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With Christ at the Center

Let the morning bring word of your unfailing love... Psalm 143:8

May 1, 2022
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I think of spring as having 
three distinct phases, each one 
characterized by a particular 
flower that’s in bloom at that time 
of the year.  These phases are, in 
order: The daffodil, the dogwood, 
and the honeysuckle.  Right now, 
we are on our way out of dogwood 
and heading into honeysuckle.   
   As in nature, so in life.  This 
spring at Providence has been a 

season of transition.  Actually, this whole year so far has 
been a time of transition for us.   
 
A lot of it has been happy, as we continue to trickle up, 
re-gather, re-engage, and re-connect with one another 
in (what we all hope is) the wake of the pandemic.  
We’re making the transition back to being a more 
active, in-person faith community, and that’s been a lot 
of fun.  I am grateful for these changes.

Other transitions have been harder.  Since the beginning 
of 2022, we’ve had an unusually high amount of going 
and coming amongst our church staff.  Some people 
have left for new opportunities, better paying positions 
elsewhere, or a job closer to home.  Diann Clark, 
our longtime organist, retired last month.  Dyanna 
Blackwell, our church secretary, is out on maternity 
leave.  In all, over the past four months, seven of our staff 
positions have been in some sort of flux. 

While this is unusual for Providence, it’s pretty typical 
of the post-pandemic workforce culture we’re in right 
now.  People are on the move.  We read about it in the 
newspaper, hear about it on television, see posts about 
it online.  I imagine that most of us know someone who 
has left an old job for a new job at some point in the 
past six months.  What’s happening in the culture at 
large is happening, on a small scale, here at Providence.

We’ve lost some wonderful, talented colleagues.  The 
good news is that, in this season of transition, we are also 
gaining some new, talented colleagues.  Adam Lawlor 
has joined our staff as Director of Church Operations.  
Josh Jones began serving as our Activity Center Director 
last month.  Shai Clark has done an outstanding job 
providing temporary administrative support for us.  
Active searches are ongoing for our next Minister with 

Children and their Families, our next Church Organist, 
and two other operations-related positions.  I am 
confident that God will continue to raise up the right 
people to serve Providence at the right time.    

Nevertheless, all this transition in such a short period 
has indeed been a strain on our staff.  I have been 
incredibly proud—and you should be, too—of how my 
colleagues have stepped up to meet these challenges 
in a cheerful, determined, and graceful manner.  
Everybody has had to take on, at least temporarily, 
additional responsibilities.  Some of us have had to learn 
new skills, or exercise previously under-utilized parts 
of our brains.  It’s all been done with an abundance of 
patience, good humor, and team spirit.  Providence is 
fortunate to have such people working to support and 
extend the ministry of the church in this place.

The ministry of the church, however, belongs to the 
entire body of Christ.  As one church I know puts 
it: Every member is a minister.  In other words, all 
of us have roles to play in furthering the ministry of 
the church.  This is our God-given, Christ-called, 
and Spirit-powered purpose.  So, what can you do 
in this season of transition to help keep the ministry 
of Providence moving forward in the name of Jesus?  
Here are four basic ways that you can make a positive 
difference right now.  

First, you can continue to pray.  Pray that God will 
strengthen and equip our staff.  Pray that God will lead 
us to the right people to invite onto our team.  Pray that 
God will grow this church, expand our witness, and 
deepen our devotion to Jesus.  Pray that God will be 
glorified in all that we do.   

Second, you can continue to serve.  Invest your time 
and talent into God’s church as a ministry volunteer.  
Strong churches have members who gladly use their 
gifts to build up the common good.  Weak churches 
have members who wait for someone else to step up—
and then complain when nobody does.  Providence is a 
strong church.  Let’s keep it that way.

Third, you can continue to give.  Our offerings fund 
the missions and ministries of this church.  Because of 
your generosity, we’ve had the resources to find creative 
responses to these unexpected staff transitions.  Without 
those resources—and the flexibility they’ve provided— 

The Honeysuckle Phase

Lee Canipe

Continued on next page ...

