way that is safe, sensible, and—yes—wise.  

Sunday, October 4, will be one of those occasions.  
That day is World Communion Sunday, when 
Christians around the world celebrate the good news 
that, through Jesus Christ, we are one people in the 
eyes of God.  To mark this day, we will have an in-
person, outdoor Service of Word and Table at 9:00am 
in the grassy space and parking lot outside the Rotunda 
entrance.  This will be a very simple service—there 
will be no music—but we will pray, we will hear God’s 
word, I will preach, and we will share the Lord’s 
Supper in a safe, socially-distanced fashion.  
If you choose to come, please wear a mask and bring 
your own lawn chair.  If you choose not to come, live-
streamed worship in the Sanctuary will begin, as usual, 
at 10:30am.
When will we start worshiping together again in the 
Sanctuary?  I hope it will be soon.  Every Sunday that 
passes brings us one Sunday closer to being together 
again in our sacred space.  In the meantime, let us 
continue to encourage one another to be faithful, 
patient, and willing to be guided by God’s wisdom.
May the peace of Christ be with you!

Lee Canipe

WHO?

WHY?

WHAT’S NEW?

WHEN?

Do not forsake wisdom and she will 
protect you. Love her, and she will 
watch over you.  Proverbs 4:6

CONNECTING
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Since mid-March, our COVID Task Force has met regularly, pouring over 
information, weighing consequences, debating procedures and determining 
the best course of action for our church. The main focus of the Task Force has 
been to keep Providence members safe in the wake of the pandemic. Thank 
you to these church and staff members, who have given countless hours in service to all of us during a time of long 
separation and great unknowns. 

Our COVID Task Force Team

David Eskew
 Deacon Chair
Mark Powers 
 Deacon Chair-Elect
Steve Jarrett 
 Moderator
Hunter Cook 
 Moderator-Elect
Ursula Taylor 
 Director of Weekday Education Ministry
Rocky Cannon 
 Interim Church Administrator
Carson Dean 
 Director of Church Operations
Myra Zweier 
 Personnel Chair
Kim McKinney
 Finance Chair

Lee Canipe 
 Senior Pastor
Timothy Hill 
 Minister of Music
Blake Kendrick
 Minister for Adult Discipleship
Julia Wright
 Minister with Children and Their Families
Dane Jackson
 Minister with Students and Their Families
Katelyn DeVane
 Director of Activities Ministry

Health Care Advisors:
 Matt Blackwell, MD
 Hilary Canipe, MD
 Ashley Honeycutt, MD

Minister on call: 704.366.4030x147
September 30 - October 5:  Julia Wright
October 6 - 12: Timothy Hill 
October 13 - 19:  Lee Canipe 
October 20 - 26:  Blake Kendrick 
October 27 - November 2:  Dane Jackson

Minister on Call
Although we are not allowed to visit members 
in the hospital, and our 
personal contact must remain 
at a minimum, we are still 
ministering, praying and 
supporting our church family. 
Please call if  you need anything. 

Faithful Giving
Please continue to give faithfully . . . our ministries 
are still very active. Consider scheduling your giving 
directly through your bank, saving us processing fees.

Or mail your gift to:
Providence Baptist Church

4921 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

See all your giving options when you 
visit our website:

providencebc.org/why-give

Cultivate Generosity

PROVIDENCE NEWS
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, visit the website at www.providencebc.org/cherish-the-gift.

A Special Gift for First Graders
Our First Graders recently received their own personal Bibles from Providence in a special 
ceremony held at the Gazebo in early September.  These children were proud to receive 
their Bibles.  But, receiving the Good Book is only the first step. Now, the journey begins 
as parents work to teach their children how to read and to use their Bibles. As your child 
begins to handle the Bible, talk about how it is a special book that teaches us about God.   
Start reading in the New Testament, so children can hear stories about Jesus, like “Jesus and 
the Children,” “A Boy Shared His Lunch,” “Jesus Heals a Blind Man,” and “The Birth of 
Jesus.”  Encourage your child to find the place 
where the story is located in the Bible. Learning 
and locating the four Gospels is a good place for 
children to begin.

In the days to come, when we return to in-person teaching at church, 
your child’s Sunday School teacher will partner with you in this 
learning process.  Make sure your child brings his Bible with him to 
Sunday School each week.  Keep your child’s Bible bag hanging on her 
bedroom door so that she will always be able to find it when it is time to 
go to church. Take advantage of these teachable years and help your child learn and grow in their Bible skills!

