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We Know Who Holds the Future

As the end of 2021 approached, 
I asked a friend: What do you 
feel like you need to hear at the 
beginning of a new year?  

She thought about it for a moment.  
“Well,” she replied, “one thing 
I don’t need to hear about is 
resolutions.  Nobody likes them 

and nobody keeps them.”  We both laughed, and then 
she thought some more.  “Honestly,” she said, “I just 
need to hear that it’ll be a good year and things are 
going to work out all right.”

I suspect that’s where most of us are here at the start of 
2022.  We need to hear—and believe—that this year 
will be a good year.  We need to hear—and believe—
that things are going to work out all right for us, for 
those we love, and for the world in 2022.  

We don’t want to be naïve, of course.  There will 
certainly be hills to climb, and valleys to traverse, 
this year.  We will suffer losses, be tested, and have to 
make the best of bad situations when they come our 
way.  Every year is like that, and 2022 will not be any 
different.  There will be highs and there will be lows. 

What my friend understood, though, is that what we 
hear tends to shape our expectations.  If you hang 
around with negative, cynical people for long enough, 
then chances are you’ll start to see the world in a 
negative, cynical light.  It works the other way, too.  
Hang around with positive, grateful people for a while 
and your worldview will likely become more positive  
and grateful.  

And that’s the thing: We don’t have to go looking for 
negative and cynical.  They have a knack for finding us.  
The same goes for fear.  Our fears don’t need pep talks 
in order to get pumped up.  They’re often the loudest 
voices in the room.  They don’t need microphones in 
order to be heard.      

Hope does.  In fact, hope needs all the help it can get.  
Mark Twain once wrote that “a lie can travel around 
the world and back again while the truth is lacing up 
its boots.”  Substitute “fear” and “hope” for “lie” and 

“truth” and you get a sense of what we’re up against.  
Speaking hopefully, or positively, or gratefully these days 
can feel like trying to whisper a secret to a friend on the 
front row of a heavy metal concert.  It takes a great deal 
of effort to be heard above the fearful din.

But God created us to be joyful, trusting creatures who 
are eager to both love and be loved.  When we are at our 
best, our lives reflect God’s intentions.  When we’re not, 
our lives look and sound just like the rest of the world 
around us.  We blend right in.  

So, for us, at the beginning of a new year—
understanding that what we hear shapes our 
expectations—we need to go ahead and decide now 
which voices we’ll listen to in 2022.  What will we 
allow to shape our expectations this year?  We do 
have some control over this.  As the apostle Paul 
writes in Philippians 4:8, “whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and 
if there is anything worthy of praise, then think about 
these things.”  Our attitudes will be shaped accordingly.  

At the same time, we also need to decide what kind of 
voices we will use in 2022.  How will others hear us 
this year?  Will we raise our voices with hope?  Will we 
speak in ways that build trust, strengthen relationships, 
spread joy, and encourage kindness?  We have some 
control over this, too.

Thinking about what my friend needs to hear, we can 
never say, for certain, that this year will be a good one 
and that everything will work out all right.  As people 
of faith, though, we can say, along with the psalmist, 
that our times are in God’s hands, and we trust that 
God loves us and that God is good.  I’ve heard some 
preachers put it this way: We don’t know what the future 
holds, but we do know Who holds the future.  

That’s a good word for us to start 2022 with, one that 
I hope we’ll repeat often—and loudly—over the next 
twelve months.  Lord knows, the world needs to hear it.  

May God’s intentions be reflected in us—and may  
the peace of Christ be with you!

Lee Canipe

My times are in  Your hands. 
          Psalm 31:15  

SENIOR PASTOR
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Minister Search Update
The Search 
Committee for 
the Minister of  
Children and 
their Families is 

deep in the process of  interviewing and narrowing 
the field of  qualified candidates.  The Committee 
knows God is leading this process and is guiding 
the conversations and direction.  The Committee 
appreciates and covets your prayers as decisions 
being made are bringing Providence closer to filling 
this vital ministry role.  Thank you very much and 
we look forward to sharing more information as God 
continues to prepare this person for our church and 
our families.
 The Search Committee for the  

Minister with Children and Their Families

Cover “Art”
The Providence ministers and staff would like to wish  
you a happy and blessed New Year! Our cover photo  
was taken during our drop-in Christmas staff luncheon, 
when most of  us were able to gather together to share 
some fellowship. These are just a few of  the folks who 
joined us. They serve the Lord (and you) well. 
1st row (L-R): Amy Shoemaker, Constance Curry, 
Chavonte Funderburke, Kristen Hendrix  2nd row: 
Debra Wallace, Caitie Jackson, Martha Haigler,  
Dane Jackson   3rd row: Dyanna Blackwell,  
Katelyn DeVane, Blake Kendrick, Shelia Mitchell-Sasser, 
Jimmy Fortos  4th row: Lee Canipe, Timothy Hill, 
Hunter Ealey, Jason Short, and Tresor Sala

The Providence church offices 
will be closed Monday,  January 3. 

