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The author of Ecclesiastes 
understands that God created 
us to be in relationship with one 
another.  As the Lord Himself 
says in Genesis 2:18, “It is not 
good for the man to be alone”—a 
sentiment echoed by the ancient 
Greek philosopher, Aristotle, who 
once observed that “we are social 
creatures.”  The very nature of 

the church reflects this reality.  We are not isolated, 
autonomous individuals—each one connected to 
God, but separated from one another, like spokes on a 
wheel—but, rather, more like a human body in which 
every single part is essential to and dependent upon 
the whole.  At our best, we work together for God’s 
glory and, as the entire body flourishes, so does each 
individual member.
This interconnected, organic relationship, though, 
means that—again, at our best—we also share each 
other’s pain.  The apostle Paul puts it like this: 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep” (Romans 12:15).  In other words, once the grace 
of God joins us to the body of Christ, we are no longer 
alone.  At our best, we do life together.
Stephen Ministry takes this fundamental Christian 
truth as its starting point.
Some of you may be very familiar with Stephen 
Ministry.  Some of you may never have heard of 
it before.  So, what is Stephen Ministry?  Well, for 
starters, it’s something new here at Providence: A 
way for trained lay ministers in our church to provide 
pastoral care for members of our congregation and our 
community who are grieving or in crisis.  Done well, 
Stephen Ministry both extends the reach and expands 
the scope of our pastoral care ministry, enabling us to 
share the comforting, healing, and life-giving love of 
Jesus with a greater number of people in Charlotte 
than we could otherwise.
How so?  Well, each Stephen Minister receives 50 
hours of training in how to care for people who are 
experiencing loss—of a loved one, a relationship, a 
job—or going through a period of unusual stress.  
A trained Stephen Minister is then paired with a care 
receiver, and the two meet regularly for conversation, 
encouragement, and prayer.  This one-on-one 
relationship will last for as long as the care receiver 
needs it to last.  Stephen Ministry is not about problem- 
solving.  It is, instead, about providing company to 
someone traveling along a particularly rocky stretch of 

life’s journey.  It is, simply put, about being the presence 
of Christ in a time of great need.  
Not everyone is called to be a Stephen Minister.  
The Holy Spirit gives every Christian gifts to use for 
God’s glory and the good of the church, and those gifts 
are many and varied.  Some of you, though, have been 
given spiritual gifts that make Stephen Ministry 
a good fit for you.  Maybe you’re a gifted listener.  
Maybe you’re a gifted encourager.  Maybe you’re a 
gifted caregiver.  Maybe you have felt for years that 
God has given you a heart for ministry but you didn’t 
really know how or where to put that feeling into 
action.  If this sounds like you, then perhaps Stephen 
Ministry is something you ought to explore.  
Martha Haigler, our director of pastoral care, and 
Bill Griffin, who recently completed a term of service 
as a deacon, will provide leadership for Stephen 
Ministry here at Providence.  Either one of them 
will be glad to talk with you about Stephen Ministry.  
Elsewhere in this edition of Connections you can 
find more information about how to apply to become 
a Stephen Minister.  Our staff ministers, deacons, 
and coordinating council have all heartily endorsed 
this new ministry as a way not only to provide better 
pastoral care for Providence members, but also to bless 
Charlotte in Jesus’ name as we extend this ministry to 
members of our community.
What I especially like about Stephen Ministry is the 
fact that it takes a very Baptist approach to pastoral 
care insofar as it’s grounded in the conviction that all 
Christians are called to be ministers to one another.  
Every single one of us—not just ordained, professional, 
seminary-trained clergy—but every single one of us is 
called to share the love of Jesus as we are called, gifted, 
and led by the Holy Spirit.  In Baptist-speak, this 
theological principle is known as the priesthood of all 
believers, and it’s foundational to Stephen Ministry.  
The author of Ecclesiastes had it right.  All of us, at 
some point, are going to fall down and need some 
help getting back on our feet.  The promise of Stephen 
Ministry is that, when this happens to us, someone will 
be here to lift us up—in Jesus’ name, for as long as it 
takes—until we can find our way again.  That’s what 
God’s love looks like in action.
May the peace of Christ be with you!       

We Lift Each Other Up

Lee Canipe

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor.  For if they fall, one will lift up the 
other; but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help.     Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

SENIOR PASTOR
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Cultivate Generosity - 2019 Approved Financial Plan 
Weekly Requirement                 $   45,192
The average weekly requirement is the $2,350,000 Financial 
Plan for Missions and Ministry divided by 52 weeks.