Sunday Bible Storytime

Preschoolers are invited to join us on Sundays
As we hear a Bible story and sing songs together!

Preschoolers

Children in grades 1 - 5 are invited to join Mrs. Naomi 
Coward every Sunday as she teaches the lesson.

School Age

Children’s CROP Walk

Please ask your friends 
and neighbors to support 
your walk so that we can 
raise money to feed our 

hungry neighbors.   

Remember: 

Bring your money
to the walk on 

October 7.

Wednesday, October 7
  5:30pm – 6:30pm

Aubrey Arant Soccer Fields 

All of our RA’s and GA’s in Grades 1 - 5
  are invited to participate in the

CROP Walk.

Mothers of Preschoolers

October 7            Rotunda Lawn
October 21               Gazebo
November 4             Gazebo
November 18           Gazebo

 Select 
Wednesdays

Julia  Wright

Look for your link in the Sunday Bundle.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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For more information about the Weekday Education Ministry, visit the website at www.providencebaptistweekday.org.

The weekend is over and it’s time to get back to work.  As much as we want to hold on to our 
time at home, we must face the harsh reality that Monday is here.  Mondays seem to bring 
challenges that other days of the week do not.  

Case in point: this Monday, the Center’s doors would not open using our electronic key fob
because a transformer blew on a previous workday.  We walked around to the opposite side of 
the building to gain access, but to no avail.  We thought about climbing through a first-floor 
window but realized that was probably not a good idea.  We finally gained access from another 
part of the building and were able to open the school on time.  

As soon as we checked the voice-mail, we realized that four teachers had called out sick.  While completing the 
school’s morning safety check, we realized that the large playground had been vandalized.  Playground equipment/
garbage had been thrown all over the ground and damage was evident.  After returning to the office area we realized 
that some of our electronic equipment was not working properly.  In between all of this, we were escorting children 
(some of whom were very apprehensive) and their many belongings to their classrooms.  

Just think, this was all before 9:30am.  Thoughts were running though our heads, “Is this how the entire day is 
going to be?”  Well you guessed it, things did get better and as I’m typing, I’m grateful that this Monday’s workday is 
drawing to a close.  Although it started off rocky and with lots of challenges, we managed to make it through.

Most days, I take a walk outside for 30 minutes while I talk to God about what has transpired or what needs to be 
addressed for the upcoming days/weeks/months.  I typically find myself asking for God’s strength and direction.  
Today as I walked, I heard Him nudging me to take some time for myself to refresh.  This only confirmed exactly 
what I already decided to do.  I already scheduled a retreat at Well of Mercy.  Well of Mercy is a ministry of 
hospitality and healing sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas. It provides quiet sanctuary for adults 
seeking right relationship with self, others, God and creation. By offering spiritual companionship, emotional support, 
respectful acceptance and sacred space, it contributes to the rest and renewal of its guests.  I pray this will be a time 
where I can refresh and rejuvenate.  

With everything that is happening in our lives, I believe everyone could benefit from a retreat like this.  You, too, 
may be able to relate to this Monday story, as we all face challenges from time to time.  Please take time to invest in 
yourself, because you are worth it.  It is only when we are full that we can adequately pour into others.

Just Another Monday . . . Or Is It?

CROP WalkThank You
We can’t say 
thank you 
enough for 
your support 
and flexibility 
as we navigate 

the many changes that have 
taken place in our school since 
reopening. We appreciate you!

Friday, October 9
It’s CROP Walk time! Each class 

will walk on our campus from 
10:30am - 11:30am to support 
our neighbors who are hungry.  

If you would like to make a 
monetary donation to help 

fight hunger, envelopes will be 
available at the front office.

Plans are being made for you  
to “Meet the Teacher!”  

Watch your inbox for info!

Meet the Teacher
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Pray for Those
October is “National Bullying Prevention Month,” and I encourage you to have conversations 
with your family about bullying and how bullying impacts people of all ages. In life, we all 
run into people who let us down and disappoint us. Sometimes people don’t say or do the right 
thing. Perhaps people have bullied you or treated you unkindly. What do you do in situations 
like these when people aren’t treating you with the respect and care you feel you deserve? 

