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Slow, Steady and Hopeful

A few weeks ago, I was part of an 
email conversation with several 
fellow Cooperative Baptist (CBF) 
pastors.  We were discussing—
shocker—how things are going 
in our respective churches as our 
dormant ministry programs slowly 
reboot.  Across the board, it seems 
that our peers are experiencing 
much the same thing we are here 

at Providence: On Sunday mornings, we see about 
half the number of people as we did pre-pandemic; on 
Wednesday evenings, it’s more like a quarter.  
This isn’t where we’d like to be—and, I don’t believe 
that this is where we will be—but, for now, it’s where 
we are.  Until all our children can be immunized, and 
the threat of Covid-19 infection recedes to the point 
where people of all ages can once again feel comfortable 
being together, in large groups, in public, we are likely 
to remain on this achingly-slow, but steadily-upward, 
trajectory for a while longer.
One of my colleagues, who pastors a church in Florida, 
describes it as a process of “trickling up.”  
I like that.  Trickling up.  The phrase not only captures 
the reality of what’s going on, but it also reflects the 
encouraging fact that the trend here at Providence is, 
indeed, headed in the right direction.  
The thing about trickling up, though, is that it happens 
at a, well, trickling pace.  It’s not leaps and bounds.   
It’s dribs and drabs—the kind of gradual, incremental 
growth that makes investors, bankers, and economists 
restless.  Farmers, on the other hand, are familiar with 
the rhythm of slow, steady growth.  They know from 
their own experience that trickling up is the way that 
God most naturally works in our world.  
Jesus wasn’t a farmer, but he often used agricultural 
illustrations to teach his disciples about the kingdom of 
God.  In Mark 4, for example, he tells a parable about 
a farmer who scatters seed on the ground.  He gets up 
every morning, goes to bed every night—and, gradually, 
over time, day by day, he notices the seeds beginning to 
sprout.  Crucially, says Jesus, this farmer “does not know 
how” it happens (v. 27).  He only knows that it does.  
“The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full grain in the head” (v. 28).

It’s a mystery how God transforms those tiny, scattered 
seeds into big, hearty stalks of grain.  So much of the 
early growth occurs beneath the surface, as the seeds’ 
fragile roots dig into the soil and begin to spread out.  
It’s imperceptible to the farmer who goes out in the field 
each day to look for signs of growth.  He may, initially, 
be convinced that nothing’s happening.  But it is—and, 
eventually, says Jesus, the farmer sees, and marvels at, 
what God has made possible.
This, Jesus tells us, is how God grows things.  
Slowly.  Imperceptibly.  With great care, patience, 
and tenacity.  In this parable, at least, it sounds like 
kingdom growth is the kind of growth that trickles  
up subtly, rather than suddenly.  
Which is where we are at Providence as we head into 
November.  This time last year, we were worshipping 
virtually and doing all of our faith formation online.  
The Activity Center was closed, and our community 
sports leagues put on hold.  Only our Weekday 
Education Ministry was keeping anything close to 
resembling a normal schedule.  
A year later, our church campus is lively again.  More 
and more of us are gathering on Sunday mornings, 
Wednesday evenings, and for special events throughout 
the week.  Those numbers will grow as vaccines become 
available for our youngest children.  The Activity Center 
is open on a regular basis, and in October we were able 
to offer soccer for young children in our church and 
community.  Weekday continues to do great work under 
tough circumstances.  
This is progress.  To paraphrase an old preacher’s cliché: 
We’re not where we want to be, and we’re not where 
we’re gonna be—but thank the Lord that we’re not 
where we used to be!  We are trickling up, following what 
Jesus himself tells us is the most reliable, natural pattern 
of kingdom growth: Slow, steady, and—perhaps most 
importantly of all—hopeful.  
As a community of faith, we have many reasons for 
gratitude this November—many reasons to be thankful, 
both for God’s goodness to us, and for the goodness  
that God has shared with others through us this year.  
Let us, then, continue trickling up, so that, with the 
Holy Spirit’s help, we might become the church that 
Jesus wants us to be.
May the peace of Christ be with you!

Lee Canipe

“. . . and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.”  Mark 4:27
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Answering the Call

Please continue to tithe faithfully. 
Consider scheduling your giving directly through 

your bank, saving us processing fees. 

