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 “You shall go out leaping like calves 
from the stall,”  Malachi 4:2b

 I’ll admit it: Historically, I’ve been 
one of those people who grumble 
about things getting Christmas-y 
too early.  If I had my way, there 
would be no decorated trees,  
no ribbons, no lights, no music,  
no red Starbucks cups, no decking-
the-halls, no special peppermint-
flavored anything until the day 

after Thanksgiving.  That’s when the Christmas season, 
in my humble opinion, is supposed to start.

There.  I’ve said it.  Send me scolding emails if you 
want.  Be disgusted with me if you must.  I get it.  
Clearly, most folks around here are on the other side  
of this holiday fence.

This year, though, I’m changing my tune.  I’m adjusting 
my attitude.  I am abandoning my Scrooge-like ways.  
Here we are, at the beginning of December.  It began 
to look at lot like Christmas about six weeks ago, which 
seems even earlier than usual—and, you know what?   
I think it’s wonderful. 

Here’s why.  I feel like we’ve got two years-worth of 
celebrating to do this Christmas season—two years-
worth of visiting, two years-worth of caroling, two 
years-worth of sharing favorite treats, two years-worth 
of giving, two years-worth of worshipping together by 
candlelight on Christmas Eve, two years-worth of … 
well, you get the picture.  

Last year, there were so many things we wanted to do 
together that we just couldn’t do.  We made the best of 
it.  We adjusted.  We came up with plans B, C, D, and 
so forth.  We made it work.  We searched for the joy.  
And, to borrow a line from Dr. Seuss, Christmas still 
came.  In spite of it all, Christmas still came!

That’s true—and we should never forget it.

Nevertheless, I get the sense that most of us are going to 
spend these weeks leading up to December 25 trying to 
make up for lost time.  We’re going to do our best this 
year to be extra-festive, extra-joyful, extra-generous, and 
extra-engaged in as much holiday cheer as we possibly 
can.  I fully support this endeavor.  

In fact, the very idea of being “extra” this Christmas 
season brings to mind one of my favorite Old Testament 
images about waiting for the Lord.  It comes from 
the prophet Malachi, and it’s found in verses that we 
typically read this time of year, during Advent, as we 
prepare to welcome Jesus into the world.  “The day 
is coming,” writes the prophet, when the Lord will 
come and put right again all that has gone so wrong in 
creation.  And on that day, “the sun of righteousness 
shall rise, with healing in its wings.  You shall go out 
leaping like calves from the stall” (Mal 4:1-2).

Like calves leaping from the stall.  Isn’t that great?  
Imagine a bunch of frisky, eager calves, stuck in a barn 
for what feels like ages, each of them filled with tractor-
loads of pent-up energy and absolutely nowhere for 
that energy to go.  How frustrating!  How unbearably 
cramped and crowded that little barn must seem! 

And then suddenly, somehow—the barn doors burst 
open, and those calves leap with wild abandon out into 
the wide-open pasture.  What happens next?   
Can you picture it?  

Well, that’s how the prophet Malachi imagines God’s 
people celebrating the coming of the Lord.  We’ll be like 
a bunch of calves merrily cavorting in a vast, beautiful 
pasture after spending far too many days cooped up 
inside a dreary barn.  Sound familiar?

That’s how I feel this year—and I’ve got Malachi here 
to back me up.  This Christmas season, let’s do all those 
things we longed to do last year but couldn’t—and let’s 
be joyful and grateful about it, remembering also, in all 
our “extra” eagerness, to be extra generous to those who 
are hungry, cold, and sick.  

After all, if we’re waiting for Jesus to show up—which 
we all are, with great anticipation—then that’s exactly 
where he tells us to go look first.

May the peace of Christ be with you!                          

Lee Canipe

A Break from Tradition

SENIOR PASTOR
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Coming Together
        Providence is coming together  

again to be the presence of Christ  
in Charlotte and beyond.  

Will you join us?