Christ reminds us in Matthew 5:44 to “Love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute 
you!” That kind of sounds like an impossible task and it goes against what most of us want 
to do. We want to get even when someone treats us wrongly. But the Bible tells us to love our 
enemies. How can we do that? It is really hard to love someone who isn’t doing nice things to 
you, or saying nice things about you. The good news is this: “For we know how dearly God 
loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love” (Romans 5:5).
This verse shows us that God fills our hearts with His love. This IS good news. That means 

that we don’t have to love our enemies on our own. God will give us the love we need to love our enemies. God 
doesn’t ask us to do something that He doesn’t give us the power to do. 

Loving your enemies can be hard, but God gives us the love to do it. So, no matter what a mean person has done to 
you, and no matter how bad someone might have hurt you, you still have the responsibility to respond back to them 
in love. The good news is that God will help you by giving you the love to do it with. It’s just up to you to believe it 
and to tap into that love that is already inside of you. Loving mean people can be hard, but with God’s help you can 
do it! In the Student Ministry, we remind our students that they are enough and that they are loved. You can find 
resources about bullying and how to prevent it at www.stompoutbullying.org.

For more information about the Student Ministry, visit the student website at www.providencebc.org/students.

Dane Jackson

One Story
Wednesdays & Thursdays

4:00pm

Sign up on the website to have a 
snack and hangout with Dane after 

school lets out!  

This is an opportunity to get together 
and catch up while following social 

distancing guidelines.

Trivia Night

Sunday, October 25
4:00pm

Come join us at the Gazebo for a fun 
night of  Trivia.  We’ll have individual 

snacks and beverages, music, 
and prizes for winners!  

Social distancing guidelines 
will be in effect. Bring something to 

sit on and a mask to wear.  

Driveway Hangouts
Genesis through Revelation. 

Join us for 
these weekly 
discussion 
groups to 
help us 

better understand the stories that 
drive our faith.

ZOOM with us!
Select Sundays at 4:00pm.

See website for details.

STUDENT MINISTRY
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Zoom Fall Book Study
Throughout October

Blake Kendrick is leading a 
five session Zoom study of  

Ibram Kendi’s book, 
“How to Be An Antiracist.”  

The group will not meet on 
October 7 due to Drive-Through 

Blessing event at Providence.  

October 14 - Session #4 
Read chapters 12-14

October 21 - Session #5
Read chapters 15-18

Get on the List

For more information about the Adult Discipleship Ministry, email Blake Kendrick at bkendrick@providencebc.org.

The Psalms
Thursdays through November

We are devoting 10 sessions to studying 
the Psalms (through November 19).  

New videos will be posted to the Providence website 
every Thursday under the “Adult Studies” tab. 

Join with us as we dig deeper 
into the Psalms together.

Thursday Bible Study
Every week, Blake Kendrick sends 
an Adult Discipleship Update 
to Sunday School teachers and 
leaders. The email includes links 
to resources for growing spiritually 
healthy adults.
 
These emails are chock-full of  
resources for furthering your 
spiritual journey.

Would YOU like to receive these updates? 
Just email Blake and “Get on the LIST!”

bkendrick@providencebc.org

Ask the Preacher
What burning questions 
do you have for Senior 
Pastor Lee Canipe? If  
you ask, he will answer! 
Simply send him an 
email with the header 
“Ask the Preacher” and he will tackle your question with 
his Biblical knowledge and perspective. 

Watch for Lee’s weekly video or “vlog” where he tackles 
your questions.  The video will be uploaded to Vimeo 
and it will be available on the Adult Studies page of  our 
website weekly. It’s a new Adult Discipleship opportunity. 
Ask anything!  

Email your questions:
 lcanipe@providencebc.org.

Blake Kendrick

Make Disciples

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
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And Yet, There Is HOPE
   As cooler temperatures and changing leaves remind us that fall is here, we lament the loss of  
our regular music programming.  The choir suite and children’s music rooms are hauntingly 
sparse, and yet, there are glimmers of  hope.  We are finding new ways to make music together; 
creative spacing with new regulations are allowing small groups to gather for rehearsals and 
lessons.  It’s not the full immersion that we hope for, but it is something—and something is 
better than nothing.
   Our Sanctuary Choir has begun to gather for rehearsals in the Sanctuary.  How blessed 
we are to have such a big and wonderful space to use!  But, it’s not easy.  Wearing masks 
and spreading out far beyond the normal hearing range is difficult for singers, and yet, these 
dedicated musicians and worship leaders continue to press on.  I am so very grateful!  
October is normally the month in which we are inviting singers to be a part of  the Providence 
Christmas Choir, but this is far from a normal year.  Our plans for Advent and beyond lie 
dormant, awaiting even the smallest change in this public health crisis.  Perhaps our waiting 