Revenue Received
Through Sunday, 6/16  $  933,268

Expenses Paid             
Missions Grants      $    22,242 
Operating Expenses    $  961,924
Total Through Sunday, 6/16   $  984,166

Net Revenue to Expenses
Through Sunday, 6/16        $  -50,898

June 16, 2019
Deacon on call (Weekdays): 704.366.4030x147
June 30 - July 5: Linda Mullis
July 7 - 12: Nancy Lockee
July 14 - 19: Les Miller
July 21 - 26: Jamie Pittman
July 28 - August 2: Stowe Query
August 4 - 9: Catherine Trahan
August 11 - 16: Sharon Winstead
August 18 - 23: Jonathan Bensch
August 25 - 30: Heather Hanson

Deacon on Call

Minister on call (Weekends): 704.366.4030x147
July 5 - 8: Dane Jackson
July 12 - 15: Lee Canipe
July 19 - 22: Julia Wright
July 26 - 29: Lee Canipe

Minister on Call
August 2 - 5: Julia Wright
August 9 - 12: Dane Jackson
August 16 - 19: Tim Hill
August 23 - 26:  Julia Wright

Stewardship Update
The Stewardship Committee would like to thank you 
for Cultivating Generosity throughout 2019. Giving has 
been such that the Finance Committee has been able to 
successfully manage cash flow in a positive manner.  Gifts 
and commitments to help retire the outstanding debt of  the 
Moss Children’s Building have remained strong.  Along with a 
very generous commitment of  matching funds from a church 
member, we expect to be able to pay off our debt earlier than 
the due date of  February 2020. This is all very encouraging 
news!!  However, we are falling short of  our average weekly 
giving requirements. In order to meet the approved 2019 
Financial Plan for Ministry & Missions of  $2,350,000, our 
giving requirement is $45,192 per week. As of  5/31/19 our 
total year-to-date giving totals $861,502.   Based on 21 weeks 
of  giving, this figure should be $949,032. So, we are presently 
$87,530 less than where we should be. Giving trends indicate 
that we are beginning our slower giving summer months.   
So, we would like to request two things:
• If  you are behind on your giving, please catch up.
• And, while you are away this summer, please continue  

to make giving to Providence a priority.  
We have made giving as easy as possible through electronic 
means. Check the website under “Give,” or look for the QR 
code in the worship guide each week, enabling you to quickly 
and easily give using your smart phone. Remember to look 
for the giving graphic chart in the Rotunda that clearly shows 
“where we are” with our giving. Let’s commit to seeing more 
GREEN and less RED on the chart this year! 

As of  5/31/19
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, contact Kristen Hendrix at 704.366.4030x125 or khendrix@providencebc.org.

Preschool and Children’s Leadership
Saturday, August 24

9:00am - 11:30am

Sit a spell with guest teacher Joy Canupp as she gives 
us tips for a practical journey toward a successful life 

in ministry. Come and join us for a morning  
of  fellowship and preparation as we get ready  

for a new year of  Children’s Ministry!

Leadership Prep Day

   What happens when you put together Cosmic Crafts, Astro Bistro, Rocket Recreation, Moons’n 
Tunes, the Starship Galactic Blast and Good News Galaxy?  You have a Vacation Bible School 
that is out of  this world!  
   During June 17 – 21, we had nearly 500 children and volunteers involved in Bible School.  
Our children experienced God’s love, made new friends and learned a little about outer space.  
Our children also gave over $1,400 to 
our mission partnership with Friendship 
Gardens.  We also learned about “going 
green.”  Our “Green King” (Blake 
Kendrick) helped the children learn to re-
use and recycle.  Like many past years, our 
Vacation Bible School had more children 

from the community than from Providence.  I am grateful for 
the witness that Providence provides each year through this 
week of  outreach and Engaging Cotswold. 
   Many “mission specialists” were needed for this cosmic 
adventure.  I am grateful for the volunteers who gave of  their 
time to make this Galactic Blast possible.  I am especially 
grateful for the leadership team. Our team has been meeting 
and making preparations for five months, so that our time 
with the children could be blessed and fruitful. Please thank 
these ladies when you see them. They have done a tremendous 
job and I am very proud of  them. The team includes:
Kathy Hall (Crafts), Kristen Hendrix (Registration), Leslie Hunt (Decorating), Kelly Perrone (Grade School),  
Julie Smith (Preschool Teams), Ursula Taylor (Weekday Education Ministry), Erin Young (Snacks and Recreation). 
Thank you, from the bottom of  my heart!