See all your giving options 
when you visit our website: 

providencebc.org/why-give

Coming Together 2022
Providence is “Coming Together” 
again.  We are now in the season 
of stewardship commitment for our 
2022 financial plan for missions  
and ministry.  
Providence members have been 
faithful in their stewardship in 
2021—Cultivating Generosity, 

Making Disciples, Engaging Cotswold, 
Blessing Charlotte, and Sending Apostles. 
Will you continue to support the missions and 
ministries of Providence in 2022? If you have 
not made your commitment for the coming year, 
please do so. 

Submitted by Sheila Winborne and Jonathan Bensch
Stewardship Committee Co-Chairs

4 Ways to Give
1.) Set up online giving

2.) Text “Providencebc” to: 732563 
3.) Mail a check

4921 Randolph Rd, Charlotte 28211
4.) Drop a check 
in the offering plate

Over the summer, Providence was approached about an opportunity to offer temporary housing for Afghan refugees 
resettling in Charlotte.  After careful consideration and discussion among the deacons and our staff, we agreed to host 
one family to better understand what providing temporary housing really means and the commitment it requires.  
A group of  deacons formed a volunteer team to prepare for the arrival of  our family and began to consider what 
might be needed and to get prepared.  We were connected to Catholic Charities and Carolina Refugee Resettlement 
Agency, two agencies in Charlotte that are working tirelessly to assist refugees in resettling.  
After weeks of  anticipation, our family arrived in Charlotte on Monday, October 18 and two days later were 
moved into the Nalley Missions Center, their new temporary home. Meet Sayed (husband), Sakina (wife), Zabiullah 
(son, 6), Alia (daughter, 4), and Naquibiullah (son, 2). We know this family flew from Afghanistan (we assume on a 
military transport) to Washington, DC, then transported to a military base where they were vaccinated and isolated 
for several weeks, then on to Charlotte.  Sayed speaks a little English, Sakina reads English, and the children have 
such beautiful smiles and sparkling eyes; that seems to be all the communication they need right now.  As you might 
imagine, this is not an easy transition, and they need time to settle in, and get their legs beneath them again. 
Their stay is considered temporary, but could easily last through the calendar year.  Rita Stanley is the contact 
person for the Providence outreach efforts.  Several church members have gone to work immediately, preparing 
for their arrival, providing transportation, and making numerous phone calls to help with immediate needs. Many 
church members have offered help, clothes, food, etc., which is greatly appreciated. However, as Rita has gotten to 
know the family, and learned more about their needs, she realizes she needs an army of  volunteers who are willing 
to transport the family (at least the adults) to appointments, classes, shopping, etc. Rita is working on a calendar 
of  needs and a way to manage the expected and unexpected needs.  She has an email list set up for volunteers to 
coordinate and communicate needs as they arise. If  you’d like to be added to the list of  volunteers, please contact 
her at 1passion8life@gmail.com. 
Our goal in hosting this family is to offer kindness, love, and hospitality, and to welcome this family for who they 
are. Cultural differences and language barriers are real, but isn’t this exactly what Jesus meant when he asked us to, 
“welcome the stranger”? Keep watch on the churchwide Next Steps email for specific ways you can appropriately help!

Cultivate 
Generosity

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”   Matthew 25:35

Giving Faithfully
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, visit the website at www.providencebc.org/cherish-the-gift.

Children’s Bible Drill
Every Sunday

Beginning November 14
5:00pm – 6:30pm

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it!”

(Proverbs 22:6) 

Let’s teach our children well.

Bible Drill is for  
children in grades 3 - 5.

RSVP to Kristen Hendrix 
by November 10.

Children’s CROP Walk
Wednesday, November 3

6:15pm | Aubrey Arant Fields

All of our RA’s and GA’s in grades 1 - 5 are invited 
to participate in this year’s CROP Walk.

 
Please ask your friends and 

neighbors to support your walk 
so that we can raise money to 

feed our hungry neighbors.
 

Remember: Bring your money 
to the walk on November 3.

Rise Against Hunger
Wednesday, November 10

6:00pm | Activity Center

Children (grades 1 - 5) and their parents are invited  
to participate together in this intergenerational  

service project! Children will go to music at 5:30pm  
and end early so that they can be in the Activity Center  
by 6:00pm. Children will attend “Rise Against Hunger” 

with their parents.  
(No meeting for GA’s and RA’s.)

 
Preschoolers (3s - Kindergarten)  

will follow their regular  
Wednesday night schedule:
5:30pm - 6:15pm | Music

6:15pm - 7:00pm | Mission Friends

Children in grades 3 - 5 are 
invited to become worship 

leaders and serve as Acolytes 
and Bible Bearers for our 
Sunday worship service.  