now will make the Advent season even more poignant … after all, Hope, Peace, Joy and Love have not gone away—
we must simply find new ways of  expressing and living them.
   One of  the ways in which we continue to do this is through our virtual worship.  I invite you not only to join your 
church family each week during this “gathered time,” but I also invite you to participate.  Sing the songs.  Pray the 
prayers.  Listen.  Respond.  Our worship may look and feel different, but it is still God who calls us and empowers us 
for Kingdom work … on earth as it is in heaven!  May the peace of  Christ be with you.

Timothy Hill

Engaging With Worship
Virtual Greeters 
Would you like to offer a 
greeting on Sunday?  We want 
to see our Providence family! 

Moment for Testimony
How have your 
perspectives 
changed during our 
time apart?  Where 
have you seen God 
in your daily life? Your church family would love to 
hear your story. 

Sunday Night Hymns
Sunday, October 18

6:00pm

Join Providence for a special service of  music 
featuring our talented musicians Timothy Hill,  
Noel Freidline, and Diann Clark.  Together,  
we’ll celebrate the hymns that have nourished  
our faith throughout the ages.  

It’s an old fashioned hymn sing along with a new 
twist. We will pre-record the fun and stream the 
broadcast on multiple platforms.  That way, you can 
tune in, enjoy the music, and sing along from the 
comfort of  your home!

Keep watch in the Diaspora email for the link!Reading Scripture
One of  the joys of  shared worship is hearing God’s word 
read aloud by God’s people. Would you lend your voice 

to share the Good News?  

Email Tim if  you can help 
at thill@providencebc.org.

For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

MUSIC MINISTRY
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2020 CROP Walk
By now you’ve heard. The Charlotte CROP Walk is VIRTUAL this year, but that 
doesn’t diminish its impact. We are still helping the hungry in our community. 

The work and the Walk continue, only this year we can walk ANYWHERE! 
Remember our date is Sunday, October 11 at 2:30pm, so plan to walk on the track, in 
your neighborhood, with your friends and family.  Just WALK! 

More important than WALKING is the GIVING. We have a dream team of  walkers 
already signed up who will be happy to have your support. Join in and help raise 
money for those dealing with hunger and poverty.  Our goal is to raise $8,000. 
With  YOUR help, WE can DO IT!  Just contact one of  these dedicated walkers:

Debbie Arim   debbiearim@aol.com
Mike Arim   mike.arim0712@gmail.com
Sarah Blackwell  sbblackwell@msn.com
Dalinda Fairley  dalindafairley@gmail.com
Cayce Martin   cmgw2015@att.net
Dawn Martin   martinx3@bellsouth.net
Dave or Karen Miller  drmkbm9@gmail.com
Ashton Williams  ashton.p.williams@gmail.com

Because of You
Families Forward Charlotte (FFC) would like to extend a 
HUGE thank you to Providence Baptist Church for the 
amazing support over these past few months! Through 
your Bless Charlotte initiative, the generous gift of  
$20,000, all the donations of  school supplies, toiletries 
and clothing, and your help in recruiting Family 
Liaisons volunteers, we have been able to surpass our 
goal of  serving 40 families by August. 

We have accepted 42 families into our program and will 
be working with them to help them achieve long-term 
stability. We are hopeful we can reach our target of  
serving 50 families after the New Year.  Because of  you, 
FFC is making an impact in Charlotte! 

Submitted by Caroline Cox
Development and Program Manager

Thank You, Providence
We asked. 

You came through. 
In a big way. 

We committed to providing 30  
filled backpacks for QC Family tree. 

Those backpacks (all 30 of  them) were delivered 
the last week of  September.

Thank you for 
being ever-faithful, 
Providence Family!

MISSIONS @ PROVIDENCE
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Our love and prayers surround those who have lost loved ones. With sympathy we remember:
Sympathies

Get Social
Do you want to keep up with everything going on at 
Providence? Connect with us on social media and be in 
the KNOW!  Not sure how? Here’s a quick tutorial!