Happy New Year! 

Offices  Closed

New Members
The Gambill Family
joined Providence on 
December 5. Brent and 
Tilly Gambill joined by 
transfer of membership 
from Richmond First 
Baptist Church in 
Virginia. Carter (11),  
Nora (9),and Lawson (7) 
joined by profession of faith 
and will be baptised in the 
coming days! Welcome!! 

Jim and Cathy Parrish 
joined Providence on 
December 5 by transfer 
of membership from a 
sister church in Charlotte. 
They are Cristan Parrish 
Latty’s parents and we are 
delighted they are making 
their membership official! 

We are so glad they 
are here.

The 2022 proposed Financial 
Plan for Missions  
and Ministry was 

unanimously approved during a churchwide called 
church conference on Tuesday, December 14.

Approved Financial Plan

Sunday, January 23
Be an integral part of  Providence and attend our  

Q1 Church Conference.  Additional details coming.

Q1 Conference
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, contact Kristen Hendrix at 704.366.4030x125 or khendrix@providencebc.org.

Begins Sunday, February 13 
For Grades 1 and 2 

Room 2205
What are the books of  Law? Can you 
name the four Gospels? These and 
other questions will be answered in Bible 
Buddies for children in grades 1 and 2.  
In this 6-week introductory class, children 
will have fun learning all about the Bible. 

Sign up with Kristen Hendrix.

Bible Buddies

Children’s Bible Drill
Resumes January 9 

Sundays | 4:30pm - 6:00pm
For Grades 3 - 5

Room 2232

Sunday, February 13
We are helping turn Super Bowl 
weekend into the nation’s largest 
celebration of  giving and serving.  
Join us on Sunday,  February 13, 
when we collect money  
and canned food items which  
will be distributed throughout  
our community.  
One hundred percent (100%) of  our donations will 
remain in Charlotte and will be distributed through 
Loaves and Fishes. One person can make a difference!   
It only takes $1 to buy seven pounds of  food.  

We hope you will join our team and  
help us win the fight against hunger!

Souper Bowl

Sunday, February 27
1:00pm - 5:00pm

5th graders and their families
Myers Park Methodist Church

Make your plans to join us for this special seminar 
about how God has uniquely designed every person. 
Fifth grade families will receive an email in January 

with registration information. 

Wonderfully Made

Vacation Bible School
Concrete & Cranes

June 13 - 17 | 9:00am - 12:00pm
Rising K-5th grade completed.

Join us for a week of  fun and Bible learning.

Keep an eye out for registration and volunteer 
information in the coming weeks.

PASSPORTkids
July 11-14, 2022

Greensboro, NC

For ages 3rd - 5th grades completed
Registration and $100 nonrefundable  

deposit due in January.
Check Next Steps email for link to register.

It’s Time to Begin Again
Happy New Year, Providence families! With a New Year comes resolutions and new goals that we set for ourselves 
like reducing clutter around the house, eating healthier and going to church more regularly. We can help you with 
the last one! Sunday morning Faith Formation resumes on January 9 AND we have a Faith Formation class for 
EVERY age, even babies! Our Wednesday Night Activities resume Wednesday, January 12. Fellowship dinners 
begin at 4:45pm followed by our Music (5:30pm - 6:15pm) and Missions (6:15pm - 7:00pm) classes for children 3 
years - 5th grade. Childcare is available by reservation for babies through 2-year-olds so preschool moms may attend 
MOPS (6:15pm). Come join us as we begin 2022!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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   Goodbye, 2021.  The jokes abound already. People can’t wait to see yet another year (THIS 
time - 2021) in their “rear-view mirror.”  We’re looking forward to vaccines, boosters and the 
pandemic being “over” and 2022 looks like the year.  We can’t wait to see 2021 behind us.  I 
would like to ask you a question, though . . . why should we be ecstatic to see 2021 end?  I bet 
all of  us can look back in our lives and think of  a year that was “terrible” for us.  Maybe it was a 
year a loved one died.  Maybe it was a year we lost our job.  Maybe it was an accident or incident 
in years past that changed our lives forever.  The flipping of  a calendar on January 1st didn’t 
magically heal everything that went wrong during that year.  But through all those years, through 
all those terrible moments in our lives, hasn’t Jesus Christ been with us?  
   In the midst of  our frailty, in the middle of  our worst moments, in the face of  death itself, Jesus 
Christ has been with you.  He has not been offended by our unfaithfulness. He does not turn His 
head away when our disease might disgust even the closest to us. Jesus does not shy away from us 
as we are dying.  In fact, I would propose that during the most terrible moments in our lives, Jesus Christ can be the 
closest to us.  He is always faithfully caring for us, steering us, comforting us. 
   The year 2021 may have been difficult for us in many different ways.  But as we leave this year behind, do we want 
to think of  it as just “gone,” or as Christians, is it better for us to look back at this year as a time when Christ cared 
for us in the face of  a pandemic and everything else we may have endured during this year?  I would encourage us 
to look at 2021, and all our years for that matter, not as moments in our lives to be discarded.  Our lives are filled 
with good years, bad years, and very painful years, but they are all years in which Christ cares for us. Whether they 
are years in the past, or years to come, God will always care for us as He Himself  promised, “I will never leave you 
nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).