It Was A Galactic Blast

Wednesday, August 28
4:45pm

You are invited to join us as we celebrate the goodness 
of  God during these summer days.  We will bring you 

back to a time when 
you spent unhurried 
summer afternoons 
sipping lemonade, 
swapping stories,
and laughing with the 
people you love.

Come enjoy lawn 
games for the children 
and a good Southern 
meal for all!  

(Look for Wednesday night meal prices on page 12.)

Fun on the Front Porch

Sunday, August 25
9:00am - 10:00am

All children will be 
promoted to their next 
school-age classroom. 

Promotion Sunday

Julia Wright

l-r: Julia Wright, Julie Smith, Kelly Perrone, Kathy Hall, 
Kristen Hendrix, Erin Young, Ursula Taylor, Leslie Hunt

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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Summer Safety Tips
Summertime is here, which gives our 
children plenty of  time to play outside 
and enjoy the world around them.  
As they explore and enjoy their summer 
vacations, make sure to keep them 
safe. Here are a few tips to help you 

do just that  
during these fun 
summer months!

Wear a Helmet – 
Every bike ride, every time.

Use Sunscreen – At the pool, 
apply SPF 15 (or above) 30 minutes 
before going out. Re-apply liberally!

Wear Eye Protection – When 
helping with yardwork or mowing, 
be sure to grab your eye wear!

Use Life Jackets – Even for really strong swimmers, 
make sure to use life jackets.

Buddy Up – ALWAYS hike, bike, 
swim and explore with a friend, 
NEVER alone.

Beat the Heat – Drink plenty of  
water, wear hats, seek shade, and 
check for ticks if  you are spending 

any time in the woods!   Here’s to having a happy and 
safe summer!

Ursula Taylor

August 29 - 30
Our Ministry will be closed, 

allowing our teachers to 
participate in professional 

development workshops and 
prepare their rooms for  

the new year.

Weekday Workday

Thursday, July 4
The Weekday Education Ministry 

will be closed as we celebrate  
our nation’s independence.

Holiday Closing

Thursday, August 29
6:15pm

Sanctuary
Let’s start the new school year off right! 

We will briefly go over 
general information,  
then invite families to 
meet their new teachers 
and visit classrooms  
where more specific 

information will be given.  Childcare will not be 
provided for this event. 

Parent Orientation

Sunday, August 18
9:30am

Continental Breakfast and Fellowship for Weekday Staff
Crouch Fellowship Hall

10:30am
Recognition in Worship

What a difference our 
Weekday Education 
Ministry makes within 
our community AND 
our congregation.  

Join us in worship as we recognize and pray over our 
staff and the upcoming year as we seek to minister to 
children and their families. We are believing for an 
outstanding year.  

Weekday Recognition
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A few days ago a group of 
our students returned from 
Passportmissions Camp in Boston. 
This year’s theme was “Fearless” 
and it reminded me of a quote from 
one of my favorite movie series.

“Fear is the path to the dark side… fear 
leads to anger… anger leads to hate… hate 
leads to suffering.” Yoda, Star Wars Episode I

In the “Star Wars” series, the villains and heroes all 
learn to harness a universal life energy known as “The 
Force.” We understand that The Force is intended for 
good, but that a dark side of The Force also exists. In 
the person of Darth Vader, we see the outcome of Yoda’s 
prophecy, and then we trace it back over time to its root: 
fear. Fear is natural. We all have fears. Every person. 

And although we all have fears, we read in Scripture 
that fear does not come from God. Fear may be as 
natural as your breath, but it is not a part of who God 
created us to be.

“All who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons and 
daughters. You didn’t receive a spirit of slavery to lead 
you back again into fear, but you received a Spirit that 
shows you are adopted as His children. With this Spirit, 
we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’” Romans 8:14-15

This is a mysterious and challenging notion: you 
are a beloved child of God, you are created in God’s 
image, and you naturally have fear. This is just one 
part of a long list of things God must be working on 
in the reconciliation of the world – casting out fear. 
Perhaps this is one of the ways we can be a part of that 
restorative work. Fear less.

For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 or gmulley@providencebc.org.

