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You are looking at the first issue of Reflections, an occasional 
publication of Providence Baptist Church designed to tell stories 
about what God is doing through this community of faith.  

The idea for Reflections emerged out of recent conversations we’ve had as 
a ministry staff.  Our newsletter lets people know what’s going to happen 
in a given month, but we realized that rarely do we get a chance to share 
the rest of the story—that is, to tell what actually happened—in any great 
detail to a churchwide audience.  Reflections is our attempt to do this.  
We hope you enjoy it.
 
Moreover, we hope that these stories of God’s work among us will 
encourage us all to pay closer attention to the Holy Spirit’s movement in 
our midst.  As the late American poet Mary Oliver once wrote, “Attention 
is the beginning of devotion.”  The idea is fairly simple.  The more we 
reflect together on God’s redemptive, life-giving presence, the more 
devoted we become to reflecting together God’s love and good hope out 
into the world through lives of faithful ministry, with Christ at the center. 
 
Once you’re done with this first issue of Reflections, please let us know 
what you think—and then pass this magazine along to a friend who needs 
to discover what the Lord is doing these days through Providence Baptist 
Church.   May the peace of Christ be with you!           
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Providence Will ... Our Foundation
Providence is a special place, not only in the people 
who worship here, but also in the Spirit that lives 
here, the desire to make a difference, the emphasis 
placed on being Christ-followers and the longing to 
help our neighbors in any way that God makes plain. 

Our church family pursues together five priorities, 
which define our purpose-driven reason for being: 
Providence Will ... Providence Will is our strategic 
plan, a guiding vision behind all that we do, and the 
standard by which we measure our effectiveness in 
being Christ followers.  Providence Will ...

Cheered on by a Church Family By Matt Young

Cultivate Generosity by nurturing trust in 
God’s ability to provide for our daily needs. 
We will encourage one another to support 
Providence’s ministries and missions with 
generous financial contributions and through 
joyful contributions of time, talents, and 
creative energy.

These specific initiatives are foundational for our 
strategic plan as we move into the coming years. 
Everything we do is measured by these tenets and the 
fundamental Christian beliefs behind them. If you 
would like to know more about our plans for the future, 
visit www.providencebc.org/about-us. Better yet, come 
join us as we, under God’s leadership, seek to be a 
meaningful force for love and change in our community. 

Bless Charlotte by providing specific 
opportunities for all members of Providence 
to put their gifts and talents to work, blessing 
Charlotte and sharing God’s love with our city.

Engage Cotswold by sharing the gift of 
Christian hospitality and inviting our neighbors 
to form ongoing relationships with God as part 
of the Providence family of faith.

Make Disciples by providing high-quality 
Christian education at Providence in a way 
that leads to life-changing spiritual formation.

Send Apostles by supporting and encouraging 
each other to take what we have learned of 
Jesus and bring it with us wherever we go.

Proverbs 22:6 states: “Train up a child in the way he should go and even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
The Activities Ministry at Providence has provided our family with the opportunity to see this verse in action.    
Our children Wyatt (6) and Ryleigh (4) just completed their 4th and 1st seasons, respectively, of youth soccer here 
at Providence.  This ministry has provided our children with an opportunity to develop confidence, discipline, 
work ethic, and character in a Christian environment while they have fun!  It’s been amazing to see the joy on the 
children’s faces as they score a goal, block a kick, or run up and down the field.  Learning to be part of a team and 
cheering on your teammates is a lesson that should be taught early in life. 

The Providence Activities Ministry has an awesome atmosphere and affords each child the opportunity to flourish 
regardless of skill level. Surrounded by other Providence families and community members, our children are 
establishing relationships that will last for years as they are supported by their parents and coaches (who are giving 
their own time). When the games begin 
with prayer and end with a supportive 
tunnel for the players to run through, 
the children forget who won or lost.  
They relish that moment and are 
excited to be cheered on by parents and 
siblings. One day, that moment, that 
memory, will become foundational to 
their spiritual growth.  We appreciate 
and value this ministry at Providence!

Activities Ministry
The Providence Campus is a hive of  
activity every day of  the week. We offer 
sports, exercise and activity programs for 
all ages. Our soccer program is one of  
our most popular and brings in as many 
neighbors as it does church members!  
We love to invite friends to join us as we 
play and fellowship together. 



Chateauguay Memories By Linda McConnell

Joy. Excitement. Smiles. Exclamations of “Grace!” 
and “Alleluia!” These are the emotions and feelings 
that are predominant in our friends at the  Eglise 
Chretienne le Rocher church in Chateauguay, Quebec. 
We had been told to expect a great time on our mission 
trip (March 30 - April 5) and to try to encourage our 
sisters and brothers in Christ there. But still, we were 
not prepared for what we experienced. We expected 
to encourage them; instead, we found that they 
encouraged us! 