From Ursula’s Desk

Ursula Taylor

Register SOON!
Be on the lookout for summer enrollment 

information in February.

Summer Enrollment

Monday,  January 17
We will be closed in honor of   

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Holiday Closing

Merci, Gracias
Thank you all for the generous staff 
Christmas gifts!  We appreciate your 

support and prayers for the work that we 
do here at Weekday.  Happy New Year 

and may God abundantly bless you  
and your family.

Congratulations
We have reason to celebrate!  
Lisa Overby has been an exceptional 
teacher at Providence for the last two 
decades. During that time, she has 
molded and loved our children, all while 
being a role model for our younger 
generation of  teachers. We are grateful 
for her heart, her professionalism,  
and her service to our children and  
our families. 

Crystal Williams has been a dedicated 
team member of  Weekday since 2017, 
and currently serves as the Front Office 
Assistant/Afternoon Supervisor. Crystal’s 
goal is to be a Center Director one day. 
To realize that goal, she is continuing her 
education at Central Piedmont Community 
College and has already earned her Early 
Childhood and Childhood Administration 
credentials. After completing one more 
class she will have both Preschool and 
Administration certificates, promoting her to a “Level 3” in Early 
Childhood Administration. Crystal has a 3.84 GPA and is a current 
member of  Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, all while working full-
time and being a wife and mom! Please keep her in your prayers. 
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For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 or gmulley@providencebc.org.

Sundays | 9:15am 
Wednesdays | 6:00pm

From off-brand 
cereals to knock-off 
luxury items, we 
know that anything 
of  value probably has 
a counterfeit version 
floating around out 
there. The same is true 
for our faith. Maybe copying the behaviors of  other 
believers was a great place to start your faith journey 
(we all start somewhere), but how can we move beyond 
copying Christians to actually following Jesus? How do 
we make our faith our own? The difference between 
a counterfeit faith and an authentic faith is growth 
and heart change. Join us on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights as we discover how God can use just 
about anything to help us grow a faith of  our own.

Sunday, January 9  
9:15am | Crouch Fellowship Hall

This meeting is open to parents of current and future students. 
At this meeting you will have the opportunity to:
• Hear Dane’s report on the “State of Student Ministry,” 

both in the context of Providence and the broader country.
• Hear a brief report on upcoming and past events.
• Ask questions of Dane (and of each other) that pertain 

to parenting, ministering to students and families, or 
visioning for the future.

Relationships are built and sustained by trust, honesty, and 
communication. The goal of these meetings is to create a safe space 
for conversations to happen, questions to be asked, and for our faith 
and trust in each other to be built. Let us continue to build each 
other up as partners in the faith formation of our students.

Fusion

Parent Town Hall

Winter Ski Trip
Saturday, February 5
Join us for an all-day ski trip 
to Winterplace Resort in 
West Virginia. Registration 
closes January 2nd and 
there is a pre-trip meeting 
for all participants on January 9. 

More information can be found on the student page!

June 20 - 25 | Gardner-Webb University
Registration will open later this spring.

Save the Date

Winter Youth Summit
January 14 - 16

Students from churches all across North and South 
Carolina will be at Providence Baptist for a weekend  

of  worship, breakout activities, and parties!  
Adult Volunteers are still needed for this event.  

Contact Dane or George for more details.