(Training is required  
prior to serving.)

Contact Kristen Hendrix to schedule training  
and to sign up.

khendrix@providencebc.org

Acolytes and Bible Bearers

Mothers of Preschoolers
Wednesdays

6:15pm

Email Emma Sueling with questions: 
emmasueling@gmail.com

All mothers need love and support. 
We’ve got a group just for you! Join us every 

Wednesday in the Activity Center Parlor 
for this special time of fellowship.

Babies’ 1st Christmas
Sunday, December 5

9:15am

RSVP deadline is December 1. 
More info available soon.

Babies born in 2021 (and their parents) 
are invited to this special event. 



WEEKDAY EDUCATION MINISTRY

 CONNECTIONS 5

For more information about the Weekday Education Ministry, visit the website at www.providencebaptistweekday.org.

Did you know that there are 17 countries around the world that celebrate gratitude in a way 
similar to how the United States celebrates Thanksgiving? It’s true! In China, Chung Chiu  
is celebrated and in Vietnam, Têt-Trung-Thu, both commemorating the fall harvest  
where families gather to share food, signify unity and peace, and to honor their families.  
In Germany, Erntedank is celebrated by some religious groups and farmland cultures  
to honor their harvest and give thanks.
This time of year presents a great opportunity for parents and caregivers alike to incorporate 
gratitude into our daily lives. In fact, practicing gratitude can have positive health benefits! 
When we feel or practice gratitude, something special happens to the brain. Specifically, it 
produces more oxytocin, the hormone associated with bonding. This hormone makes us feel 
warm and fuzzy inside! From a young age, children are learning about gratitude from simply hearing “thank you,” 
to being the beneficiary of birthday gifts or holiday presents.  According to “Zero to Three:” 

Fostering feelings of gratitude can transform our outlook on life and help us focus more on the good, than on the negative, news in our 
lives. But like anything else, gratitude requires practice. Sharing appreciations when we feel them and actively looking for things that 
make us happy can “retrain” our brains toward these attitudes of gratitude. Being grateful offers a new perspective, one that will help  
you see the best in children, and the world, and will teach them to do the same.

Why not teach your child how to practice generosity? Here are some easy conversation ideas to help you do just that:

Giving Thanks and the Science of Gratitude

Friday, November 5th 
We are helping to end hunger one step at a time by being a part of the 

Providence Charlotte CROP Walk team.  All of our children (infants - TK) 
will participate. The event is outside, so all families are invited to attend.  

Monetary donations will be accepted 11/1 - 11/5.   
(Drop donations in the designated box in the Weekday Ministry lobby.)

The Charlotte CROP Walk supports grassroots, hunger-fighting efforts of Church World 
Service in 35 countries across the globe as well as local hunger and poverty fighting programs 

in the Charlotte community.  Through partnerships with local and international agencies, 
CROP Walk funds help people here in our community and around the world who struggle  

with poverty and hunger on a daily basis.

Weekday CROP Hunger Walk

Ursula Taylor

Holiday Closure
We will  be closed: 

November 24
Preschool @ 12:00pm  
Full Care @ 1:00pm

We will return 
Monday, 

November 29.

Conversation Ideas for Children:
• Name something that you are grateful for or something that made you smile today.
• Can you think of someone to whom you would like to write a thank you note? For what?
• How can we remind ourselves to be happy for the good things already in our lives?
• Discuss how we can feel grateful in our hearts, show gratitude with our hands, and remember moments or 

memories of feeling grateful or thankful in our heads (thinking/remembering).
• Heart:  Draw a picture of someone who you are grateful/thankful for and hold in your heart.
• Hands:  Draw a picture of something you can do to show your gratitude to a place or person. Be helpful, clean 

up, hug, taking care of nature (recycle / throw away trash).
• Head:  Draw a picture of something you remember or think about that makes you feel calm, happy, or joyful. 

Memory of a place you visited, or something you did together as a family.
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All Saints’ Day
“So then, with endurance, let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we have such a 
great cloud of witnesses surrounding us.”  Hebrews 12:1

There are times when I’m down and wonder if I’ll ever make a difference in the world with 
the way I practice my faith. I often wonder if it’s ever really worth it and I begin to question 
if I’m the only one who ever thinks these things. I also find myself looking for inspiration. 
There are just times where I want to see how this life has been lived and has played out for 
others. All Saints’ Day, observed each year on (or near) November 1, is an opportunity to 
look back at the saints of our faith and celebrate their lives.