Our goal at Providence is for every 
member of our church to be a financial supporter of 
our church.  We want to move closer to that goal in 
2022 and expand by 10% the number of our members 
who are working together to fund our missions and 
ministries.  That you are giving is more important 
than what you are giving.  

So, will you include Providence in your plans to 
practice generosity in 2022?  

You can make a Financial Covenant online at  
www.providencebc.org/2022-commitment. 

With Christ at the center, Providence is coming 
together again.  We invite you to come with us!    

Cultivate 
Generosity • All contributions hand-delivered  

to the church office by 4:00pm    
on Thursday, December 30.

• All contributions received with  
a December 31 USPS post mark.

• All contributions received into our brokerage 
account by December 31.

• All contributions received electronically to our 
church bank account by December 31.

 
Any contribution received after December 31 

will be treated as a 2022 gift.  

The church office closes at 4:00pm 
on Thursday, December 30.  
In compliance with the IRS, the 
following contributions will count 
towards 2021 giving:

  The church office will be closed on  
Monday and Tuesday, December 27 - 28, 

 and Friday, December 31. 

Holiday Closings
Christmas 

Monday, 
December 27 

&
Tuesday, 

December 28
New Year’s

Friday,  
December 31 

&
Monday,  
January 3

End of Year Giving

COVID-19 Update
Since the beginning of the pandemic, the COVID-19 Task 
Force has followed the guidelines of medical authorities and 
health officials as it set policies for Providence.

With a clear reduction of Covid cases in our area, 
many are anticipating a change to the current county-
wide mask mandate. As we move forward, Providence 
will continue to follow the advice and directives of our 
local health officials. 

However, children and students (and people in those 
ministry areas) will be asked to use masks, giving added 
protection for those waiting to be vaccinated. Watch 
your Next Steps emails for up-to-date information. 

Providence COVID Task Force

   Sheila Winborne and Jonathan Bensch,  
Stewardship Co-Chairs

Tuesday, December 14
7:00pm | Online ZOOM

Plan to sign on to this online only meeting when 
the Providence Finance Committee will present the 

2022 church budget for discussion and approval. 

Special Business Meeting
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, contact Kristen Hendrix at 704.366.4030x125 or khendrix@providencebc.org.

Sunday, December 5 
9:15am | Activity Center Parlor

You don’t want to miss this sweet gathering.  
All babies born in 2021 are invited 

to their first Christmas party! 
RSVP deadline is December 1  

with Kristen Hendrix. 
We have a gift for baby and baby has a gift  

for Mommy and Daddy!

Baby’s 1st Christmas

Children’s Parties
Wednesday, December 1

5:30pm - 7:00pm | Mission Classrooms

Let’s celebrate Christmas together!
There will be Christmas music playing,  

yummy treats to eat and fun to be had by all!

Make sure to join us!  
(Drop off/pick up from missions classroom.)

Family Advent Dinner
Friday, December 3

6:00pm | Crouch Fellowship Hall

Come enjoy a delicious meal 
 with other families.  

We’ll make Advent wreaths followed 
by a brief  worship time when we’ll 

light the first candle together. 

Space is limited and reservations are 
a MUST by November 29.

RSVP to Kristen Hendrix: 
khendrix@providencebc.org

Friday, 
December 24 

10:00am | Sanctuary
The entire family will enjoy 

hearing the re-telling  
of the Christmas story  

by our children.  
Come and sing along with us 

as the children share 
the real meaning of Christmas.

Children, Candles and Carols

Begins Sunday, February 13 
For Grades 

1 and 2
Info coming soon!

Bible Buddies

Children’s Bible Drill
Resumes January 9 

Sundays | 4:30pm - 6:00pm
For Grades 3 - 5

Vacation Bible School 
June 13 - 17, 2022 

PASSPORTkids Camp 
July 11 - 14 , 2022
Greensboro, NC

For children grades 3 - 5
Registration and $100 deposit 

due in January.