While the church members were clearly very glad to 
have us, we were not the source of their joy. They are 
simply excited to be Christians! They openly proclaim, 
even in the most ‘ordinary’ circumstances, that Jesus 
is their Lord and Savior. They are genuinely burdened 
for the lost and desperately desire to lead them to 
Jesus. They are a small congregation “on fire” for the 
Lord! We worshipped with our Chateauguay friends 
on Sunday and were at prayer meeting with them on 
Wednesday night as they sang in French and in English 
in our honor. We listened with humility as they prayed 
earnestly for their lost family members and friends. 
Some are struggling as they try to find work to feed 
their families. There was nothing too personal for a 
prayer request. I was humbled as I was introduced 
to someone as a “missionary from North Carolina.” 
These people are the very essence of the “family  
of God.” 

The church in Chateauguay is very small, only 65 
members or so. They built 
the church themselves; and 

their biggest outreach 
ministry is a food 
bank that they have 
established for their 
community, hoping 
to reach people by 
ministering to their 
needs. Each week of 
the year, every year, 
this small congregation 
gathers and unloads 
three truckloads of food, sorting and distributing it 
to 140 families. In April, nine of us from Providence 
helped them distribute 15 tons of food in three days. 
We packaged pasta for over four hours; we counted 
and bagged potatoes and carrots; a human chain 
unloaded countless cases of yogurt into their cooler; 
we helped pack 420 crates with meat, produce, and 
canned and dry goods. Our week in Canada was an 
amazing, awe-inspiring and faith-building experience. 
Below are just a few of the comments our team made 
about our trip: 

Providence Missions

Providence gets involved. We act. We DO.  
And we GO. We go to partner congregations, 
help where help is needed and seek to be the 
hands and feet of  Christ in our community, 
our city and our world. Check out our 
website to see where we are going next!

“I enjoyed participating in enthusiastic worship of 
God with people whose primary language is not 
English.  It was humbling for me to meet so many 
whose commitments to Christ inspire me to love 
and serve Him more.”  Bryant Waldkirch

“Indeed, much can be accomplished when 
individuals pull together for the Lord’s work.  
The Providence team has a bond of friendship that 
will never be forgotten as we enjoyed fellowship 
during this week of working together. I thank 
God for nudging me forward to participate in this 
amazing mission effort.”  Rosalynn Miller

“I had this perceived belief that my mission was 
to help Pastor Daniel and his church … [but 
they] helped me far more than anything I did. 
The abundant joy they gave me, and the hard 
work that is performed all week every week with 
this small spirit-filled group was an amazing 
experience.” Kim Franceschi



The High School Spring Retreat is a long-standing tradition where students spend a weekend together to 
worship and unwind at Ocean Isle Beach. It is a great opportunity for students to relax during the thick of the 
school year and to re-center themselves in their faith. The trip always has a story or theme that is explored 
through large group worship and small group discussions. This past trip we learned about the story of Esther 
and we talked about the theme “What If.” The large group worship time featured singing, scripture readings, 
and a lesson shared by Student Minister Dane Jackson. The small groups allowed students time to discuss their 
experiences and to explore ways to bring the lessons they learned 
into their own lives. My small group time allowed me to build 
on relationships with my friends, because of the discussions we 
had about school and the different stresses we share. During our 
free time, students relaxed at the beach, played putt-putt, ate ice 
cream, and spent time in fellowship with one another. During 
this past trip the whole group participated in a relay race that 
ended with us exploding watermelons with rubber bands. That 
is definitely something I will remember! Through the sharing of 
meals, free time, and worship, students were able to grow closer 
than ever before and made memories that will last a lifetime.

By Lauren MulleyRetreating to Re-Center

This past year I had the honor and the pleasure of serving   
as the chair of the search committee for the Minister for 
Adult Discipleship. From the moment I received the phone 
call from Rosalynn Miller asking me if I would serve, 
through the Sunday when Reverend Blake Kendrick and 
his family officially joined Providence and he began his first 
official duties fulfilling the position that my committee had 
been tasked with searching for, I could feel the Holy Spirit  
at work. 

This was my first time serving on a search committee, 
so I have nothing to compare it with, but I have heard 
from many that what I experienced is not the norm. Our 
committee’s first—and only—disagreement came when 

we discussed how to introduce our new candidate to the 
congregation. I actually burst out laughing during the 
meeting when I realized that some of us had raised voices 
for the very first time, and that out of all the things to argue 
about it was something as trivial (in the long run) as whether 
or not to introduce our candidate in the 8:30am service, 
the 11:00am service, or both!  We stopped the discussion 
momentarily to reflect on how amazing it was that over 
the course of 10 months we had, unanimously and without 
disagreement, chosen a guiding scripture (Psalm 37:5), 
formulated a church survey, interpreted the survey results 
and used them to create an official job profile, selected 
candidates to interview and completed multiple rounds of 
phone, Skype, and in-person interviews, and had ultimately 
chosen our new Minister for Adult Discipleship; all without 
the slightest hint of dissent from any of our nine members.   
It was an incredible realization, and immediately put into 
perspective what we had all known and felt all along, which 
was God’s hand at work.   