Twitter is for quick 140-character 
updates. Search for us: 
“@pbccommunity” 
Now, click “FOLLOW” and you’re 
all set.  You’ll receive tweets from 
Providence.

Do you like pictures to tell the story?  
Providence uses an Instagram 
account for fun. Search for us: 
“providence_baptist_clt”
Now click “FOLLOW.”   You did it!!

Facebook: Search for us: 
“@providencebccharlotte” or 
“Providence Baptist Church-Charlotte, 
NC”  You’ll see our logo. You’ve found 
us!  Now, click “LIKE!”   Success! 

Online Sermons
Did you miss Sunday’s worship service?

Out of  town? 
No worries!

You can still hear the good word!
Our worship services are posted online each week. 
You can find any service from the last three months!

Simply go to our website at:
www.providencebc.org/providence-virtual-worship

Look to the right side of  the page  
and scroll through past services. 

Click on which service you would like to view. Easy!

You can also sign up to follow:
Providence Student Ministry:
 @pbcstudentsclt or “PBCStudents” 

Providence Music Ministry:
@PBCMM or “Providence Music 
Ministry”

On Second Thought
Every Monday morning, Lee Canipe sends a sermon 
“follow up.” The timely email arrives in your inbox 

with a question, a challenge, or 
a point to ponder based on the 
previous day’s sermon.  Think of  
it as a step further in your ongoing 
conversation with God.  

    Want to give it a try?  
   Subscribe by emailing 

connections@providencebc.org 
and ask for “On Second Thought.”

The Student Ministry also uses 
Instagram. Here’s how to plug in:
Providence Student Ministry:
 “pbcstudentsclt”

• Mike Tommie, who lost his mother, Jean Still Tommie (died 8.13)
• The family of  Macie E. Keith (died 9.1)
• Scottie Stamper, who lost her nephew, Scott McClure (died 9.8)
• The family of  Bennie R.  Jones (died 9.15)
• The family of  Lucian Nicholson (died 9.15)
• The family of  Wes Ledford (died 9.21)
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Due to COVID restrictions, the Providence Deacon 
Election will be held online this year. A link to the 
online ballot will be available between October 
4 - 11 and will be distributed through the weekly 
Diaspora email. 

If  you would like to cast a paper ballot, please cut 
out the ballot to the right, complete it, and mail it to 
the church by Thursday, October 8. 

Mail the completed ballot to:

Providence Baptist Church
Attention: Steve Jarrett
4921 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

David Mark WilliamsBryant WaldkirchAmy StokesJane Norwood

Stacy MercerBobby JonesLeslie Pitts HuntDavid Honeycutt

Jeff HartmanMark FenimoreBill FairleyHunter Cook

Any Providence member may cast a ballot  
for the 2023 Class of  Deacons. We are 
voting on the deacons as a slate, not as 
individual members. 

DEACON BALLOT

YES, I am in favor of  calling  
these individuals to serve together  
as deacons.

NO, I am NOT in favor of  calling 
these individuals to serve together  
as deacons.

Deacon Election

2021 DEACON SLATE
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Nearing Completion
Like everything in 2020, ever-changing circumstances have led to a “pivot” in my educational 
plans. In August, I learned that Gardner-Webb Divinity School was changing its graduation 
requirements. Due to these revisions, I now qualify to graduate in December 2020 rather 
than the planned spring of  2021.  I am currently working on my last two classes (Theological 
German and the Problem of  Evil in the Biblical World) and a final ministry project under 
the supervision of  Rev. Blake Kendrick. I am writing an eight-week small group study on 
faith formation called “Personify Faith.” I look forward to sharing that project with you in 
the coming months. Again, thank you for your support throughout this entire process. Your 
encouraging words through the past four years have meant so much to me!

Sarah Blackwell

Sermon Scripture
October 4:  Philippians 3: 4b - 14
October 11: Philippians 4: 1 - 9

October 18:  Matthew 22: 15 - 22
October 25:  1 Thessalonians 2: 1 - 8

World Communion Sunday
Sunday, October 4

9:00am
Rotunda Green

World Communion Sunday is a day when Christians around the 
world celebrate the good news that, through Jesus Christ, we are one 
people in the eyes of God.  To mark this day, Providence will offer an 
in-person, outdoor Service of Word and Table.  This will be a simple service—there will be no music—but we will 
pray, we will hear God’s word, and we will share the Lord’s Supper in a safe, socially-distanced fashion.  