All Saints’ Day is a time to look back at saints of old as well as modern saints, remember 
them, and be inspired by them. I love this verse in Hebrews 12; it talks about being 
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. I often think of saints of our faith in this way. I see 

a cloud of them, those who have inspired me, trudged the grounds of faith before me, and devoted their whole lives 
to the way of Jesus. I see this cloud surrounding other people of faith and inspiring them and encouraging them to 
continue on with their work and journey.

A saint in your life might be that Faith Formation teacher who helped show you faith in a different way, or a 
grandparent who always took the time to show you the love of our God. I hope, no matter who your saints are, you 
will take time on this day and remember those who have gone on before you, and have made a difference in your 
life and in the life of our faith.

For more information about the Student Ministry, email George Mulley at gmulley@providencebc.org.

Dane Jackson

Fusion

Join us on 
Sundays and Wednesdays 

for a new series called “In Charge.”

This new series 
will challenge us on how 
we think about authority.

Sundays and WednesdaysAll Month Long
4:00pm

Contact Dane to hang out after 
school and enjoy a treat together!  

Sign-Up required!
Go to the website for details.

Driveway Hangouts High School Retreat
November 19-21

Awanita

Enjoy a weekend of  fellowship, 
music, and retreat. 

Registration is open. 
All high school students 

are invited to attend.
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For more information about the College Ministry, email Caitie Jackson at cjackson@providencebc.org.

We are nearing the end of  fall semester and families are preparing to reunite after a season 
apart. For many parents, this is your first holiday and home visit since your student began 
their studies at school. As Thanksgiving nears, to-do lists are growing as you dust the shelves 
in their empty room and go grocery shopping.  As you prepare for their return, remember to 
also prepare space for the things they’ll be bringing home with them. Am I talking about Dirty 
laundry?... that’s a given! But I am also talking about new doubts, new beliefs, new identities, 
new freedoms, and new wounds.  Here are two ways to ease into new rhythms and realities:

1. Set new house rules by communicating in 

advance about curfew, boundaries with significant 
others, help around the house, and expectations around family schedules 
and holiday plans.
2. Leave room within conversations for your student to express themselves 
and work through these changes. Create a space where they feel 
comfortable sharing and feel heard by avoiding correcting or talking over 
them. Have your student set boundaries by asking if  they’d like advice or 
for you to just listen. Ask them intentional and open-ended questions to let 
them know you care about what they are working through.

Caitie Jackson

National Coffee Day
We celebrated National Coffee Day (September 29) by offering 
to treat our college students to a coffee from their church family!

It was so fun to receive photos and messages as students 
grabbed a coffee from at least seven different universities 
throughout the day.

College Parents

College Parent Gathering
Wednesday, November 17 
6:00pm | College Lounge

*Be on the lookout for College 
Student Ministry events over 

December Holiday break in emails, 
announcements, and in the  

December Connections.

College Care Packages
In October, our students received care packages from Providence, full of goodies, snacks, and necessities. 
Here are a few photos and messages we received in response:

“You all make me feel loved!”

“Thank you so much; the notes were so sweet. I will look 
forward to the goodies during this 3-midterm week!”

“Thanks so much, that is so thoughtful. I will enjoy all these 
snacks and kind notes.”
*Students received packages by signing up for them.  
If your student would like packages or cards in the 
future, please send their current school address to 
Caitie Jackson at cjackson@providencebc.org.
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An “Encourager Church”

For more information about the Adult Discipleship Ministry, email Blake Kendrick at bkendrick@providencebc.org.

In worship on October 24, 
Providence Baptist Church 
officially became the newest 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF)  “Encourager Church.”  
This celebration was the 
culmination of  months of  work, 
prayer, and discernment from the 
2021 Missions Committee.  Two 
special guests were here to help 
us celebrate:  Ellen Sechrest (CBF 
Manager of  Global Missions 
Engagement) and Shane McNary 

(CBF Field Personnel from Slovakia).