Save the DatesSave the Dates

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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I hope you’re all ready for yet another exciting month 
here at Providence Baptist Weekday!  I can’t believe  
that December is already here.  The first part of the 
school year has flown by.  
As usual, we have December packed with events.   
And if you’re anything like me, your own calendars are 
filled with holiday shopping, parties, and get-togethers.  
Do you remember, though, as a child how you dreaded 
shopping with your parents, waiting in line, and finding 
yourself at adult parties?  The holidays are supposed to 
be fun—for everyone!  As we rush around this holiday 
season, we need to be mindful the effect our hectic 
schedules have upon our children.  Dinners on the run, 
babysitters each weekend, crowded stores, and long lines 
are not young children’s idea of a good time.  These 
events are often-times stressful for children.  
As Christmas approaches, we all have to decide where 
our focus will be.  Will we concentrate on Santa Claus 
and Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer, or will we give 

God the glory?  Our children grow 
up mimicking everything we say and 
do.  As children get older, will they 
understand that we are celebrating 
God’s great gift to us—the birth of 
Christ?  I’m sure that most of you  
are familiar with John 3:16,  
“For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.”  That 
one verse speaks volumes about God’s love for us.   
He knew us before we were even conceived.  He knows 
our every flaw, and yet, He still sent His own Son to pay 
the price for our sins.  This awesome gift of salvation is 
not just for those who do “good things,” it’s for everyone.  
My prayer is that you would discover the best gift of all 
this season and share it with your child(ren) and family.  
Merry Christmas, everyone.

From Ursula’s Desk

December 24 –  January 2  
Preschool and Full Care

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Monday, January 3 is our first day back!Monday, January 3 is our first day back!

Holiday Closings

Ursula Taylor

For more information about the Weekday Education Ministry, contact Kimberly Gray at 704.366.4030x129 or kgray@providencebc.org.

Vanilla Yogurt 
Granola 
Apple Pie Filling

Quick Apple Crisp Recipe
Directions: Gather together ingredients, bowls, and spoons. Scoop about two (2) 
tablespoons of apple pie filling into a bowl. Follow that up with a large spoonful 
of vanilla yogurt. Top with granola to taste. Allow children to do most of the 
work! The amount of each ingredient is up to you.

Thursday, December 16
Weekday Ministry

Check with the office for your child’s time!

Winter Wonderland

It’s our fun outdoor Christmas event designed to help us 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday together!  

Parents and grandparents are 
invited to join us  
as we celebrate  

the reason for the season.
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 There are few things more enjoyable than watching a child open their presents on Christmas 
morning. The joy. The excitement. The wonder of  it all. Wonder: what a concept. Wonder 
is part of  what makes Christmas such a special season. What is your relationship with 
“wonder?” People who see the world with wonder experience their surroundings with a sort 
of  curious surprise. To wonder is to soak up the absolute joy of  a particular experience. 
Children display wonder at Christmas. The question is, do you?

   When faced with the story of  Christmas, the incredible tale of  God becoming human in 
order to build a bridge back to God’s self, do you experience wonder? Are you in awe of  
God’s audacity? Do you marvel at God’s creativity? Are you overwhelmed at how HUGE 
God’s plan is?  If  any of  these things are true, then you are someone who knows what it 
means to wonder at God.  There is so much wonder contained in the Christmas story.  
The wonder of  God’s amazing birth announcement to Elizabeth and Zechariah.  

The wonder of  Mary and Joseph’s encounter with the angel. The wonder of  John leaping in the womb of  his 
mother. The wonder of  the virgin birth. The wonder of  the shepherds’ encounter with a heavenly host.  
The wonder of  the magi. Every single aspect of  the entire incarnation narrative is saturated with wonder. We just 
have to see it. The last stanza of  the timeless Christmas hymn, “Joy To The World,” captures this sentiment:

“He rules the earth with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove
The glories of  his righteousness, And wonders of  his love.”

Remember how that song ends? We don’t just sing “and wonders of  his love” once. We sing it three times!  
May you remember the wonder of  the love of  God that we see so clearly in God’s relentless pursuit of  God’s 
people. May this Christmas season be a wonderful one.