Fear(less)

Dane Jackson

Summer Bible Study
Wednesday, August 21   

6:00pm
Rising 6th grade students and parents are invited 
to an “Ice Cream Social Meet & Greet” with Dane, 
Julia and some current students in the Chapman 
Youth Room. This will be your opportunity to 
talk to students, ask questions and look around the 
space before promotion Sunday (August 25) and our 
fall Kick-Off  (September 8). This will be a small 
gathering intended to make parents and students 
feel comfortable during the transition. Join us.  
We want to welcome you! 

July 3,  July 24, August 7
Join us for three more nights this summer as we continue 
our study on the book of Malachi.  We often don’t feel 
loved by God simply because we have ignored our 
relationship with God. Just like any relationship, if we 
don’t invest time and energy into it, we will drift apart 
and that is exactly what Malachi challenges God’s people 
to correct. 

This summer we will explore four aspects of connecting 
with God. Check the website for times and locations.  
The remaining dates are listed below.

Rising 6th Graders
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Magnificent Mondays

Our high school students continue to prepare for their 
summer mission trip to Slovakia. 

High School Mission Trip

All summer long the Student Ministry has plans for Magnificent Mondays. From fun day trips, to mission projects, 
to movie nights, we’re going to gather all summer long. Don’t miss a single event! You have to REGISTER for 
Magnificent Mondays, and we need CHAPERONES, too! Visit the website to SIGN UP!

STUDENT MINISTRY
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Congratulations, High School Graduates
Our high school seniors graduated in June and the Student Ministry celebrated with them by hosting a special 
family luncheon following our Baccalaureate worship service.  It was a time of looking back and looking forward, 
as they begin this next exciting chapter in their lives. We are so very proud of them!  Keep them in your prayers 
as they go. And if you see them, remind them that Providence will always be a “home” for them!

Lois Cing 
Myers Park High School

Queens University

Kelsey McClellan Dukes
Covenant Day School

Appalachian State University

Eliza Grace Durham
Sun Valley High School

North Carolina State University

Mark Steven Jarrett
Covenant Day School

University of  North Carolina Charlotte

Sarah Melissa Mansfield
Providence High School
College of  Charleston

Lauren Paige Mulley
Myers Park High School

Clemson University

John Stoker Pittman
Providence High School

Clemson University

Adam Blessing Riescher
Charlotte Latin School

Parsons School of  Design

Bottom (l-r): Kelsey Dukes, Lois Cing; Middle (l-r): Lauren Mulley, Rev. Dane Jackson, Grace Durham
Top (l-r): John Pittman, Gin Muang, Sarah Mansfield  (not pictured: Mark Jarrett and Adam Riescher)

Saturday,  July 27 and August 31
8:00am - 12:00pm

Gordon Weekley Chapel 

Come. Sit. Listen. Meditate.  
Be in the presence of  the 
Savior. Our deacons will  
offer a meditation guide.

Monthly Prayer Vigils
Thursday, July 4

The Providence Campus will be 
closed as we celebrate our  

nation’s independence.

We will return to regular office hours on Friday,  July 5. 
Happy 4th of  July!

Holiday Closing
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What a Success!
The totals are in!  In all, the recent Providence 
Artisan Fair brought in over $3,500, with over $2,800, 
(yes - that’s two thousand, eight hundred dollars!) 

going to the high school 
students’ summer mission trip 
to Slovakia!!! 

Our artisans were incredibly 
generous, not only with their 
talent and time, but also with 
their commissions.  And the 
Providence church family 

showed up BIG to purchase these beautiful, one-of-a-
kind pieces of  art. The Crouch Fellowship Hall was 
full of  people buzzing around, bidding on all kinds of  
special pieces. Some walked away with jewelry, some 
with wood crafts, some with seedlings, and some with 
paintings or notecards. For certain, our Providence 
family is blessed with talented and generous people. 

The Student Ministry would like to thank Linda 
McConnell for spearheading the effort and for 
imagining all the Artisan Fair could be. And again, 
THANK YOU, PROVIDENCE!  When you see one 
of  our talented artisans, give them a pat on the back!

Artisan Thank You

Sunday School 
Room 2302  9:00am
Meet us every Sunday 

for encouraging 
fellowship and our 

study on the prophets. 

July Events
3 – Small Group

Student Lounge, 7:00pm 
This summer, we’ll be taking this journey together as we read 

“Everybody Always” and discuss what this kind of love looks like 
in today’s world and how we are called to it.

7 – Carowinds
We’ll meet for Sunday School and carpool together.