Our guiding scripture, Psalm 37:5 has taken on a new 
meaning for me through this process; we truly did put forth 
our request before the Lord, trusted in him, and watched him 
spell out the answer piece by piece. Our search is complete, 
and through it my faith has been transformed and renewed. 
So now I encourage you also to “Commit your way to the 
Lord; trust in him and he will do this.” – Psalm 37:5.

By Stacey MercerGod’s Faithfulness in Providing



By Lauren Stroupe

Can you tell me the two major divisions of the Bible? 

What are the first five books of the Bible? 

What is the last book? 

Please recite Isaiah 40:8. 

These are just a couple of questions and one request made 
of our first and second graders during Bible Buddies here at 
Providence! Bible Buddies is a two-year program available to 
all first and second graders at church, used as a springboard to 
prepare them for Bible Drill as third, fourth and fifth graders. 

During our 6-8 weeks together in February and March we discovered that the Bible is a precious gift from God, 
HIS true Words, for us to learn about HIM and draw closer to HIM. We develop and practice Bible skills, such as 
learning the books of the Bible, understanding how the books are grouped and the all-important skill of tucking 
God’s Word in our hearts through Scripture memorization. 

Each class provides the opportunity to grow as a family and encourage one another through different games, 
activities, songs and lessons. We wear our bright green T-Shirts with pride to show our unity as a family 
growing and learning together. We do our weekly memory verse work to grow nearer to Jesus. We listen to 
God’s words during our lessons so we can learn how much God loves us and how He wants us to live.  
We encourage one another and play games to help learn the 
books of the Bible, the people in the Bible, and key verses.

I have been blown away these past four years as the leader 
of these youngest church family members. They have such 
wisdom and eagerness to learn all they can about God and 
HIS Word, often teaching me so much more than I teach 
them! It is no wonder we are told in Scripture to have faith 
like a child!  I am so thankful for this program, as both of my 
children participated along with many of their friends. Bible 
Buddies has been such a blessing to our family as we strive  
to draw nearer to Jesus and understand His True Words!

Faith Like A Child

Children’s Ministry
At Providence, we ensure our  Providence Will  
call to Make Disciples is one that is extended  
to our children as well, so that they may 
become faithful disciples of  God. From birth 
through fifth grade (and beyond), our children 
are treasured, taught and fostered. We give 
them opportunities to grow in their faith and 
to share in times of  serving and fellowship. 
We want them to see first-hand how God lives 
and moves and breathes among us. “Behold, 
children are a gift from God.” Psalm 127:3



By Bill Brown

One day as he passed by our Providence vegetable garden, Dr. Canipe, who was on 
a walk, greeted the gardener with, “You and God sure have produced a beautiful 
garden.” The gardener Mr. Brown—a known curmudgeon—wiped his brow with the 
back of his forearm and replied, “Well preacher, you should have seen it when God 
had it all by Himself.” 

Now, we all know that vegetable gardens—like other human endeavors—don’t 
spontaneously appear or just “happen.” But it is folly to believe that God neither 
participates nor hasn’t created nature’s physical properties. While God does not 
depend on us individually for His will to be done, we all have the opportunity to 
participate in that will. If only we would just make the effort, take the first step and 
ask Him for guidance, beautiful gardens can grow. And maybe—just maybe—God’s 
“hidden agenda” in our participation is for us to experience true fellowship.

Over the years, Providence has been blessed with individuals and small groups  
(none of them curmudgeons) who took it upon themselves to improve the 
appearance of our campus in one way or another. I recall one hot August day 
many years ago, when Harry Brown—garbed in shorts and a t-shirt, and topped 
with a baseball hat and sunglasses—sat in a folding lawn chair (the kind that 
had the woven vinyl straps crisscrossing the seat and back), holding a hose 
watering the church’s scrubs. Every few minutes he would move the chair four 
or five feet down the Randolph Road sidewalk, sit back down and continue 
watering. People of all ages have been inspired by the Clarence Adams’ and 
the Aubrey Arant’s of our church. They have volunteered or led others  in 
one activity or another, so that our church would be more welcoming to our 
members and guests alike. Funny thing is, all these volunteers were enjoying 
even the hardest work, talking and laughing together. THAT is true fellowship, 
the kind of fellowship that I believe God intended, where 
we come together for a common purpose and unexpectedly 
become closer to one another.