 So, what is an “Encourager Church?”  A congregation 
becomes an Encourager Church when it formalizes 
its relationship with specific field personnel (for us, 
Shane and Dianne McNary).  The CBF suggests that 
Encourager Churches include four encouragement 
areas: prayer support, program support, short-term 
engagement, and financial support. Encourager 
Churches seek to:  deepen relationships, cultivate mutual 
transformation,  bear a consistent witness, and focus on 
financial stewardship.  In the days and months ahead, 
stay tuned for more information about this exciting 
missional endeavor.  And continue in your prayers for 
Shane and Dianne McNary as we encourage their 
missions work in Slovakia.

Blake Kendrick

Creche Festival
November 17 - 21

Don’t know what a “creche” is?
Essentially, it’s a nativity scene, depicting the birth 

of  Christ. Artists all over the world are drawn to the 
scene and subsequently create amazing pieces of  art. 
Providence members have some really cool creches 

and we have assembled quite a sampling. 
(Do you have one? Can we include it??) 

Stop by the Crouch Fellowship Hall hallway and 
marvel at the Providence Baptist Church Creche 

Festival featuring international artisan pieces.  

S’mores and Hymns
Sunday, November 21

5:00pm | Gazebo

Bring your lawn chairs and blankets 
for a fun evening for the whole family.  
We’ll circle around the bonfire, sing 
classic hymns, and make s’mores.   

In the glow and crackle of  the fire, our 
hearts and souls will be warmed.   

Invite your friends and neighbors to join us.  Come and 
go as you wish – there is no set agenda.

The Book of  Isaiah
Thursdays |11:00am - 12:00pm

Nalley Missions Center
Our Thursday morning Adult Bible Study 
continues, and we’re focusing on the  
Old Testament book of  Isaiah.  
This study will inspire us and prepare 
us for the glory and wonder of  Advent.  
Adults of  all ages are invited to attend.

Thursday Bible Study

Make Disciples

November 4 – Isaiah 49:1-50:11, 52:1-53:12
November 11 – No Bible Study

Consider attending a  Veterans’ Day event. 
November 18 – Isaiah 54:1-57:21, 58:1-14, 66:1-24

Advent Devotional
Living Well Through Advent
Practicing patience with all your heart, 

soul, strength and mind. 

Would you like 
a copy of  this 

Living Compass resource? 

Email 
Blake Kendrick:

bkendrick@providencebc.org 
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A Light Shines in the Darkness
In the early months of  2020, I introduced a new work to the Sanctuary Choir by composer 
Michael John Trotta.  I recall the excitement in being well ahead in our planning process, as 
the work was to be presented in November of  that year on All Saints Sunday.  Little did we 
know that we would have even more time to prepare the music.  Now, over 18 months later, 
we are nearing the time for this special piece of  music to be presented in worship.  Our choir 
looks a little different now … we sound different, too … but the desire is the same.  Dedicated 
choir members have given much time to the process, and we have found ways to safely sing 
together.  It is not always easy, but we know it is worth it!

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” – John 1:5

Using scriptural texts as well as beautiful poetry, “Light Shines in the Darkness” boldly proclaims 
that “death shall be no more” (Revelation 21).  Trotta’s use of  thematic repetition, paired with hauntingly simple 
melodic passages, takes us on a journey through grief, longing, hope, love, and finally peace.  As the final moments of  
the music fade away, listeners are drawn into waves of  deep peace offered to all from the Gaelic blessing.  

On Sunday, November 7, members of  the Sanctuary Choir, along with several guests, will present the work 
accompanied by string quartet and organ.  As we also remember the saints who have gone before us since November 
2020, it is my prayer that the day will be filled with hope and comfort.

Preparations are also underway for the first Sunday of  Advent (November 28) when our children, students and adults 
will come together to celebrate Hanging of  the Green.  This service will also take place during the morning worship 
and promises to be filled with joy!  As we share the stories of  Christmas, we will hear songs of  hope and love and 
recall the beautiful symbols that point us to Christ.

I am grateful to all who will participate in these two wonderful services, and I pray God will move among us.

May the peace of  Christ be with you.

Timothy Hill

For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

Hanging of the Green

Advent is coming. 
We are preparing a special worship service  

for Hanging of  the Green.

Special guests and the Sanctuary Choir
present this work by Michael John Trotta 

as we observe All Saints’ Day.

Light Shines in the Darkness
Sunday,

November 28 
10:30am  

Sunday,
November 7 

10:30am  
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Wednesday,  November 10
6:00pm|Activity Center Gym

Join the Providence church family and package meals 
as we Rise Against Hunger. We were successful in 
packaging 10,000 meals in 2019 during this event.  
And we’re up for the challenge again. 