Great care will be taken to ensure the safe preparation of the elements of the Table, and we invite all to join us. 
If you attend, please wear a mask and bring your lawn chair.  If you choose not to come, our live-streamed worship 
in the Sanctuary will begin, as usual, at 10:30am. 

Sunday, November 1 

Daylight Saving  
Time ends.

Set your clock back  
one hour and enjoy  

that extra hour of sleep!

Fall BACK

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry helps carry 
out the mission of  the church.  
Do you need a Stephen 
Minister?  Contact Pastoral 
Care Director and Stephen 
Leader Rev. Martha Haigler. 

mhaigler@providencebc.org  
704.608.7947

Senior Adult Update
Greetings from your Senior Adult Committee!
Thanks to everyone who participated in our September “Drive-thru Senior Blessing 
Event.” Blake Kendrick shared a blessing with each individual. Carson Dean (our 
new Director of Church Operations) and Katelyn DeVane (our new Director of 
Activities) joined our Senior Adult Committee and greeted our seniors as they drove 
through. What a morning! Thanks again to those who stopped by. 

(On the cover l-r: Donna Eason, Carson Dean, Maxine Dunn, Sarah Watson, Katelyn DeVane, Wilna Eury, Dave Pyatt, and Blake Kendrick)

Circle the following date on your calendar: Thursday, October 15th from 11:00am-12:00noon for our first indoor 
“PrimeTimers” event since February. Read more below!            Submitted by Wilna Eury

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2, NRSV

Trunk or Treat
Following Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC)
recommendations, the 
Providence Covid Task 
Force has determined 
that Trunk or Treat will 
be cancelled this year.

We have made this decision out of an abundance of 
caution for our neighbors and our members. 

Watch for more information for ideas on how 
YOU can make this time of year special for your 
neighbors (in SPITE of Covid.)

Senior Short Film Event

Blake Kendrick is obsessed with Short Films. Why? We’re glad you asked. One,  
they are short (10 - 20 minutes). Two, they usually pack a punch of “feel-good,” 
and three, they typically have a good lesson to teach us (think “Aesop’s fables”). 
So let’s gather in the Sanctuary for about an hour for a special short-film screening.  
We will enter the Rotunda entrance, wear our masks, and sit in the Sanctuary while properly distanced from each 
other.  Blake will lead us through three or four short films.  
We will take great care to plan a safe and entertaining PrimeTimers event. Watch for more details in the upcoming 
Diaspora emails.

Thursday, October 15 at 11:00am in the Sanctuary
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From the Center
Our ministers are posting new 
discipleship offerings each weekday 
on the Providence website (under 
the “From the Center” tab) and the 
Providence Facebook page.  
Our goal is to equip the church with 
the nourishment it needs to keep 
growing in Christ and 
bearing good, spiritual 
fruit while we are 

scattered so that, when we are able to 
gather again, we will come back even 
stronger than we were before—with 
Christ at the center.  Just look for links 
in the Diaspora email.

Make 
Disciples

A Celebration Fit for Rocky
It’s time for Reverend Rocky Cannon 
to take off his minister/administrator/
chef/hospitality hat (at least officially at 
Providence) and begin his time of retirement! 
Rocky and Susan will be in their own 
“Clemson tent” for the Drive Through 
Blessing, so that you can wish 
them well. Drop off your cards 

and gifts, share a story, say thanks, offer love. 
Let’s make this drive through worthy of Rocky 
and his dedication to Providence over the years. 
(Please give any “love offering” directly to the Cannons.) 

A Packed Blessing Event
Wednesday, October 7 from 5:00pm - 6:30pm
We are hosting another Drive Through Blessing Event. We will be collecting items  
for Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina. Items requested: Rice, Dried Beans, 
Boxed Mac & Cheese, Peanut Butter, Canned Entrees (Ravioli, Beef Stew, Soup, Spaghettios)

This is NEW! Bring your pets to our drive through.  Many Christian traditions 
from around the world offer a “Blessing of the Animals” service in conjunction 
with the Feast of Saint Francis, because of his love for animals as expressed in his 
Canticle of Creatures. So bring Fido, or Spot, or Mittens and let us thank God for 
our furry friends.