This year and last—utilizing churchwide workdays—
volunteers have continued the projects of “PRP” (Plant’n,  
Run’n and Pull’n”. This past March, 35 church members 
(men, women and children) racked up about 150 volunteer 
work hours. They tackled the overgrowth along our northern 
property line and inside and outside the softball outfield fence, 
cut down dangerously leaning dead trees, and relocated a 
stepped raised garden bed from the kitchen’s backdoor to its 
current location in front of the Cross Bed in our Providence 
Friendship Garden. Then again, in early May, workday 
volunteers replaced the annuals with spring and summer 
color on our Randolph Road entrances, at our anchor 
signs and at the Activity Center entrance. 

While not the stated purpose of the “Grounds Work 
Day,” all volunteers enjoyed each other’s company. And 
isn’t that one of the best ways to be welcoming to our 
community? Isn’t that one of the best ways to be engaging 
Cotswold and our neighbors? But the best part of all is the 
unexpected benefit of pure, church family fellowship.

An Unexpected Benefit



The Providence Sanctuary Choir, with chamber 
orchestra and organ, presented John Rutter’s Requiem 
on Good Friday evening, April 3, 2015.  Traditionally, 
the requiem is a piece of music used to honor those  
who have died.  This was a solemn but beautiful 
worship service commemorating the betrayal, suffering, 
and crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  It was a culmination of 
many weeks of preparation by the choir.

While the worship service was deeply meaningful for 
our congregation, I’ve found that often the journey to 
that moment is just as significant for the choir and music 
staff,  if not more so.  When presenting a major work 
such as a requiem, the choir spends many hours over  
the course of several months learning and rehearsing  
the music. Life happens between these Wednesday 
evenings and occasional weekend rehearsals. The 
combination creates many moments of worship and 
strong bonds within the choir family.  Preparation for 
Rutter’s Requiem was no different and was an 
especially poignant experience for me.

We began work on this music in January after a brief 
respite from the busy days of the Christmas season.  
In these early rehearsals, the choir underwent the 
arduous task of learning notes, rhythms, and Latin 
pronunciations.  My mother had suffered a stroke 
several days before Christmas, which left her unable 
to speak clearly.  Shortly thereafter, an influenza 
outbreak occurred, and the decision was made to 
quarantine her facility, which left us unable to see 
her for about two weeks.  

Choir rehearsals (even those involving learning 
unfamiliar, difficult music) have always been a time 
of release for me where I can put aside my personal 
concerns and focus on something larger than myself.  
At the end of each rehearsal, we have a brief devotional 
and share our joys, sorrows, and concerns.  We close by 
spending time in prayer for each other and those that are 
mentioned. This prayer time and the knowledge that my 

family and I were being prayed for helped me through 
those difficult days.

As we moved into late February and March, rehearsals 
became more focused on expressing the scripture and 
the intent of the composer.  In mid-March it became 
clear that my mother was in her last days.  I remember a 
couple of hours on a Sunday morning alone with her by 
her bedside as she slept.  I happened to have my music, 
so I spent an hour or so quietly listening to the Requiem 
and following along.  My dear mother passed away the 
next morning, Monday, March 23rd.  I made what might 
seem like an unusual decision to attend choir rehearsal 
that Wednesday. This wasn’t out of a sense of duty, but 
because I wanted to sing this music and be with my 
extended family in the choir who I knew would help me 
through my sorrow.

As the choir spent many weeks with this music, we 
received countless blessings from our time together, 
the beautiful music we heard and sang, and the 
timeless texts contained therein.  On Good Friday, we 
had the opportunity to share these blessings with our 
congregation and present the music as an offering to God.

The Requiem ends with “The Lord is my shepherd,” and 
is based on Psalm 23. The following translation is from 
the final movement, “Lux aeterna,” which means  
“light eternal”:  
 Light eternal shine upon them, Lord we pray;
 With saints and angels ever dwelling,
 for Thy mercy’s sake, may they rest in peace.
 Grant them rest eternal, Lord our God, 
  we pray to thee,
 and light perpetual shine on them forever.

These words provide comfort and hope for anyone who 
has experienced the loss of a friend or loved one.
By His love and through my choir family and Rutter’s 
Requiem, God gave 
me comfort and peace 
through very difficult 
days.  He gave me the 
opportunity to honor 
my mother, but more 
importantly to honor 
Him and the sacrifice 
of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, so that we  
might experience  
light eternal.  

Rutter’s Requiem By David Price

Providence Music Ministry

The Providence Music Ministry regularly performs 
choral master works. From Handel to Mozart, Rutter 
to Fauré, our musicians sing and play for the glory 
of  God and in honor of  His majesty. Below is a 
touching and personal account of  how music can be 
a solace during very difficult times. 