That year, senior adults taught school-aged children  
how to do their part. Teenagers ran bags of rice from 
table to table, filling up the bins for the packagers. 
Young fathers shared their work load with their 
children. The gong was heard after the completion of 
every 1,000 meals packaged and cheers erupted from 
the gym.  

This year, we’re able to do it 
again. Don’t miss this incredible 
evening of fellowship, service, 
smiles and cheers. School-
aged children are encouraged 
to serve with their parents. 

Preschool children will remain in their mission classes. 

Churchwide Mission Project

Women on Mission
Tuesday,  November 2

Don’t let the date slip up on you!   
Women of  all ages are invited  

to join us for the next  
Women on Mission event!

Prayer group begins at 10:30am under the leadership of  
Mary Ann Crouch.  The general meeting is at 11:30am.  
Rebecca Clabough Starnes, Vice President of  Programs 
and Quality Improvement at Children’s Home Society 

of  North Carolina, will be our speaker. Becky grew up at 
Providence, and lives in Greensboro with her husband, 

Tommy.  Don’t forget to bring a friend! 

NOVEMBER MISSION PROJECT: 
After lunch, the ladies will pack 50 Thanksgiving 

boxes for Charlotte Rescue Mission.

For more information contact:
Debra Wallace | 704.614.7998 or 

Penny Hewett | 704.641.2767

Mission Collection
The Women on Mission collection 

is canned goods for Loaves and Fishes.  

November is a high traffic month 
for this organization.  

Any canned foods are accepted.
Please, no glass containers.  

The collection area is 
in the hallway leading to the 

Crouch Fellowship Hall.  

Just look 
for the sign!

Email Debra Wallace:
debrawallace2241@gmail.com

Walk with Us!
Sunday, November 7

2:30pm | Memorial Stadium

We are joining together to feed the 
hungry in Charlotte and beyond. 
Want to help? Walk with us in the 
43rd annual CROP WALK. 

Providence is getting its team together, and we are signing 
up walkers. Can’t walk? Sponsor a walker? Either way, 
you helping our hungry friends.

Remember, the number of  people needing assistance 
this year has greatly increased, and your help is crucial in 
addressing those needs.  

Email Dave Miller:
drmkbm9@gmail.com

Bless Charlotte

Bless Charlotte
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Thursday, October 21st was the date for our PrimeTimers’ 
Luncheon. A group of 38 gathered for fellowship, lunch 
and entertainment provided by Noel Freidline.  
Debra Motsinger and her kitchen staff prepared a 
delicious “box” lunch of Cream of Potato soup with 
cheese, a garden salad and (since it was National Apple 
Day) we enjoyed Apple Turnovers with vanilla ice cream.  
For those of you who missed our October luncheon,  
mark your calendar for Thursday, November 18th.  
Our entertainment will be our own Encore Singers  
with Tim Hill directing and Diann Clark at the piano.

Libby Gray Media Center
The Libby Gray Media Center is open, and our books are ready to jump off the shelf, be checked out and read. 
Drop by any Sunday before or after Faith Formations classes, any Wednesday evening before Vespers, or anytime 
during the week you are at church.

We display a variety of books in the library window. Our November display 
will feature three biographies and a fiction trilogy. The biographies are  
“Full Circle – Dan Jansen: An Olympic Champion Shares His Breakthrough 
Story;” “Maria – My Own Story” by Maria Von Trapp; and “I’m Not Dead 
Yet: The Incredible Story of Randy Bird, a Paraplegic and Professional Rodeo 
Cowboy.” Our fiction selection is a 9/11 trilogy written by Karen Kingsbury. 
The first book in the series is “One Tuesday Morning,” followed by  
“Beyond Tuesday Morning,” and the final book in the trilogy is  
“Remember Tuesday Morning.”

Books on display are also available for check-out anytime. Check-out directions are located below the television  
by the door.                  

Submitted by Wilna Eury

Senior Adult News

Thursday, November 18
12:00pm | Crouch Fellowship Hall

Our own Encore Singers, 
led by Tim Hill and Diann Clark, 

will entertain us while we enjoy our luncheon.  

Look for RSVP options below!