We’re trying 
a new traffic 
pattern for our 
event! Enter the 
Sanctuary side  
of Campus 
via the third 
driveway off of 
Hunter Lane.  
Make your way 
around the 
Rotunda Green 
and exit via the first driveway off Hunter Lane.

Stewardship Notes
A great word for the fellowship of Providence 

is “persistence.”  Despite the 
restrictions of the Coronavirus, 
having not gathered for worship and 
our other ministry activities in the 
way we would have previously, our 
giving through August has been just 
above what we gave in 2019!  Wow!!  

All that needs to be said is “Let’s keep it going!”  
As preparations are being made for our 2021 
financial ministry, still in the midst of trying times, 
let us resolve to continue to be faithful.  Be looking 
for ways we can do that together in the coming 
months.

Submitted by Allen Schuyler

Cultivate 
Generosity

NEW Traffic Pattern
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October is Clergy Appreciation Month. As is our 
tradition, the Personnel Committee will be honoring 
those serving as ordained ministers at Providence.  
Typically, we would acknowledge our ministers 
during worship, but 2020 has been 
anything but typical, so we will 
be appreciating our ministers in a 
socially distanced manner! 
Find a way to join the committee in 
expressing your appreciation during 
the month of October. Perhaps write 
a note. Perhaps give them a call or 
send an email. Just let them know 
you appreciate them!

Clergy AppreciationChurch Staff Anniversaries
Jim Fortos celebrates his third 
anniversary with Providence on 
October 2.   Jim is an excellent 
member of our staff and serves as a 
kitchen cook. He is always “serving” 
people, thinking of others and—in 
general—being an all around good 
guy. He’s the first to remember 
someone’s 
birthday and 
goes out of his 
way to make 

people feel special. And, you won’t 
ever see Jim without his baseball hat 
or his friendly smile!

Jim Fortos

New Director of Church Operations
Meet Carson Dean, the new Director of Church Operations at Providence. Carson has vast 
experience managing facilities, administrating programs, and developing people. And his focus 
has always centered on helping others. “My entire career has revolved around encouraging and 
assisting people,” said Dean. 
You may have heard of Carson from his time as the Executive Director of the Men’s Shelter 
of Charlotte. He spent eight years serving the community by managing the Shelter, caring for 
its clients, managing its multi-million dollar budget, overseeing its campus and personnel, and 
supervising its operations.
In December 2014, Carson met the love of his life, Molly Huffstetler Dean, and they married 
shortly thereafter. (In a neat twist to the story, Molly sang in our Sanctuary Choir for a number 

of months in 2014, so Molly is equally delighted with the renewed relationship with Providence!)  Carson and 
Molly reside in her hometown of Mount Holly.
Carson retired in early 2016 and spent the next four plus years focused on his family – Molly (who is Chief of Staff 
at Cardinal Innovations Healthcare), their son Riley (17), and their daughter Sarah (3).  In addition to being a 
stay-at-home dad, Carson founded Journey’s Way Ministry in Mount Holly as a way to continue serving others. 
Journey’s Way Ministry’s mission is to provide support, encouragement and acceptance by engaging communities 
with books and fellowship.
Carson always believed it would take a special opportunity to draw him out of retirement, and the Director of 
Operations job at Providence was it.  While being the consummate administrator, he is also compassionate – with 
a vision of serving the Church in tactical ways, allowing ministerial staff to focus on the life and ministry of the 
Church, its members, and the community at large. “Paramount to success in service to others are the people, 
facilities, and systems designed to support the organization’s mission.”
Carson began his career at Providence on September 8th and has spent 
his time getting to know the people, the campus and the administrative 
functions of which he will have oversight. We have already been blessed 
by Carson’s presence and his expertise. “My commitment is to ensure 
that the facilities, staff, administrative systems and support infrastructure 
at Providence always focus on the critical mission to serve God, serve the 
people, and serve the church.” We welcome you, Carson!

Carson Dean



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is November 1, 2020.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Friday, October 16th.
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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World Communion Sunday
Sunday, October 4 at 9:00am 
Rotunda Green

Blessing Event 
Wednesday, October 7 at 5:00pm 
Sanctuary Parking Lot

CROP Walk
Sunday, October 11 at 2:30pm
Location: YOUR CHOICE!

PrimeTimers’ Short Film
Thursday, October 15 at 11:00am  
Sanctuary