When I received Christ in November 1993, I said to myself, 
“There has to be more!” I knew something was missing.  
I finally discovered the missing piece was the person of the 
Holy Spirit. In 1999, I was at an all-night men’s prayer shut-
in, crying out to God for more of Him. An invitation came to 
those who wanted to be filled with the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit.  As I began to walk down to the altar, my whole body 
began to shiver and I began to weep. The minister laid his 
hand on my head and placed his other hand on my stomach. 
He said, “RECEIVE the baptism of the Holy Spirit.” I 
received the Holy Spirit and I began speaking in tongues  
to God. After that, my life was never the same. 

The Lord began using me to preach the Gospel by 
ministering to others and encouraging believers and new 
born Christians to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
Simply, I have realized my assignment is to bring the Holy 
Spirit back to the church. 

The Lord has used me at Providence by allowing me to 
teach a class on the Holy Spirit. The class started with just 
three people and was held every Wednesday. Each week, I 
saw the Lord moving and working in individual hearts.  And 
each week more and more people came. The Holy Spirit was 
beginning to change lives. 

I cannot begin to tell you how many testimonies, victories, 
changes of circumstance, open doors, miracles, answered 
prayers and healing took place during those weeks. The class 
was extended four extra weeks because we were all hungry 
and thirsty for more. 

My prayer for our church is that every member will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit from the head down to the body, and 
that God will set Providence ablaze through the power of the 
Holy Spirit for the kingdom of God, and that the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit will flow unhindered.  AMEN!

By Thomas Boyd Embrace the New

The Rama Road After School Tutoring 
Program is an important part of  my life.   
I began working with the program in 2002, 
and it has been a wonderful experience.  

I have made many new friends and 
witnessed close relationships form  
between the tutors and their students.

Thirteen students, from kindergarten 
through fifth grade, attend the tutoring 
program from October until the end of  
April. We also have a four week summer 
enrichment program.

The students not only make academic 
progress each year, but they also learn 
about the Bible and God’s love for them.  
They also learn about Jesus and how much 
he loves them. Frequently, tutors keep 
in touch with their students during the 
summer and even after they graduate  
from high school.

When we have a need, we let God know 
and He always sends enough tutors, bus 
drivers, substitutes, and volunteers  to 
provide snacks, school supplies, and 
anything else we might need.  He might be 
preparing you to say “yes” the next time 
the tutoring program needs something.  
You might be feeling a little nudge or 
hearing your quiet inner voice encouraging 
you.  We hope you say, “Yes.”  

A Call to Tutor
By Dorothy Welling



Woman’s Missionary Union, better known as WMU, 
has been a part of Providence for over 60 years. Our 
mission is to inform and inspire Christians to influence 
their world through Christ.

The WMU strives to make spiritual Disciples of our 
ladies by encouraging each to grow by rediscovering 
the daily practices of loving God.  The greatest 
commandment is to love God with all your heart, 
soul, mind and strength and to love your neighbor as  
yourself.  The ladies of WMU seek the love of God 
with their whole heart and body by:

1. Praying for local and foreign missionaries.
2. Conducting Mission Action Workshops where 

we prepare hospitality bags for people on the 
street, make 2,000 sandwiches for Urban Ministry 
Center, and create snack bags for A Child’s Place. 

3. Participating in the Shoe Box Ministry that 
provides gifts for children all over the world.

4. Organizing Christmas collection projects, 
providing for the less fortunate in our 
communities.

5. Coordinating a monthly churchwide Mission Action 
Collection, serving organizations like Dove’s Nest, 
Crisis Assistance Ministry, Baptist Children’s 
Home, Charlotte Rescue Mission and others. 

6. Providing food through our WMU Muffin 
Ministry for those seeking early morning help  
at Crisis Assistance Ministry. 

7. Conducting monthly Bible studies and sing-
alongs for residents at Sardis Nursing Home.

8. Tutoring Rama Road Elementary School students. 
9. Preparing 25 family Thanksgiving meal boxes for 

needy families (through Charlotte Rescue Mission).

Mary Ann Crouch and Dorothea Compton were our 
scheduled quest speakers for our May General Meeting.  
Instead of making prepared  comments, these ladies 
created a Bingo Game built upon questions whose 
answers covered over 50 years of Providence Baptist 
Church WMU activities.  Every WMU lady who 
achieved Bingo received a prize. Thanks be to God 
for the many seeds that Mary Ann and Dorothea have 
planted for WMU and Providence Baptist Church.