April 22 - 24 | Ocean Isle Beach, NC
Registration will open later this spring.

High School Beach Retreat
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Galatians and Philippians
Thursdays | 11:00am | Nalley Missions Center

January 13 
Session 1: Intro to Paul & Galatians 1 

January 20 
Session 2:  Galatians 2 & 3 

February 3 
Session 3: Galatians 4 & 5

February 10 
Session 4: Galatians 6 

February 17  
Service Project Day  

(Making sandwiches for Dilworth Soup Kitchen)

February 24  
Session 5: Intro to Philippians 

Thursday Bible Study

Throughout the Month of  December, the College Ministry has provided an option for reflection on the four 
themes of  Advent: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. Each week, a new question was posted on the window of  the 
College Lounge with an opportunity for church members and guests to answer. One of  our very own college 
students, Allison Daniels—a freshman at Clemson University—has taken time to reflect on what these Advent 
themes mean to her: 

College Ministry

Sunday, February 20 | 10:30am
Acclaimed author, teacher, and 
retreat leader Rev. Dr. L. Roger 
Owens will be joining us for 
“Deepening Faith.” Dr. Owens will 
preach in worship and then lecture 
at noon in the Crouch Fellowship 
Hall following a boxed lunch.   
More details coming soon.  

Dr. Owens is a renowned expert on 
church history, Christian spirituality, 
and leadership in local congregations.  
Copies of  his latest book, “Everyday 
Contemplative, The Way of  Prayerful 
Living,” will be available for purchase. 
Mark your calendars and plan to attend this exciting  
and meaningful Adult Discipleship event.

Deepening Faith in 2022

For more information about the Adult Discipleship Ministry, email Blake Kendrick at bkendrick@providencebc.org.

For more information about the College Ministry, email Caitie Jackson at cjackson@providencebc.org.

New Year WishesWhere do you find HOPE?
“I find hope in my friends and family who love and encourage 
no matter what. And of  course, I find hope in Jesus Christ.”
 
When do you feel at PEACE?
“I feel most at peace laying down in my warm bed after a long day.”
 
What brings you JOY?
“Driving in my car blasting my favorite songs, drinking iced 
coffee, and being around my friends brings me joy!”
 
How do you show LOVE?
“Showing love can be hard, but I think I show love by listening 
intentionally to others and by complimenting people as much 
as possible.”

Make Disciples

Members of our College Class wish you a Happy New Year!
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For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

The dawn of  another year brings new possibilities and challenges.  As I look back on the 
constant changes from the past 2 years, I lean into 2022 with hope.  I continue to have this hope 
because of  my faith in God and people.  I choose to believe in the good this world offers—a 
glorious reflection of  God’s goodness—and that compels me to press on.  It’s hard to believe 
that, over the course of  the pandemic, singing became a dangerous activity.  At first, we stopped 
singing all together—we needed to ensure the safety of  choir members and worshipers.   
Then, slowly, we began to find ways to share songs again.  Overcoming the difficulties of  
singing while masked, choir members and worshipers continue to find ways to lift voices in 
praise and adoration.  These challenges reminded me of  just how important it is to sing.   

In 2017, I wrote about singing, and it seems appropriate to share those thoughts again.

So, why do we sing?  The question seems simple, but too often in our society singing is becoming something  
that others do—often relegated as entertainment … for our listening pleasure.  In his book “The Singing Thing,” 
John Bell points out 10 reasons why we sing.  As you read them, reflect on how you also view singing—especially for 
purposes of  worship.

1. Because we can.  Singing is natural—you are the instrument! 
2. To create identity.  Are there songs that you sing that express who you are or where you’re from?  How much 

greater are these moments when done together?
3. To express emotion.  From our deepest sorrows to our greatest triumphs, singing together can lift our hearts.
4. To express words.  Try speaking the words to “Happy Birthday” at a party without singing—let me know how  

that goes.  
5. To revisit the past.  Ever heard one of  your old favorites on the radio?  Do you recall the first time you heard it?  

Singing can take us back and help us remember.
6. To tell stories.  Think of  what you know about the birth of  Christ.  How much did you learn from singing 

Christmas carols?
7. To shape the future.  What we sing helps us learn and grow.  Singing is not a neutral exercise—it affects the mind! 
8. To enable work.  Many cultures have examples of  singing together while working.  The rhythmic movement can 

strengthen and enhance the group.  
9. To exercise our creativity.  Each time we sing, something new and wonderful is happening.  Creativity is at work  

in every singer.
10. To give of ourselves.  Each voice raised together in song contributes to the unique moment.  We become a part  

of  something greater.