Covid restrictions are still in effect and masks are still required in the building. Cost of lunch is still only $7.00 a person. 
The deadline for reservations is Friday, November 12, so be sure and follow one of the three methods to RSVP:

1. Next Steps weekly email via Realm (if you’re connected);

2. Call the church office 704.366.4030x110 and leave your name(s), number attending, telephone number and 
event date (November 18);

3. Call Wilna at 704.553.2615.

Your Senior Adult Committee is looking forward to seeing you at our PrimeTimers’ luncheon! Mark your calendar, 
reserve your seat and box lunch by Friday, November 12th. See you there!

Submitted by Wilna Eury - Senior Adult Chair

PrimeTimers’ Luncheon
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Saturday,  November 27
8:00am - 12:00pm

The Gordon 
Weekley Chapel  

will be open for you.

Prayer VigilChurch Office Holiday
Thursday, 

November 25  
and Friday,  

November 26

Please note all church offices will be closed  
as we celebrate Thanksgiving with our families. 

Youth Basketball League
Providence is a part of  the Playbook for Life Youth Basketball League. 
Playbook has been working diligently to comply with state and local 
guidance and standards to make youth basketball possible. We are excited 
to announce that Providence will have a winter basketball league this year! 
We will have teams for children ages 6-17. Registration will be open from November 1-15. 
Watch the churchwide Next Steps email for links! Practices are set to begin around the first 
week of  December and games will begin in January. The games will be played around 

Charlotte in other church gyms as well as in the Providence Activity Center.  
If  you have questions, contact Director of  Activities Ministry Katelyn DeVane. 

704.366.4030x103 | kdevane@providencebc.org 

Providence Women’s Retreat
The air  was crisp, the company was  delightful, and 
the time was one of renewal. “Tenacity and Hope” 
was attended by twenty one women (ages 26-80), who 
gathered October 8-10 at William Black Lodge in  
Montreat, NC for the Providence Women’s Retreat.

Special thanks to Mary Bonheimer and Cayce Martin 
for their roles in planning and preparing for this special 
time together!

Submitted by Summer Sneed

Want to Share?
The Primetimers’ are taking a trip to see a world 
famous crèche festival at the Mepkin Abbey the 
first week in December.  That’s what inspired 

Vivian Carroll and Jane Norwood to coordinate a 
Providence crèche festival.  We will display special 

hand made manger scenes (aka crèches) from all over 
the world (Israel, Africa, Europe and the U.S.).   

Some are fancy, some are quite simple.  One has a 
manger handmade by Al Cadenhead!  These will 

be on exhibit in the Crouch Fellowship Hall hallway 
from November 17 - November 21.

Can we display YOUR manager scene?  
Contact Blake, Vivian Carroll or Jane Norwood. 

Blake Kendrick | bkendrick@providencebc.org
Vivian Carroll | vivicarroll@gmail.com

Jane Norwood | 704.533.3104

Engage Cotswold



CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

 CONNECTIONS 13

Sunday, November 7
11:30am

Called Business Meeting

A special business meeting has been called 
 to conduct important business of  the church.  

Two items will be voted on: 
Proposed Changes to the Committee Manual

and the Nominating Committee’s proposed list  
of  committee members. 

The meeting will be held  
immediately following worship.

Daylight Saving Time
Sunday, November 7

Fall Back!

Be sure to set your clocks 
back ONE HOUR 
before going to bed on 
Saturday, November 6.  
You’ll enjoy that extra 
hour of sleep!

Saturday,  November 6
8:00am - 12:30pm
Rotunda Parking Lot 

The community 
is welcome to 
this event. Bring 
your sensitive 
documents to Providence and have them shredded 
for peace of  mind. 

Thanks to Carroll Financial for making this event possible. 

Shred It Day

Sunday, November 7
10:30am 
Worship

All Saints’ Day

Let us remember those saints who  
have gone before us on this  
special Sunday of worship.

Sermon Scripture
November 7 - All Saints’ Day:  

 Isaiah 25:6-9
November 14: Daniel 12:1-3

November 21:  Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
November 28: Hanging of  the Green

Grounds Work Days
Saturday, November 6

and Sunday, November 7

Saturday, 10:00am
Sunday, immediately following worship 

Open to all! 
Meet in front of  the 

Activity Center.

Contact Mark Fenimore:
markfenimore@gmail.com
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Anna Catherine Long was dedicated on Sunday,  
October 10. Her big sister, Grace, was also baptized 

that Sunday. Congratulations!

Dedication of Life New Members
Scott Biggers joined 

Providence on 
Sunday, October 
10 by transferring 
his letter from First 

Baptist Church  
in Richmond. 