Mission in Action
By Penny Hewett 

It was my honor and pleasure to work 
with Minister of  Music Tim Hill for the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship - NC’s 
youth choir festival held at Providence 
this past March.  I am a seasoned church 
musician, and have directed choirs 
of  all ages. Youth voices are clear and 
beautiful and make a balanced sound, so 
I knew it would be a special experience. 
Phillip Shoultz was the guest clinician 
for this event and he did a fabulous job 
combining the 80-plus voices into a lovely 
and worshipful experience!

I enjoyed meeting choir directors from 
various churches from across the state. 
The individual choirs got music and 
learned the basics of  each piece before 
the joint group met. They were well 
prepared and excited about sharing 
their music during our Sunday morning 
worship service.  Music is such a vital 
part of  the worship experience, and this 
combined choir spoke to many people!

I hope to have the opportunity to have  
this experience again!

Music to Our ears
By Pam Greenwood 



By Sarah Blackwell
A Galatic Blast

It’s 8:30am on the first morning of Vacation Bible School, 
and there are already close to 24 rising sixth grade students 
buzzing into the Sanctuary to get their special VBS “Blast 
Off” shirts and to prepare for the opening gathering.  
Each year, the students who have just completed 5th 
grade serve as special helpers in their final year as VBS 
participants. Through the years, the students have eagerly 
awaited their turn to lead the music, help with special 
games, wear theme t-shirts, and complete service projects. 
Even some that have been hesitant in the past about being on stage often embrace their role and enjoy their time 
as leaders. Anyone who attended an opening gathering or the final assembly on Friday could tell you about the 
energy, excitement, and hospitality this crew brought to the experience. The 24 soon-to-be middle schoolers also 
led science experiments during the snack time to go with the outer space theme and helped with clean up at the 
end of the week. 

It is traditions like this that make the Providence VBS 
special. It keeps community members that do not attend 
Providence coming back year after year. In fact, over 
2/3 of our participants fall into this category!  Each year, 
the leadership team works hard to capture the theme in 
decorations, songs, Bible stories, crafts, and snacks.   
They make numerous phone calls and send lots of emails 
to line up volunteers to work in a variety of areas. 

That truly is the beauty of our VBS—the wide array of 
volunteers that show up to make the experience special for 
all the children. It is one of my favorite weeks of the whole 
year because I get to see new relationships form between people in different ages and stages of life.  
These intergenerational friendships are one of the best parts of our Providence family. It is fun to witness special 
bonds grow and develop during this week when the whole Providence community pulls in the same direction.  
We truly can accomplish great things when we all utilize our gifts and talents—and have a BLAST doing so!  

Vacation Bible School
Every year, the Providence Vacation Bible 
School welcomes 500 children and adults 
for our week-long event. The Children’s 
Ministry staff  and it’s team of  volunteer 
leaders, transforms the Providence 
Campus into a world where children can 
learn about the love of  Jesus in unique 
and fun ways. The team coordinates 
crafts, storytelling, games, missions 
outreach, and music. The planning begins 
in January for this June event, when the 
team chooses a theme. Once that is done, 
the work of  dreaming, coordinating, and 
implementing begins.  



The first time I watched a Providence Children’s Bible Drill was 
when my son Matthew was a first grader participating in Bible 
Buddies.  I was amazed at how quickly the children could  
find verses in the Bible and how many verses they knew.    
I remember thinking that I wanted Matthew to participate, but 
wondering if he could learn the verses and if he would be willing 
to stand up in front of people and participate.  It seemed a bit 
intimidating and overwhelming.  

In November 2016, when Matthew was in the 3rd grade we received 
information about Children’s Bible Drill.  It is for 3rd – 5th graders and 
meets each Sunday afternoon from November until March.  It is a BIG 
commitment!  When I talked with Matthew 
about participating, he was concerned about 
missing some Panthers’ football games and 
about standing up in front of people.  But we 
knew that it was a great opportunity for him to 
learn about the Bible and to grow in his faith, 
so he chose to participate.

Starting in November, the group would meet 
each Sunday afternoon to begin learning the 
books of the Bible and Bible verses.   
Each child is given a Bible Drill card that 
has 25 Bible verses and 10 key passages.  
The goal by March is to know all the books 
of the Bible, to know 25 Bible verses and to 
be able to find 10 key passages in the Bible.  
Each week, the children play games and do 
activities to help them with the verses.  The children are asked to practice at home each week.  

In March, there is a Providence Bible Drill.  If you have never been, please come.  It is AMAZING to see what 
our children know.  The children have 10 SECONDS to answer the “call.”  It may be a call to cite a book of the 
Bible, to cite a verse, to verbally complete a verse or to find a key passage.  And this is all in 10 SECONDS.  This 
is incredibly difficult and even more so in front of people.   