17 – Small Group
Student Lounge, 7:00pm (Guest Teacher)

21 – Fellowship Meal
Time to gather as we share food and fellowship. 
Every other Sunday, we’ll meet at a restaurant

for time together as community.
31 – Small Group

Student Lounge, 7:00pm

August Events
4 – Fellowship Meal

7 – Cookout
at the Jackson Home

College Summer Program
In May, Providence approved a new college summer 
ministry under the leadership of  Rev. 
Caitie Jackson. Caitie’s passions lie in 
serving, supporting and ministering to 
college-aged students. Her background 
and education centers around this exact 
kind of  ministry for students. Caitie has 
developed a comprehensive program 
and schedule for our college students to 
enjoy and grow from during this summer. 
Make note of  the dates and times and 
invite your college student and friends to 
join in. This is where you need to be. 

Caitie Jackson

Gina Ayscue 
Jan Beck 

David Carriker
Vivian Carroll 

Gary Franceschi
Leslie Jones

Glenn McConnell

Linda McConnell
George Mulley
Jane Norwood 
Hartley Sneed

Judy Todd
Shelia Mitchell-Sasser

PrimeTimers’ BINGO
Thursday, July 18

2:00pm 
Nalley Missions Center

You KNOW it’s fun, so come join us for some 
BINGO, food and fellowship! 

Contact Donna Eason: 
ann.donna@gmail.com
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Summer greetings, Providence Baptist Church!  I’m thrilled to be here with you.  My family is 
becoming more settled each day here in the community. And I’ve already begun to have exciting 
conversations about Sunday School, Bible studies, book studies, retreats, and much more.  I am so 
grateful for your warm welcomes, cards, handshakes, and smiles.  I have finally unpacked all of the 
boxes into my new office just off of the Rotunda. Please come by and visit and we can share a 
“holy chat.” 
As I begin my work here among you, I’ll make three promises:  1)  I’m here to listen to you.  2)  I am 
willing to try new things.  3)  And, like you, I’m deeply committed to the health and vitality of our 
church family and ministry together.
Right now, some of my priorities include Adult Sunday School, launching a Thursday morning Bible 
study in September, and planning Wednesday night studies for the fall.

I have many other ideas, too.  I’m excited about all that God is up to here at Providence Baptist Church.  
Thank you for welcoming me and my family to be here with you. We’re so excited about this next chapter in our lives.

And So It Begins

Blake Kendrick

Stephen Ministers are people who have answered God’s call to serve others. We are beginning a new Stephen 
Ministry at Providence and we are looking for those who are called to “share the load.” Our Stephen Ministers will 
go through many hours of training to prepare them for providing Christian care to individuals experiencing a crisis 
or challenge such as divorce, grief, job loss, hospitalization, terminal illness, relocation or loneliness. They will be 
trained in all aspects of  ministry, including keeping confidentiality, listening, assertiveness and ministering to people 
in specific situations. 
Are you interested in becoming a Stephen Minister?

1. Pray about your calling.
2. Pick up an application at the reception desk, fill it out and return it to  

Martha Haigler.
3. Attend an interview with Bill Griffin and Martha Haigler.
4. If selected as a Stephen Minister, you must attend training classes held every 

Thursday from 7:00pm – 9:00pm from Thursday, September 5 to Thursday, 
November 7th. We will meet in the Eddins Room in the Nalley Missions Center.

5. Attend two mandatory retreats: 
 a. Retreat 1 is on September 6th through September 8th  
 b. Retreat 2 is on November 8th through November 10th

6. Be commissioned by the congregation during worship. A covenant between the 
Stephen Minister and the congregation will be read and signed.

Each Stephen Minister is assigned one “care receiver” by the Stephen Leaders. The ministers must be willing to 
dedicate about an hour a week meeting with the care receiver. This caring relationship will last for as long as the care 
receiver needs it. Sometimes, a care receiver’s needs go beyond a Stephen Minister’s caregiving skills. When this occurs, 
Stephen Ministers are trained on how to refer the care receiver for additional care.
Stephen Ministers meet twice a month for supervision and continuing education with the Stephen Leaders. Stephen 
Ministers are held to a high level of confidentiality with respect to his or her care receiver, as well as the care receivers 
of other Stephen Ministers. No names of care receivers are given at any time.  
Stephen Ministers initially commit to two years of service, but they may choose to  recommit to serve additional years. 
Stephen Leaders continually recruit and select lay people from the congregation to serve as Stephen Ministers.  
There will be opportunities for all members of Providence to put their gifts and talents to work, blessing our church  
and our community.  
Being a Stephen Minister may be one of the most rewarding opportunities you will ever embrace. We pray that you 
will consider being a part of this exciting and meaningful ministry. Together we can make a difference in caring for one 
another and our community. Submitted by Martha Haigler and Bill Griffin