For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 or gmulley@providencebc.org.

Wonder

Dane Jackson

Wear an ugly Christmas sweater, your favorite “onesie,” 
or some classic red and green. More information is 

available on the website! Come join the fun!

Christmas Parties

Middle 
School
Sunday, 

December 5th
6:00pm - 
8:00pm 

 
Location TBD

High 
School
Sunday, 

December 12
6:00pm - 
8:00pm

Skinner Home

Middle School Girls
Saturday, December 4

TBD

High School Girls
Saturday, December 11

9:00am - 2:00pm
Mulley Home

Girls’ Christmas Movies

Wear Christmas PJs and bring 
a Christmas snack to share!

Stay the whole time or drop in/leave early! 
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Christmas Gift Making Party
Wednesday, December 15

5:30pm - 8:00pm
Chapman Youth Room

Join us for 
a night of  
gift making, 
snacks, and 
Christmas 
movies!  
If  you need 
a special gift 
for a parent, 
grandparent, 

sibling, or friend, or just want to make something 
homemade and original, sign up by December 15th  
on the website! 

You must sign up in advance to participate so we can 
estimate supplies. See the website for details. This event 
is $10/per student (and includes dinner and one gift.) 
Each additional gift is $5, or bring your own item to be 
personalized for $5.

Winter Youth Summit
January 14 - 16

Join students from churches all across North and South 
Carolina for a weekend of  worship, breakout activities, 
and parties hosted at Providence Baptist Church. 
Registration is now open until December 6th. See the 
student page for more details.
 
The Winter Youth Summit 2022 theme is “Dwell, in 
Me, in Us, in 
the World” 
and is based 
on the 84th 
Psalm: “Even 
the sparrow 
has found a 
home, and 
the swallow 
a nest for 
herself…
Lord Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed are 
those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising 
you (from Psalm 84:1-4).

Saturday, December 18
Come join us for the newest Marvel movie:  

“Spider-man: No Way Home.” 
Go to the student page for more details.

Movie Day

Winter Ski Trip
Saturday, February 5

Join us for an all-day ski trip to Winterplace Resort 
in West Virginia. Registration is open December 6th 
through January 2nd and there is a pre-trip meeting 
for all participants on January 9th. More information 
can be found on the student page.

June 20 - 25 | Gardner-Webb University
Registration will open later this spring.

Save the Date
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Re-engaging Over the Holidays
Our college students are preparing to return home on break for the holiday season. This is a great opportunity as a 
church family to re-engage with these students and create a space of  welcome.

Our first questions when students return are often focused on school: “How did exams go?” “What are your plans 
after you graduate?” “How was ___ University?” These questions are all intentional because it means you are 
asking them about their lives and trying to connect. However, not all students are in the same place, especially after 
changes to their college experience due to COVID-19, and these questions can heighten anxiety or cause a strain 
in connection. The greatest way we can serve our college class is by listening, by staying interested, and by being 
present. Here are a few ways to do that:

• Walk alongside them. The key to college ministry is walking alongside students in their journey. 
Conversation starters:  “How can we support you?” or “How can I be praying for you?” or “You are not alone.”  
or “Tell me more about that.”

• Focus your attention on the student. Rather than asking about exams or 
future plans, ask questions that are focused on who they are becoming and what 
they may be interested in. Conversation starters:  “What are you most interested in?” 
or “Are you doing anything fun this holiday?”

• Affirm what you see in them. Accept them for who and where they are. 
Affirming one another in Christ is a simple way to empower each other and  
call out gifts and strengths. Conversation starters: “You are so great at ____.” or 
“Your presence is invaluable!” or “Would you like to lead or help with ____? or  
“We are lucky you are a part of our community!”

• Encourage an adult-to-adult relationship. Each student is stepping into adulthood. Try opening the 
door to discussion and listening to their opinions and ideas. Conversation starters: “How has your time away 
challenged or grown your faith?” or “What would be most helpful from your church family?” 