Bell goes on to list an 11th reason: To obey a command.  Whimsically he writes, “Moses didn’t have enough room on 
the stone tablets to engrave the final one, so God had to wait until David came along and let the forgotten decree be 
heard: ‘Sing a new song!’”  I believe God created us to be a singing people.  Something special is happening when 
we join our voices together.  Now, there are obviously reasons many give as to why they do not sing; however,  
I think the good outweighs the bad.  

As we enter this new year together, may we continue to find ways to sing and make music together.  

Soli Deo Gloria!

The Gift of Singing

Timothy Hill

MUSIC MINISTRY
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We are grateful for those who are choosing 
to serve Providence in a leadership capacity 
this coming year. Many thanks for your 
time, effort, energy, and wisdom!

Church Moderator: Hunter Cook
Moderator Elect:  Rita Stanley
Deacon Chair: Bunnie Walker
Deacon Chair Elect: Stacy Mercer
Church Clerk: Linda McConnell
Sunday School Director: David Price
WMU Co-Directors: 
      Penny Hewett & Debra Wallace
Librarian: Wilna Eury

2022 Committee Chairs
Activities: TBD 
Children’s Ministry: David Eskew
Endowment: Vivian Carroll
Finance: Jamie Pittman
Grounds: TBD
Missions: Caroline Cuellar
Music: Zach Hall
Nominating: Natalie Lodato
Personnel: Tom Philson
Property: Stan Howell
Senior Adult: Marlyn Morton
Stewardship Co-Chairs:
      Catherine Trahan & McLean McGarry
Student: Mary Bonheimer
Weekday Education: TBD

The Providence Endowment Committee 
will soon be accepting Endowment Grant Requests.   
Requests should be made in writing using the Grant 

Request Forms available in the church office.  
The Endowment Committee will meet  

to determine which requests  
will be approved for 2022. 

Have you seen a need at Providence? 
Make a request and help us address it!

2022 LeadershipEndowment Requests

If you or a loved one are 
hospitalized or are in need of 
prayer, please contact Martha 
Haigler at 704.366.4030x112. 
Martha cares for our Providence 

community by scheduling visits, notifying deacons and 
praying with those who are hurting. But if you don’t 
tell us of your need, we won’t know!  Because of HIPPA 
regulations, hospitals are not allowed to inform us of 
personal situations. Please call Martha so we can help!

Church Notifications

Providence has been hosting two families from 
Afghanistan (two brothers and their families) since mid-
October. Catholic Charities has been charged with their 
resettlement, while Providence has been offering support 
and hospitality through the leadership of Rita Stanley, a 
team of deacons, and Providence staff.  Catholic Charities 
has just found permanent housing for the two families, 
who are scheduled to move before Christmas.  This is a 
true blessing for them and the start of their next adventure. 
Many thanks to Rita and her team of dedicated deacons 
who worked to ensure Christian love was shown to these 
families as they entered our country.  Thanks as well to all 
the Providence members who supported this hospitality 
ministry with prayers and donations. We hope that the 
friendships that have developed over the last two months 
will continue well into the future.

Refugee Update
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Saturday,  January 29
8:00am - 12:00pm

Gordon Weekley Chapel

Spend some quiet moments with God.  
The deacons will offer a meditation guide  

or you can just sit quietly and pray.

Prayer Vigil

Sanctuary @ 10:30am 
January 2

No Faith Formation - Communion 
Psalm 147:12 - 20

January 9
Deacon Ordination 
Matthew 2:1 - 12

January 16
CBF Youth Summit Sunday

January 23
1 Corinthians 12:12 - 31a

January 30
Jeremiah 1:4 - 10

Sunday Worship

Deacon Ordination
Sunday, January 9 

10:30am

Newly elected deacons will be ordained during 
worship. Come bless these servant leaders as they 

embark on this journey of faith and action.

January 12
Grilled Chicken Sandwich 

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit and Dessert

January 19
Ham, Broccoli and Cheese Quiche

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit and Dessert

January 26
Baked Ziti with Chicken

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit and Dessert

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
Your dinner donations help us offset the cost  

for food. Use “text to pay,” the QR code,  
or drop cash in the collection box. 

Wednesday Night Meals
Remember, Providence missions 
partner Dahlia Grove will be treating 
us to a delicious meal Wednesdays  
this January! 

So give yourself  a night “off” and join us for dinner in 
the Crouch Fellowship Hall from 4:45pm - 6:00pm.