Stephen Ministry

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

This summer, members of  our Sanctuary Choir (along with families and friends) will be 
traveling to Paris, France July 2 - 9.  The group will participate in the Paris Choral Festival, 
hosted by Music Celebrations International, commemorating the 75th Anniversary of  D-Day 
and the Liberation of  France.  Prior to the finale performance, the group will journey to nearby 
Normandy for an Independence Day choral remembrance and wreath-laying at the Normandy 
American Cemetery and Memorial – site of  the June 6th, 1944 Allied Invasion. 

The festival will feature works by Dan Forrest, Fauré, and others, honoring the occasion and 
culminating in a grand musical commemoration for the heroes that fought for freedom during 
the world’s greatest invasion. The concert will take place in L’église de la Madeleine, one of  the 
most historic and beautiful churches in Paris. Please pray for us as we take this magnificent and 
meaningful journey. 
    Soli Deo Gloria!

Singing in Paris

Timothy Hill

Planning is currently underway for our Student 
Choir Tour to Chicago in June 2020.  While this 
may seem like a long time away, there are many 
things to prepare for such an amazing trip.  
For starters, we will be refining our rehearsal 
schedule this fall, with Student Choir rehearsals 
moving to Wednesday nights.  
We think this will help students 
and families — and bring overall 
continuity to the Wednesday night 
programming at Providence.  
Stay Tuned for updates and 
announcements  during this 
exciting time!

Chicago 2020

The Sanctuary Choir is extending an open 
invitation to “come sing!” During the summer, we 
will be singing familiar songs that only require a 
30-minute warm-up each week. Join us at 10:00am 
in the choir room, grab some music and a robe, and 
you’ll be all set! Adults and students are welcome, as 
are guests and friends … just come sing!

“Come Sing” Choir

Sixty five years ago, a seed was planted that we now 
know as Providence Baptist Church.  As the church’s 
first Minister of Music, Dr. Martha Iley planted musical 
seeds within the hearts and minds of children, youth 
and adults — cultivating a culture of musical 
excellence which lives on to this day.

As a teacher, 
conductor, planner 
and leader, she has 
given her life to 
this calling.  In her 
own words from a 
Charlotte Observer 
article in 2015, 
she stated: 
“It’s a wonderful thing to have been called.  I would 
have never thought of this myself, but the Lord had this 
in mind for me, and he made it clear to me.  And it’s 
been such a joy and a privilege.”

Indeed, it has been our privilege over the years to benefit 
from her love of music and worship — both through 
her work in the church, and the great work beyond the 
church through the Metropolitan Music Ministries.

It is our joy to dedicate the Martha Strawn Iley Music 
Library.  Dr. Iley created a legacy for excellence in 
choral music at this church. May that legacy continue 
for many years to come.

A Legacy of Excellence

This plaque hangs in the Lowell Dotson Music 
Suite in honor of Dr. Martha Strawn Iley.

MUSIC MINISTRY
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Dinner With The Pastor
Thursday, July 25

at the home of 
Michael and Holly Christian

6:30pm

Thursday, August 22
at the home of 

Jim and Margaret Ford
6:30pm

You have two opportunities to join 
Lee Canipe for a “Let’s Talk” event 
this summer.  Providence continues 
to host these small evening events 
in member homes.  Look for sign 
ups in the Rotunda. 

Contact Colette McCollum:
704-618-4396 (call or text) or

colette.mccollum48@gmail.com

9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Worship 

July 7
Isaiah 65:1-9

July 14
 Deuteronomy 30:9b-14  

July 21
Colossians 1:15-28

July 28
Genesis 18:20-32

August 4 
Blake Kendrick Preaching

Colossians 3:1-11

August 11
Luke 12:32-40

August 18
Hebrews 11:29-12:2

August 25
Luke 13:10-17

Sundays at Providence
Ice Cream Social  

Wednesday, July 24
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Crouch Fellowship Hall
Want to beat the summer doldrums? 

Join the Providence  
family for the  

third Annual Midsummer 
Ice Cream Social. 

Bring your favorite batch of home made ice cream 
and see how it stacks up. It’s quite the competition!
And it’s clear who wins ... the Providence Family! 

Watch the smiles abound as folks sample 
the tasty selections.