I always leave being so impressed with what they have learned and 
wishing that I knew what they did.  There are 24 calls and if you get at 
least 12 correct, you can then participate in the Association Drill, and 
then, if you answer 16 correctly, you move on to the regional drill. 

While it is impressive to be able to find the verses and passages in 10 
seconds, the real gift is writing these verses on our children’s hearts.   
If you participate in Bible Drill for all three years, you will learn 75 verses 
and 30 key passages.  As a parent, my hope is that these verses will be so 
familiar to my son that he will recognize them in sermons, Sunday School 
lessons, and youth retreats, and that the verses will always be with him.  He 
may not always know the verses word for word or be able to locate them in 
10 seconds, but that is ok. To feel the verses in his heart is the best gift of all!

By Kelly PerroneChildren’s Bible Drill

Bible Drill
One of  our Providence Will  tenents is 
to “Make Disciples.”  We take that 
responsibility and call very seriously. 
And we believe that creating disciples 
begins from birth. We believe we 
must mold our children into Jesus-
loving young people so that they may 
serve others and be a light in the 
darkness. All this begins with hiding 
God’s Word in their hearts.  That’s 
why we place so much importance on 
Children’s Bible Drill. 



I truly don’t even know how to begin to tell the story of 
our women’s retreat this spring at Caswell. When I first 
signed up for it, I was excited about going to the beach 
but apprehensive about interacting with women, some of 
whom I had never met before. I can say, throughout the 
weekend, God showed up. And God blessed me beyond 
belief. Not only did I have the opportunity to meet our 
CBF leader/speaker Devita Parnell, but I also had an 
opportunity to just breathe. I think we often get caught 
up in our busy lives and forget the importance of sitting, 
taking a moment and being present. 

During the retreat, the songs we sang and the beautiful 
harmonization of the women present made me feel like 
part of a family. Taking some of our “quiet time” and 
sitting in a rocking chair on the porch of our house just 
looking at a tree, I was in awe of what God was telling 
me in those moments, how that part of God’s creation 
was speaking to my life. Of course, the bonding with the 
women there was incredible. Intergenerational bonds 
were formed, and I think that having those relationships 
broadened the horizon for all of us that were there. Early 
morning walks with a fellow yo-yo pro and just chatting 
about life as we watched the sunrise was a break from 
our work-lives we both so desperately needed. 

I will say, 
without a doubt, 
my favorite 
part/session 
of the entire 
weekend was 
an experience 
that began in 
the afternoon. 
We were asked 
to pick a Psalm, 
turn to a random 
one or pick 
one we were 
familiar with. 
We were to ask God to speak to us through the Psalm. 
So, I flipped to Psalm 16 and as I began to read it, I could 
tell this was a “God thing.” The prayer I formed out of 
the words from the Psalm continued to flow with ease. 
Once we did that activity and enjoyed a little free time, 
the evening worship was a blessing. We were offered the 
opportunity to share what we had written, and I can say, 
God nudged me to share. I felt the incredible amount 
of love from those women that night. And through 
their tears and hugs and kind words, I knew Providence 
women were special. I formed relationships that weekend 
that will last a lifetime, all grounded in a love of God that 
was so greatly outpoured over that retreat. I was shown 
strength in faith, hope in faith, love in faith, perseverance 
in faith. 

Providence women are special, that was never a doubt 
in my mind, but being able to have an open sense of 
vulnerability with women across generations about 
what was on our hearts was one of the best experiences 
I have had at Providence. I am reminded daily of the 
experiences of the retreat by simply looking at the 

succulent we planted one evening, and it is a 
reminder I am not alone. As it continues to grow, 
it reminds me of the growth of my church family 
during that unbelievable weekend.

It Was A “God Thing” By Cayce Martin

Women’s Retreats
Providence offers a women’s retreat once  
every 18 months (one in the spring and one in 
the fall of  the following year). These retreats 
are meant to renew faith, build community, 
strengthen relationships and foster interaction 
between all generations of  Providence women.



By Chloe Ayscue
With our high school mission trip to Slovakia in summer 
of 2019, fundraising was an important aspect of making 
this happen. The Valentine’s banquet, a new tradition, 
provided an opportunity for fundraising and fellowship. 
Since Valentine’s Day is a holiday celebrating love, what 
better way to show that than by spending it with your 
church family? This event was special to me because 
I was able to work with my friends during 
the event, serve others that mean so much to 
me, and fundraise for a trip that will have an 
everlasting impact on my heart. I find that I 
enjoy serving those in my everyday life the 
most; this event provided just that.

When church members purchased their ticket to 
the highly anticipated Valentine’s Dinner
Banquet, they were agreeing to be served by 
the church’s finest waiters and waitresses, the 
students of Providence Baptist Church. The 
spaghetti dinner not only gave church members 
a chance to interact with their most well known 
and loved friends, but also to make a new friend with someone they’re not as familiar with. The money from the 
tickets purchased was poured back into the pot of money that funds the mission trip for each student going. It 
meant so much to those going on the trip. The willingness of the church to support trips like ours this summer is 
what grows young Christians into disciples of Jesus Christ.

Valentine’s Banquet

I have had the pleasure of serving on the Missions Committee, which oversees the missions grant funding 
process at Providence. Every year the Providence Financial Plan for Missions and Ministry has a line item 
identified specifically for grant funding. Grant requests come from all over. We contact previous partners, 
request applications through our website, and encourage our members to solicit their own requests based on 
their personal experiences. It can be an overwhelming process. There are usually 20 to 30 requests that often 

add up to two to three times more money than we actually have to 
give.  Over the years, the Missions Committee designed and honed 
a request form that gives us all the information we need to make 
a good decision, including basic facts about the organization and 
specifics about how the money will be used. Every grant request 
is diligently researched, with special attention paid to the purpose 
of the organization and its work, priority of the request, other 
funding sources, previous history, and connection to Providence 
and our ministry. We look for ways to partner financially and for 
opportunities to actively participate.  QC Family Tree and Hoskins 
Park are great examples of organizations that we have not only 
financially supported, but also actively supported as a congregation 
with our time and talents. We have seen first-hand how our support 
has made a sizeable difference in “Blessing Charlotte” and the 
“least of these.” What a blessing to be at Providence!

Giving to Serve God By Steve Jarrett

Missions Funding
Providence has a strong commitment 
to missions. We actively seek ways to 
support partners who care for those in 
our community who need our help. In the 
Gospel of  Matthew (25:31-46) Jesus tells us 
that we should care for the “least of  these” 
as we would care for Him. One of  our 
Providence Will  initiatives, Bless Charlotte, 
seeks to enable our members to put their 
gifts and talents to work, blessing Charlotte 
while sharing God’s love in our city. One of  
the ways we do that is by funding the work 
of  ministries in our community. 



By Mike ArimCatch the Fever

College Ministry

Providence College Ministry
As our college students arrive home after their time away, 
they are seeking to connect with their community in both 
familiar and new ways. We try to cultivate relationships 
with our college class that support them as they learn to 
make their way in this world. We create spaces for them  
to let down their guard and to be honest about the things  
they are experiencing, growing in, and working through.

The college program is super inviting! We have so 
many opportunities to hang out with our friends 
and go places like baseball games, cook outs, and 
dinners. It is a judge-free zone that I’m so happy to 
be involved with!

- Reagan McCraney

The summer college program at Providence is a 
great way to stay in contact and meet people in the 

community.  
Caitie Jackson 
leads powerful 
group talks 
about faith and 
real life in the  
adult world. 

- Kayla 
Mulley

By this time in my life, I shouldn’t be surprised when God does amazing things in an obscure way. But I am 
still in awe when I see His hands at work.  My first meeting with Kathy Izard was such an example.  Kathy’s 
book, The Hundred Story Home, had been recommended to me, so I read it and immediately knew the people 
at Providence needed to hear her story. So I worked on getting Kathy to Providence. Ultimately the Missions 
Committee invited Kathy to speak to our congregation this past spring about her involvement with Moore 
House (Urban Ministry Center’s first permanent supportive housing residential complex built specifically to 
address homelessness in Charlotte). For those of you who have not heard Kathy’s story, let me tell you three 
things that I think are so inspiring.  
 

1. God uses ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things.  When Kathy first “heard the whisper” to take 
on homelessness in Charlotte she was reluctant. She only became aware of this problem when she and her 
family decided to volunteer at Urban Ministry Center. And to be honest, she will tell you that their volunteer 
work was initially a substitute for Sunday worship service.   

2. God doesn’t necessarily choose “strong Christians” to do His work.  Kathy called herself a “reluctant 
Christian” at first. Simply, Kathy saw a problem and it was her good moral sense that drove her to do 
something about homelessness in Charlotte—not the fact that she was a strong Christian.  

3. We can eliminate the problem of homelessness in Charlotte—and it can be accomplished in the very near 
future.  One of the main reasons for the success of Moore Place is that it takes a “housing first” approach.  
This means that first you put folks into a place they can call “home,” then you address their other needs 
(like drug or alcohol addiction, lack of education, mental illness, physical disabilities).

So what is the bottom line?  First, once you “catch the fever” of helping others, you will find that there is always 
something more that you can be doing.  Second, God has blessed us in so many ways that we have an obligation 
to share these blessings.  (To do nothing is to be selfish!)  Finally, don’t sell yourself short and don’t set your 
goals too low.  God has your back and He will provide you with what you need. 
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