Resumes Wednesday, January 12
6:15pm | Narthex

Have you experienced Providence’s  Midweek Vespers 
service?  Midweek Vespers creates and holds space for 
us to breathe, rest, and lean into the promises found in 

God’s Word and at God’s table.   
Come and be nourished in mind, body, 
and spirit.  Bring your questions, your 

grief, your desire for wholeness and rest.  
Come and learn how prayer can sustain 

your lifelong commitment to Christ.    

Vespers

Make Disciples

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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Mission Collection
Help us Bless Charlotte and our 

missions partner Families Forward 
Charlotte by donating school supplies.   
Those pencils and crayons don’t last 

forever!  So, let’s help our friends  
get the new semester started 

with fresh supplies.

Bring your donation to the collection area in the  
hallway leading to the Crouch Fellowship Hall. 

This February, Providence is going to LOVE on Charlotte. We have chosen February (the “love” 
month) to Bless Charlotte in a HUGE way. Look for opportunities throughout the month to be 
involved, to offer your gift of  time and talents, and to really make a difference in your hometown. 
Here are some of  the proposed events:
 
• February 2 – Packing/sorting event by Student Ministry/Dane 
• Saturday(s) February 5, 12, 19, and 26 – Room In The Inn – 3:00pm-8:00am (following day)
• Sunday, February 13th – Super Bowl of  Caring event by Children’s Ministry/Kristen
• Thursday, February 17th – Making sandwiches for The Dilworth Soup Kitchen by Adult Bible Study/Blake
• All Month Long (23rd deadline) – Bread Day by Bread baking Ministry/Blake
• All Month Long – local missions agency collection event by Women on Mission/Debra Wallace
• All Month Long – Making cards for Senior adults by Weekday Ministry/Ursula
• All Month Long – Video of  Children’s Choirs to share with local nursing homes/Debra Wallace

PBC CLT

Women on Mission
Tuesday, January 11

Activity Center Parlor

10:30am Connie Andrews Prayer Group 
11:30am General Meeting 

12:30pm Lunch

       * Mission Cafe: Hands on Mission Action Project

We are fortunate to have re-scheduled Becky Starnes 
for our January meeting since we had to cancel 

in November.  Join us as we welcome her back to 
Providence and learn of her work with the  

Children’s Home Society of NC.  

*Note the addition to our schedule of the “Mission 
Cafe”.  Each month we will have a hands on project 
that can be completed in the hour, so if you are not 

involved with the prayer group, come on at 10:30am 
and let’s put our hands to work.

Contacts:
Debra Wallace 704.614.7998 
Penny Hewitt 704.641.2767

Bless Charlotte

Bless Charlotte
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Welcome 2022! The Covid restrictions did not keep our 
seniors idle in 2021. We enjoyed a variety of outings. In 
April, our seniors met at the Gazebo, taking a walk around 
our campus and enjoying a Chick-Fil-A lunch. In May, our 
group visited the McGill Rose Garden and enjoyed lunch 
outdoors surrounded by the beautiful flowers. July found 
us gathering in the Nalley Missions Center for our annual 
“Bingo” gathering. Lots of fun, fellowship, and prizes. 
Our luncheon program resumed in September and 
we enjoyed Diann Clark playing our favorite hymns. 
(She surprised us by inviting Lowell Dotson and Tim 
Hill to sing. What a treat.) In October, Noel Freidline 
brought the piano to life with a great musical program. 
Our own Encore Singers entertained us in November. 
And our Weekday TK 4 class sang Christmas songs for 
us in December. Then Blake Kendrick shared a video 
presentation that showed the fellowship and fun our 
group of 31 experienced on our two-night SC Lowcountry 
ADVENTure trip to Mepkin Abbey and Charleston, SC.
Your Senior Adult Committee has already started 

planning entertainment for our PrimeTimers’ monthly 
luncheons and senior day trips. If you missed out on any 
of our 2021 outings or luncheons, be sure to watch the 
Providence monthly newsletter Connections or the weekly 
Next Steps emails for sign up information. All PrimeTimers’ 
events and trips are open to anyone over the age of 50. If 
you can join AARP at 50, why not get involved with our 
PrimeTimers? The group enjoys fellowship, good food and 
entertainment at the monthly meetings. The committee 
also offers day and overnight trips that are filled with fun 
and fellowship.
Wishing everyone a Happy New Year of good health  
and prosperity. Come join the PrimeTimers for a year  
of fellowship and fun.