We need at least 12 freezers, so get signed up on the 
bulletin board leading to the  

Crouch Fellowship hall.  Tell us what kind of 
ice cream you will be making  

so we can anticipate the “goodness!”
Then, all that’s left to do is to ENJOY!

Midsummer Ice Cream

Wednesday, August 28
4:45pm

Let’s spend one of  our last days 
of  summer together as a church 
family enjoying time together on 
the “Front Porch.” 

Join us for a good some tangy 
lemonade, a good Southern 
meal, and fun lawn games for the 
children.  Let’s celebrate God’s 
goodness and spend this unhurried summer evening 
swapping stories and laughing together.  

We’ll have fried chicken, potato salad, and a 
delicious assortment of  pies. Won’t you join us?

Fun on the Front Porch

PRICES:   Adults and Teens $8.00,   
Seniors $7.00,   Children $5.00,   

Max Family $25.00

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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2019 CROP Walk

WMU Mission Collection
The WMU is collecting school supplies for our Rama 
Road tutoring students. The collection area is in the 
hallway leading to the Crouch Fellowship Hall. Drop 
off the supplies anytime during 
the months of July and August! 

We need:
Pencils and Pencil Sharpeners
Pencil Holders for notebooks

Notebook Paper (wide ruled)
New and Gently Used Books

Glue sticks, Crayons, Magic Markers
Colored Pencils, Rulers.

Contacts: 
Anne Tunstall - 704.567.9593  
Penny Hewett - 704.552.0688 Bless Charlotte

Youth Soccer Registration
Opens August 1

Be on the lookout  
for soccer sign ups  

for children under 10.
The season runs from 

early September through  
early November.
We need coaches  

and players.
Help us Engage Cotswold by grabbing 

your friends! Let’s get active, Providence! 

Contact Brandon Whitener 
bwhitener@providencebc.org

Engage Cotswold

Flag Football Registration
Open through Friday, July 5

Join a Providence team!  
Flag Football is for children  

ages 14 and under. 

Games will begin  
in mid-July.

Contact Brandon Whitener 
bwhitener@providencebc.org

Wednesday, August 21 
5:45pm  

Crouch Fellowship Hall

Join us for a BBQ dinner complete with all the 
fixings, then take care of the church business.  

Dinner at 4:45pm. Conference at 5:45pm.

Q3 Conference

Teens & Adults $8, Senior $7, Child $5, Max $25

The Missions Committee is 
spearheading the effort to support 
QC Family Tree. Want to help?  
We need 120 filled backpacks 
by August 9!  Buy a backpack 

for an elementary, middle or high 
school student, then fill it with 

supplies!  Drop your donation off  
in the youth area or at the Sanctuary front desk.  

OR - drop off a check for $50 labeled 
“QC Family Tree” and we’ll do the shopping!  

Let’s do this!

Backpacks Needed
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KIM GRAY is celebrating 
her first year as the Assistant 
Director of  the Weekday 
Education Ministry. Kim’s smile 
and infectious laugh make you 
want to stop and hang out for 
awhile. She is a hard worker  
and children are her passion. 
She and Ursula make an 
exceptional team!

Kimberly Gray

ROCKY CANNON celebrates 9 
years of  service at Providence on  
August 19.  While he started out 
in various part-time roles, Rocky 
became the Facility Manager 
in 2013 and transitioned to the 
Interim Business Administrator 
in November 2018. We are 
blessed with his many skills, 
especially with his special knack 
for hospitality and food service!Rocky Cannon

TIM HILL celebrates his fifth 
anniversary at Providence on 
July 29.  As Minister of Music, 
he directs numerous choirs and 
oversees all aspects of the Music 
Ministry.  His passion for music 
and worship is evident in the 
planning and worship leadership 
at Providence, and has inspired 
him to purse a doctoral degree 
in worship studies.    Tim Hill

EBONY WHITE celebrates 
her third anniversary with us on 
August 3.  She is a member of  
our custodial staff and is tasked 
with  cleaning and sanitizing our 
restroom facilities.  She is a hard 
worker and takes great pride in a 
job well done. Let her know that 
you appreciate her diligence.

Ebony  White

URSULA TAYLOR celebrates her 
first anniversary with Providence 
on August 20. Ursula is our highly 
qualified director of  the Weekday 
Education Ministry. Ursula puts 
as much energy into the spiritual 
development of  our children as she 
does into their safety and well-being. 
She is a prayer warrior and truly  
loves the children she cares for. Ursula Taylor

BRANDON WHITENER celebrates 
his first anniversary at Providence 
on August 13. Brandon is proving 
to be a valuable member of  the 
Recreation Ministry staff, overseeing 
everything from Tiny Tots to sports 
team development. Brandon will be 
married in November, so be sure to 
pass along your congratulations!