Listening with empathy, meeting students where they are in their journeys, and affirming their gifts are the most 
powerful ways to welcome our college students home and minister to them as a church family. Let us join together  
in this mission as students return this month.

Caitie Jackson

Welcome Home!
 College students, we are so excited to see you this holiday! Our 
Faith Formation class will resume on Sundays beginning December 12. In addition, we have 
a few fun events planned for the season. We hope you’ll join us!

Sunday, December 12:
Saturday, December 18: 

Sunday, December 19: 
Monday, December 20: 

Sunday, January 9: 

For more information about the College Ministry, email Caitie Jackson at cjackson@providencebc.org.

Faith Formation Fellowship (refreshments available)
PJs and Christmas Movies
Faith Formation
Dinner & S’mores by the Firepit
Faith Formation Fellowship (refreshments available)
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For more information regarding Adult Discipleship contact Blake Kendrick at 704.366.4030x126 or bkendrick@providencebc.org.

Making Disciples
Providence Baptist Church will Make Disciples.  This is one of  our church’s guiding principles 
and priorities.  We provide opportunities for faith formation for all ages on Sunday mornings 
and Wednesday evenings.  

If  you’re interested in learning more about these opportunities, explore 
our church website or email Blake Kendrick.  Is God calling you to teach 
or volunteer in our Faith Formation ministry?  Email Blake today and let’s 
prayerfully discern your calling to Faith Formation leadership.

Blake Kendrick

Thursday Bible Study
11:00am

Nalley Missions Center

Coming in JanuaryAdvent Devotional
Living Well Through Advent
Practicing patience with all your heart, 

soul, strength and mind. 

Would you like 
a copy of  this 

“Living Compass” resource? 

Digital versions or printed 
copies are available.  

To request one, simply email 
Blake Kendrick.

bkendrick@providencebc.org

Wednesday, December 1 
6:15pm | Narthex

This is a quiet, reflective time that will help us focus on 
the joy and peace of  the Advent season. 

December 15, 22, 29 and January 5 
Family nights at home

Vespers

Make Disciples

Galatians & Philippians
January 13
January 20
February 3

February 10
February 24

March 3
March 10
March 24
March 31

April 7

Session 1
Session 2
Session 3
Session 4
Session 5
Session 6
Session 7
Session 8
Session 9
Session 10

Session 1
Session 2
Session 3
Session 4

April 21
April 28

May 5
May 12

Johannine Epistles

All adults are invited to join us for these  
in-depth studies. No RSVP is needed. 

Just come and learn!
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For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

I often recall moments in my life when things used to be a certain way.  I used to be skinny.  
I used to have hair.  I used to … you get the idea.  I’m sure we all have fond memories of  
how things once were, both in our own lives as well as the culture around us.  The church is 
not exempt from these recollections.  We often think about how things used to be, and that’s 
perfectly normal.  In fact, remembering our history is part of  our shared journey—we look 
back so we might look forward together.  After almost two years of  a world turned upside 
down, I can honestly say that I often dream about the good ole days.  Indeed, we could all  
add our favorite “used to” moments—things that we miss, long for, or hope to return to.   
It’s sometimes easier to live in those moments, but to do so would ignore the possibilities  
God has in store for the future.  

While COVID-19 continues to cause uncertainty and disruption in our lives, finding the  
new normal is not always easy.  We know things will get better, but we are often left feeling stuck.  I recently  
read an article that discussed a similar topic.  The author talked about the “in-between” liminal time in which  
we find ourselves.  

“Liminality is the place where we find ourselves in our present culture of worship. Ironically, it can be a time of unity 
in our shared uncertainty … the worship journey is as important as the worship destination.”  David W. Manner, 
“Ministry Matters”

As we remember all the things that we used to do before the pandemic, I invite you to come along on a new journey; 
one of  being used, too.  We don’t have to forget how things once were, but we must be willing to consider how they 
might be.  Are we willing to be used by God on this unfolding journey?  Kingdom building isn’t just what was and 
what will be … it’s so much more.  