A Year in Review

Submitted by Wilna Eury, Senior Adult Committee Chair

Thursday, January 20
12:00pm | Crouch Fellowship Hall

$7.00 per person

Our guest speaker will 
be Kevin Kendrick, 
retired FBI Special 
Agent in Charge / 
Charlotte Division. Hear 
how a young man from 
Detroit found his way to 
Charlotte, serving in the 
FBI for 25 years. 

RSVP through of the following ways:
1) Realm via the Next Steps weekly email.
2) Call Church Secretary Dyanna 
Blackwell at 704.366.4030x110 and leave 
your name, number attending, telephone 
number and event date.
3) Call Wilna Eury at 704.553.2615.

PrimeTimers’ Luncheon
In December, we said good-bye to three 

members who rotated off the Senior Adult 
Committee after serving a three year term: 

THANK YOU 
Bonnie Adams, Maxine Dunn,  

and Dawn O’Neal

WELCOME
Introducing the 2022 Senior Adult Committee: 

Pauline Bethea
Sylvia Case

Cindy Coltrane
Wilna Eury

Mike Freeland
Darren Griffin

Glenn McConnell
Kate Marshall

Marlyn Morton - Chair

Senior Adult Committee

Deadline is Sunday,  January 14.
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Activity Center Hours
Need to work out? Lift weights?  

Blow off some steam on the court?  
We’ve got the time AND the place  

for you. See the Activity Center  
schedule below and join us!

(The current Activity Center Hours are set to 
accommodate Youth Basketball Season.  
In early spring these times will change.)

 
Walking Track 

Monday 12:00pm-9:00pm 
Tuesday 12:00pm-9:00pm 

Wednesday 12:00pm-5:00pm 
Thursday 12:00pm-9:00pm  

Friday 3:00pm-9:00pm 
 

Open Gym 
Monday 12pm-3:30pm 
Tuesday 12pm-4:30pm 

Wednesday 12:00pm-3:00pm 
Thursday 12pm-4:30pm 

Friday closed 
 

Weight Room 
Monday 12:00pm-9:00pm 
Tuesday 12:00pm-9:00pm 

Wednesday 12:00pm-5:00pm
Thursday 12:00pm-9:00pm 

Friday 3:00pm-9:00pm

Look for Tiny Tots Basketball this February!  
“Tiny Tots” basketball camp will take place every 

Wednesday in February from 4:00pm - 5:00pm in the 
Providence Activity Center. Children 4-5 years old are 
invited to have fun and learn the basics of basketball. 

Check out upcoming Next Steps weekly emails 
for registration information! 

Tiny Tots

The Providence Activity Center is following “best 
practices” from our health officials. We are asking 

everyone in the building  
to wear a mask at all times. 

Thank you for keeping each 
other healthy!

Masks Required

Engage 
Cotswold

Coach Bobby Jones prepares his U6 team  
for his upcoming January season opener. 

After taking the 2020-2021 season off, 
Providence Youth Basketball is back at it.  

The Activity Center is operating at capacity 
for the season with 23 teams! We are still 

following league, local, and state guidance  
for safety practices regarding Covid-19. 

We are so excited for games to start back and the 
opportunity to fellowship with all our friends and  

neighbors during this basketball season. 

Basketball Update

Engage 
Cotswold

For more information regarding the Activities Ministry contact Katelyn DeVane at 704.366.4030x103 or kdevane@providencebc.org.

ACTIVITY CENTER LIFE
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Providence Progress
In September, 2021, the Providence Property Committee adopted a Facilities Master Upkeep Plan to guide work 
on deferred maintenance over the next five years.  Deferred maintenance is an issue all churches must face—
proactively or reactively.  Fortunately, the Property Committee has chosen a proactive approach to getting our 
church’s deferred maintenance addressed so all issues are identified and rectified, and fewer issues become critical.  

Work is under way implementing the plan, as you may have already noticed around campus.  Lighting 
improvements are taking place inside and outside of  the Church, Chapel, Sanctuary, and campus.  Water mitigation 
work is in progress to halt further damage to the Lowell Dotson Music Suite.  Restrooms on the second floor are 
undergoing renovations.  These are just a few examples of  improvements necessary to carry out the ministries and 
missions of  Providence Baptist Church.  

In early 2022, the Property Committee will host an information gathering for church members to learn more about 
the Master Upkeep Plan—details coming soon.  Living out our Providence Will necessitates properly maintaining 
our infrastructure including buildings, grounds, vehicles, equipment, and technology.  While much of  it may never 
be seen, the impact of  a successful Facilities Master Upkeep Plan will certainly be experienced.