Brandon Whitener

DANE JACKSON celebrates his 
second year anniversary on August 
15 as our Minister of  Students and 
Their Families.  If  you’ve ever spent 
any time with Dane, you know he 
is truly called to serve students. He 
has prepared a busy summer for our 
students, including mission trips, 
summer gatherings and meaningful 
Bible studies. Dane Jackson

ANTHONY BAZEMORE is 
celebrating his first year as the 
Custodial Manager at Providence 
on August 20. Anthony is known 
as “Amazing Anthony” because 
he seems to be everywhere at 
once, managing the different 
aspects of the custodial and 
maintenance care at Providence. 
If “it” needs to get done, ask  
“Double A” and he will see to it! Anthony Bazemore

JESSICA MURCIA is our new 
weekend custodian. Jessica works 
Saturdays and Sundays and is 
the point person for all weekend 
activities. You have Jessica to 
thank for the delicious coffee that 
is available each Sunday morning. 
Welcome, Jessica: we are so 
blessed to have you!

Jessica Murcia



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

 CONNECTIONS 15

In Sympathy 
• Lillian Ashe in the death of  her husband, J.B. Ashe on April 22. J.B. was the father of  Lisa Anne 

Clouse and the grandfather of  Lauren and Lindsay Clouse.  J.B. was also the father of  Trip Ashe. 
• Carolyn Miffleton in the death of  her mother, Virginia “Jennie” Cochran Taylor on May 28. 
• Viola Childers in the death of  her sister, Anita Bolick on June 8, 2019. 
• Julia Wright and family in the death of  her mother, Estelle Waller Summerlin on June 10.  

Estelle was also the grandmother to Jackson and Jarrett Wright. 
• Kim Godwin and family in the death of  her father, Ray Earl Thompson, Sr. on June 15.  

Ray was also the grandfather to Anna Godwin Kendrick and great grandfather to Winston,  
Eleanor and Mary-Blake Kendrick.

New Members
Jeffrey Mitchell joined 
Providence on May 
26. He is transferring 
his membership from 
Sanford First Baptist 
Church in Sanford, 
Maine. Look for his wife 
Victoria and daugther 
Ana, introduce yourself  
and welcome them to 
Providence as well. 

Rev. Blake 
Kendrick, our 
new Minister 
for Adult 
Discipleship, 
joined Provience 
with his family on 
June 2. His wife, 
Anna Godwin 
Kendrick, grew 
up at Providence.  
Their children are 

Winston (9), Eleanor (7) and Mary-Blake (6).  
Welcome to the Kendrick Family!

Irene Grubbs joined 
Providence on June 16 by 
profession of  faith. Irene 
will be baptized in the 
coming weeks. Irene is the 
daughter of  Sam  
and Pum Grubbs and  
the sister of  Anna. Irene 
is a rising 6th grader  
going into Sullivan  
Middle School!

Jane Pate Jurney  
joined Providence on June 
16.   Jane is transferring 
her membership from 
Sardis Baptist Church in 
Charlotte. We are so glad 
you have joined us, Jane!

Realm Update
As you may have heard, we are continuing the necessary transition from one church membership software database 
to another. Our move to Realm has had its challenges, but we are excited about how it will help us keep in touch 
with one another. Enrollment emails have been sent. If  you haven’t received an invitation, please contact Amy 
Shoemaker (ashoemaker@providencebc.org) or Rocky Cannon (cba@providencebc.org). They’ll get you set up!
Please note: Realm is a more secure database than we’ve had before. The program will only work on Apple products 
with an iOS system of  11 or higher. The same goes for Andriod devices, with an operating system of  6 or higher.   
If  you are having trouble, try updating your operating system and try joining again! Let us know if  you need help!



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is September 1, 2019.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Wednesday, August 14th.
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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PrimeTimers Bingo
Thursday, July 18 from 2:00pm - 3:30pm  
Nalley Missions Center

Q2 Church Conference 
Wednesday, August 21 Dinner at 4:45pm, meeting at 5:45pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall

Fun on the Front Porch
Wednesday, August 28 at 4:45pm
Rotunda Green and Crouch Fellowship Hall

Midsummer Ice Cream
Wednesday, July 24 at 6:30pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall