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that 
you may not grow weary or lose heart.”  Hebrews 12:1-3, NRSV

May the peace of  Christ be with you.

Used To(o)

Timothy Hill

Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 19  
10:30am | Sanctuary

Lessons and Carols tells the story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the 
Messiah, and the birth of Jesus. The nine short Bible readings are taken from 
Genesis, the prophetic books and the Gospels, and are mingled with Christmas 
carols, hymns and choir music.  In this service, we can see the loving purposes 
of God through the windows and words of the Bible.

MUSIC MINISTRY
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Sunday, November 28
10:30am | Sanctuary

The Music Ministry 
presents this service of  music

and worship celebrating 
the hanging of  the green.

Hanging of the Green

Wednesday, December 8  
6:00pm | Rotunda Green

Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, warm coats and 
gloves, and join us for this 4th annual event. 

Enjoy hot cocoa and cookies and gather around  
as we sing Christmas carols together!  
Come celebrate the season with us!

Carols on the Lawn

Friday, December 24
10:00am 

Children, Candles and Carols

5:00pm 
Candlelight, Communion and Carols

11:30pm 
Candlelight and Communion

Christmas Eve Worship

December Sundays
9:00am  Faith Formation 

10:30am Worship

Sunday, November 28
Isaiah 2:1-5

Sunday, December 5
Philippians 1:3-11

Sunday, December 12
Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sunday, December 19
Lessons & Carols

Sunday, December 26
No Sunday School
Colossians 3:12-17

Defining Advent
Activity Center Entryway

All month long

Engage with our college 
ministry this Advent 
season by defining what 
each of the four themes 
mean to you. Beginning 
Sunday, November 
28, there will be an 
interactive display outside of the College Lounge in the 
Activity Center. Each week there will be a new question 
matching the Advent theme for the week (Hope, Peace, 
Joy, Love). Take a moment when you are at church 
throughout the week to join our college students in 
answering the following questions:

 Where do you find “Hope?”

When do you feel at “Peace?”

How do you show “Love?”

What brings you “Joy?”

 Christmas happens as we open ourselves to the 
possibility of hope, when we live in the understanding  
of peace, and when we give love. Let us practice this  

as we reflect together this Advent season.

ADVENT PLANNING



MISSIONS @ PROVIDENCE

www.providencebc.org12

ONE. FIVE. ZERO. ZERO. ZERO.
That’s how many meals Providence Baptist Church 
made—15,000 during the Rise Against Hunger 
event on November 10. Our meals will be combined 
with other volunteer efforts and distributed world-
wide to help those most in need. Once our meals 
are shipped,  we will be notified with details: where 
they are being shipped, who will be receiving them 
and, photos of the 
meals arriving at 
their destination 
(when available). 
Regardless of 
where the meals 
go, we can be 
confident we fed 
15,000 people  
who would 
otherwise be hungry. Way to go, Providence!

Rise Against Hunger
Thanks to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
things are still a bit 
different in our lives.  
But that doesn’t  
mean we can’t serve. 
For the entire month of 
February, Providence 
will host eight men 
each Saturday night. We will feed them, provide 
a warm place to stay for the night, and offer them 
compassion and care.
Room in the Inn (RITI) began more than 20 
years ago when Providence member Aubrey Arant 
worked with Urban Ministry to bring RITI to our 
congregation. And we are still doing it today. 
Thank you in advance for your home-cooked meals, 
your friendly smiles, your compassion, and your 
time as you serve our less fortunate neighbors in the 
Charlotte area through Room in the Inn. 

Room In the Inn

We had a small but mighty team of walkers on Sunday, 
November 7 for the 43rd Annual CROP 
Walk. But the size of the team certainly 
doesn’t reflect the support of the team. 
The Providence church family raised 
$12,065, which was well over our 
$10,000 goal. Thank you to all who 
walked (or gave) to battle hunger in our neighborhood. 

Charlotte CROP Walk

Bless Charlotte

Providence is partnering with Families Forward 
Charlotte to share some 
Christmas joy through its 
Angel Tree project.  
Grab an angel off the tree 
in the Crouch Fellowhip 
Hall hallway or follow the wish list links in the weekly  
NEXT STEPS email. 

NOTES: 
Drop off dates for presents are early!

Sat 12/11: 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Sun 12/12: 2:00pm - 5:00pm
Tues 12/14: 4:00pm - 7:00pm
Wed 12/15: 9:00am - 12:00pm 

Drop off location is different:
1901 Brunswick Avenue in Myers Park 
back parking lot (look for the FFC flag) 

Email Debra Wallace with questions:
Debrabwallace2241@gmail.com

Monthly Mission Collection
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10:30am – 11:30am 
Connie Andrews Prayer Group

11:30am – General Meeting
 

We are excited to welcome Carrie Christian, Executive 
Director of  Families Forward Charlotte, to be our guest 
speaker for our December meeting. As we enter into the 

Advent/Christmas season, this is a great opportunity  
to hear first-hand about this amazing mission partner. 

(It’s also a wonderful time to bring a guest!)

*Please note we will meet in the Activity Center Parlor.* 

Mary Ann Crouch will lead our prayer group  
at 10:30am. The general meeting will begin at 11:30am. 

Lunch will follow the general meeting.

Contacts:
Debra Wallace 704.614.7998
Penny Hewett 704.641.2767

Women on Mission
Tuesday, December 7

Activity Center Parlor

PBC CLT
COMING FEBRUARY 2022

We are making plans to Bless Charlotte in a BIG 
HEARTED way. Look for more details in the January 
issue of Connections when we will announce a variety 
of options for how you can get involved and help your 
neighborhood, your community, and your city.

Options for different types of service 
(family-friendly, group, adult, etc.) 
along with times and locations, 
will all be announced. 

All you have to do is choose! 

Pick a date (or two or three) and serve! 

Let’s live into our priority of “Bless Charlotte,”  
and do good together!

Bless Charlotte

The Activity Center needs 
scorekeepers for our youth 

basketball league. 
If you are free on  

Saturdays this winter,  
we can use you! 

Help Needed

The Search Committee for the Minister of 
Children and their Families, with much prayer and 
consideration, has narrowed the field of candidates 
and continues to stay on track with the timeline set 

out at the beginning of the search.  Please continue to 
pray for the candidates, their families, and this search 
committee as we let God’s work reveal itself through 

this process.  We look forward to sharing more 
information when the time is right. 

Children’s Minister Search Committee

Minister Search Update

Friendly Faces Needed
Do you have two hours during  
the week to volunteer? We are 
recruiting friendly people who can 
answer the phone, open the door, and 
man our church reception desk. 
This simple act of service allows 
our staff to focus on other tasks and 
projects. We have two hour shifts available Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday beginning at 9:00am.  
If you can offer a friendly smile, you are RIGHT  
for this job! 

Look for more information in the churchwide  
NEXT STEPS email, or contact the Church Secretary.

Dyanna Blackwell | 704.366.4030x110.

Contact Katelyn DeVane:
kdevane@providencebc.org



www.providencebc.org14

PrimeTimers’ Luncheon
Thursday, December 9

12:00pm | Crouch Fellowship Hall

Join your friends 
for this festive 
and fun lunch. 

Our preschoolers 
will entertain us 

first, followed by a 
presentation by  

Blake Kendrick. Lunch is $7 per person.
So RSVP by Friday, December 3. 

Reservation options are listed above. 

Senior Adult News
Our November PrimeTimers’ Luncheon was held 
Thursday, November 18. A group of 50 gathered for 
fellowship, lunch and entertainment provided by our own 
Encore Singers, led by Timothy Hill and Diann Clark.
The Crouch Fellowship Hall was abuzz, as we  
enjoyed a  delicious lunch and visted with one another.  
After lunch, we sat back and listened to our amazing 
Encore Singers, who sang all of our favorites.  
Thanks to all who participated!
For those of you who missed our November luncheon, 
mark your calendar for our December event on Thursday, 
December 9. Before lunch, our Weekday Education 
Ministry TK class, led by Ms. Tacola and Ms. Monnica, 
will entertain us. After a delicious lunch, our own Rev. 
Blake Kendrick will share his pictures and memories of 
the group that recently returned from Moncks Corner, 
SC and the Creche Festival held at Mepkin Abbey.
As of this writing, Covid restrictions are still in effect 
and masks are still required in the building. The cut-
off date for PrimeTimers’ luncheon reservations will be 
Friday, December 3. So be sure and follow one of the 

three methods to RSVP 
shown below. The cost 
of lunch is still only 
$7.00 a person.
Here’s how to RSVP:
1) NEXT STEPS weekly email via Realm;
2) Call the church office 704.366.4030 x110 leave your 
name(s), number attending, telephone number and event 
date (December 9);
3) Call Wilna Eury at 704.553.2615.
Your Senior Adult Committee is looking forward to 
seeing you at our December PrimeTimers’ luncheon. 
Wishing everyone Merry Christmas & Happy New Year,
Bonnie Adams, Pauline Bethea, Sylvia Case, Maxine 
Dunn, Darren Griffin, Glenn McConnell, Marlyn 
Morton, Dawn O’Neal, and Wilna Eury.

Spend some  
quiet moments  

with God and unlock  
the door to the 

power of  prayer. 

The Gordon Weekley 
Chapel will be 
open for you.

Prayer Vigil
Saturday,  December 18

8:00am – 12:00pm

Submitted by Wilna Eury
Senior Adult Committee Chair    

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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In Their Own Words
“Although my needs changed as I went from wife to caregiver to widow, my Stephen 
Minister’s love and support remained a constant. She was there at every stage of my 
journey, helping me through some of the most difficult moments of my life—so I 
could begin to heal.”

“When things seemed like too much to handle, my Stephen Minister brought 
normalcy and calm. With him by my side, I knew I could make it from one week  
to the next. I could feel God’s presence when my Stephen Minister was there.”

“Stephen Ministry showed me the face of Christ. God brought me exactly what I needed through the care  
of my Stephen Minister, and that demonstrated to me how God cares for each and every one of us.”

“I’m blessed with an amazing Stephen Minister. She’s been genuinely attentive and caring ever since she came 
alongside me. She’s kind of fearless in that way—she’ll just be there without trying to fix me or talk me out  
of my feelings as I struggle with what’s happening.”

These are just a few examples from Care Receivers about their experience with a Stephen Minister.

If you are going through a tough time in your life you may want to consider having a Stephen Minister walk 
alongside you during this time. If you would like to discuss Stephen Ministry contact Rev. Martha Haigler. 

704.608.7947 | mhaigler@providencebc.org

Submitted by Bill Griffin    

Grace Catherine Bensch
Born November 13, 2021

Daughter of  Kaitlin and 
Jonathan Bensch

Sister of  Wells

Welcome to the world, little one!

Welcome Baby
• Jim Wylie in the death of  his 

brother,  Jerome Wylie (10.24)

• Mary Capps in the death of  
her husband, Sherrill Capps 
(10.29)

• Albert Leath in the death of  his sister,  
Millie Leath Shuford (10.30)

• Carolyn Motsinger’s brother, Robert Bridgman (11.2)

In Sympathy



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is January 1, 2021.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Monday, December 13. 
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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Providence Baptist Church - 
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Christmas Eve Worship 
Friday, December 24 in the Sanctuary 
10:00am   Children, Carols and Communion 
  5:00pm    Candles, Carols and Communion 
11:30pm   Candlelight and Communion

Family Advent Dinner
Friday, December 3 at 6:00pm 
Crouch Fellowship Hall

Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 19 at 10:30am  
Sanctuary

Carols on the Lawn
Wednesday, December 8 at  6:00pm  
Rotunda Green