We have a new Maintenance 
Technician at Providence! 
Welcome, Hunter Ealey! 
Hunter lives in the Mount 
Holly area and has proven 
himself  to be very handy.  
He grew up on a farm and 
learned the tricks of  the trade 
from his father, who taught him  
all he knows about tools.  
He’s personable with a ready 

smile, and has rounded out our maintenance team nicely, 
ensuring the Providence Campus is shipshape!

Staff Update

Submitted by Carson Dean, Director of Church Operations

On Second Thought
Every Monday morning,  
Lee Canipe sends a sermon
“follow up.” The timely email 
arrives in your inbox with a 
question, a challenge, or a point 
to ponder based on the previous 
day’s sermon. Think of  it as 
a step further in your ongoing 
conversation with God. 
Want to give it a try? Subscribe by emailing
connections@providencebc.org and ask for  
“On Second Thought.”

Resurfaced Walking TrailMusic Suite Water RepairsChapel LightingChapel Lighting
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• Ryan Beaver’s father, Yorke Beaver (12.7)

• Mark Daniels’ father,  
Joseph “Joe” Edward Daniels (12.13)

• Debra Motsinger’s mother, Valeria Strum (12.14)

• Kathy Parker’s father, Phillip Anderson (12.11)

Sympathy for Loss
Our hearts are united in sympathy and compassion, as 
we pray for those who have recently experienced loss.

Might You Become A Stephen Minister? Stephen 
Ministers are members of  Providence who have 
answered God’s call to serve others in a caring manner. 
You will go through training to prepare yourself  for 
providing Christian care to individuals experiencing 
a crisis or challenge such as grief, loss of  job, divorce, 
hospitalization, terminal illness, relocation, or loneliness. 
Topics of  the training include (but are not limited to) 
confidentiality, listening skills, feelings, assertiveness and 
ministering to people in specific situations. 
What steps do YOU take to become a Stephen Minister?
1. Pray, seeking God’s Will in your life.
2. Request an application from Martha Haigler.
3. You will be scheduled for an interview with Stephen 

Ministry Leadership.
4. If  selected, you will attend training classes.
5. Attend two retreats (dates TBD). 
Generally training begins with a retreat and ends with 
a retreat. Stephen Ministers are commissioned by the 
congregation. During this time a covenant between the 
Stephen Minister and the congregation will be read 
and signed.
Stephen Ministers are generally assigned one care 
receiver by the Stephen Leaders. You will be expected

to dedicate about an hour a 
week to your care receiver. 
This caring relationship will 
last for as long as the care 
receiver needs.
Stephen Ministers meet twice 
a month for supervision and 
continuing education with other Stephen Ministers and 
Stephen Leaders. A Stephen Minister is held to a high 
level of  confidentiality and trust with respect to his or 
her care receiver, as well as the care receivers of  other 
Stephen Ministers during supervision. No names of  care 
receivers are ever discussed or shared with others.  
Stephen Ministers initially commit to two years of  
service, but after those years many recommit to serve.
Stephen Leaders continually recruit and select laypeople 
from the congregation to serve as Stephen Ministers. 
There are opportunities for members of  Providence to 
put their gifts and talents to work, blessing our church 
family and our community. Being a Stephen Minister 
may be one of  the most rewarding opportunities you will 
ever embrace. We pray that you will consider being a 
part of  this one-on-one ministry. 

Submitted by Bill Griffin, Stephen Leader

What About You?

Grace Catherine Bensch
Born November 13, 2021

Daughter of  Kaitlin and Jonathan Bensch
Sister of  Wells

Howard “Ward” Clifton Hastings
Born November 19, 2021 (12:07am)
Son of  Jessica and William Hastings

Brother of  Hadley and Liam

Isaac “Zeke” James Shoemaker
Born December 10, 2021

Son of  Taylor and Charlie Shoemaker
Brother of  Immie

Grandson of  Amy and Jim Shoemaker

Welcome, Babies!



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is February 1, 2022.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Friday, January 14th. 
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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“LIKE US” on FACEBOOK! 
Providence Baptist Church - 
Charlotte, NC

“FOLLOW US” ON TWITTER
@pbccommunity

Check Out Our Website!
www.providencebc.org

Women on Mission
Tuesday, January 11 at 11:30am 
Activity Center Parlor

Deacon Ordination 
Sunday, January 9 at 10:30am 
Sanctuary

PrimeTimers Luncheon
Thursday, January 20 at 12:00pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall

Prayer Vigil
Saturday, January 29 from 8:00am - 12:00pm 
Gordon Weekley Chapel