Please make him  
feel welcome!

Staff News
Meet Jason Short.  
He is the new 
maintenance 
coordinator for 
Providence, which 
means he will be helping 
to ensure our facilities 
are well maintained. 
Jason is back in the 
Charlotte area after a 
move out West. He is 
a fan of  ropes courses 
(working them and 
building them), and 

most of  his family lives here. He is glad to be  
at Providence—and we are glad to have him!

Autumn Reid joined 
Providence on  

Sunday, October 24  
by recommitment  

of faith and  
previous baptism.

Welcome,  
Autumn!

l-r: Casey, Anna Cate, David, Dawson, Grace Long and Lee Canipe

Congratulations to our newly  
affirmed deacons.  

The deacon vote was 100% YES.

Deacon Election Results

Mike Arim
Caroline Cuellar

John Hall
Jon Hall

Lia Hinson
Mark McCue

Rosalynn Miller
Alvin Schmidt

Laurie Shumate
Kim Skinner

Jim Stout
Jay Wright

Friendly Faces Needed
Do you have two hours during  

the week that you can volunteer?
We are recruiting friendly people who 
can answer the phone, open the door, 

and man our reception desk. 

We have two hour shifts available Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday beginning at 9:00am. 

If you can offer a friendly smile, 
you are RIGHT for this job! 

Look for more information in the churchwide  
NEXT STEPS email, or contact Church Secretary 

Dyanna Blackwell at 704.366.4030x110.
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Multiplying Blessings
Stephen Ministry multiplies blessings throughout the church and community.
• Congregations carry out Christ’s commandment to “Love one another as I have loved you” 

(John 15:12 RSV) in a powerful and practical way.
• People who are hurting have a caring Christian presence of  a Stephen Minister to provide 

emotional and spiritual support.
• Pastors have a team of  gifted, trained and committed lay caregivers ready to minister to  

hurting people in a confidential manner.
• Laypeople nurture and use their God given gifts in meaningful ministry, growing spiritually as they serve others. 

In short, Stephen Ministry helps carry out the mission of  the church.
Submitted by Bill Griffin

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2, NRSV

Our love and prayers surround those who have lost loved 
ones. With sympathy we remember:

Sympathies

• Scottie Stamper’s father, Jim Stamper (9/25)
• Jim and Barbara Thorne’s niece, Amy Young 

(9/28) Amy was also Russell Mansfield’s cousin.
• Nancy Lockee’s nephew, Steve Holzclaw (10.14)
• Kathy Parker’s sister, Carol Anderson Nutter (10.17)

If  you know someone who needs a Stephen Minister or if  you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister please 
contact Rev. Martha Haigler:  mhaigler@providencebc.org   704.608.7947

L’il Pumpkins Cover
Every single day 
of  the week, 
Our Weekday 
Education team 
addresses two of  
our five pillars 
at Providence: 
Engage Cotswold 
and Bless 
Charlotte. 
Our teachers and staff go to work and concentrate 
on the business of  loving children and teaching 
them about Jesus. And, they have FUN doing it!

During October, our Weekday team offered a 
pumpkin patch for our students and families.  
The cute little pumpkins came from Providence 
United Methodist Church, which was selling 
these seasonal “necessities” as a fundraiser for its 
youth ministry. 

Our Weekday children were able to peruse the 
patch and pick out their favorite pumpkin to take 
home. Everyone had a great time!  Many thanks 
to our teachers and the leadership team for their 
amazing talents and work. 

Leaves piling up? Have a piece of  furniture to be moved?
The Deacons’ Small Job Task Force can help

with some of  the things you can’t manage alone. 

Some common tasks include:
• Yard work (mowing, hedge trimming, leaf  removal)
• Moving furniture or other items around the house
• Light cleaning or simple carpentry projects

If  you need an extra hand (or two), just make a call: 

Shane Hughes 
704.506.4850 

Neal Hendrix 
704.281.9144

Deacon Helpers



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is December 1, 2021.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Monday, November 15th. 
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
ssneed@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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Providence Baptist Church - 
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All Saints’ Sunday
Sunday, November 7 at 10:30am 
Sanctuary

S’mores and Hymns 
Sunday, November 21 at 5:00pm 
Gazebo / Aubrey Arant Fields

Rise Against Hunger
Wednesday, November 10 at 6:00pm
Activity Center Gym

Hanging of the Green
Sunday, November 28 at 10:30am  
Sanctuary