SENIOR PASTOR
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Remember, we have a great online tool for all things 
“Providence.” You can register and pay for events. 
Get calendar alerts. Find member information. 
Check your giving. Review church information (like 
quarterly conference materials). We’ve discovered 
more ways to engage, easier options for finding 
information, and faster forms of communication. 

“What’s THIS?” you ask! It’s REALM. 

Realm is a ministry tool just for Providence.  
Want to start using it? Just contact the church office. 
We will send you an email invitation to create a 
Realm account. Click the “Create an account” link 
at the bottom of the email. It will take you to our 
Providence page (you’ll see our logo). The “JOIN” 
link is active for 24 hours, so set up your account 
as soon as possible. THEN, download the REALM 
CONNECT app on your phone or tablet and take  
your information everywhere.

Here’s how to download the app: 

1. Type in “REALM” in the APP Store search box  
and look for “CONNECT - Our Church.”  
The icon looks like this:

2. Then, click the “GET” box and download the app.

3. First things first, set up your profile. You can add as 
much or as little information as you like. 

And there. You’re done. You can even make payments 
through the Realm app. Say you want to pay for your 
PrimeTimers’ luncheon. Use the app. Sending your 
student to summer camp? Pay through the app.  
Sounds good, right? It IS!

Questions? 
Amy Shoemaker / 704.366.4030x141

Are You Connected?

an already-stressful time would have become even more 
so.  I am grateful for your generosity.

Fourth, you can continue to encourage.  Please thank the 
members of our church staff—every single one of them, 
as often as you can, whenever you see them.  They have 
earned that appreciation and need that support.  

And, while you’re at it, please welcome our new team 
members and let them know that you’re glad they’re 
here.  Providence is a warm and welcoming church.   
Let’s continue to lead with that kind of hospitality.

“The only thing for certain,” sings David Wilcox, 
a songwriter based in Asheville, “is that nothing 
stays the same.”  He’s right.  Almost.  As the author 
of Hebrews reminds us, Jesus Christ does stay the 
same—yesterday, today, and forever.  Even in the 
midst of multiple, simultaneous transitions, Jesus 
remains true to us, and his life-giving love remains 
true for us.  

And so, as we head into the honeysuckle phase of 
spring, may the peace of Christ be with you!                           

Minister Search Update
We are so grateful for the continued prayers as we 
strive to follow God’s lead through this process. 
We truly believe that 
we are getting closer 
to connecting our 
children’s ministry with 
the candidate God is 
preparing for us. Please 
continue praying for 
God’s wisdom and 
guidance as we narrow 
the field of candidates.

... continued from previous page.

Children’s Minister Search Committee

Happy Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 8

Make plans to celebrate Mom 
to the fullest!  We are sending a special  
THANK YOU to all of our mothers!
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For more information about the Children’s Ministry, contact Kristen Hendrix at 704.366.4030x125 or khendrix@providencebc.org.

Children’s Spring Concert

Notable VBS Dates
May 13 @ 5:30pm | RSVP Deadline for Kick-off Dinner

May 18 @ 5:30pm | VBS Leadership Kick-off Night

May 31 @ 5:00pm | VBS Registration Closes

June 12 @ 3:00pm | VBS Preparation Day

June 13–17 | VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!

Wednesday, May 4
6:00pm | Sanctuary

 Join us as our children share  
their beautiful voices with us!

Children are asked to wear their Sunday best.

Missions Recognition
Wednesday, May 11

6:00pm | Sanctuary
Come hear from our children as they share with 

us about mission projects they participated in and 
missionaries they learned about this year.

 
Mission Friends are asked to wear their Sunday best.

GAs are asked to wear white dresses.
RAs should wear their vests.

VBS Volunteer Kick-Off

It’s time to prepare our construction site so that we 
are ready to build a solid foundation this summer!

All VBS volunteers (6th graders to adults) are invited 
to attend this training session.

RSVP requested by Friday, May 13 to Kristen 
Hendrix. Meal will be provided by reservation only.

Wednesday, May 18
5:30pm | Sanctuary

l-r: Kathy Hall, Leslie Hunt, Lauren Stroupe, Jamie Pittman, 
Kristen Hendrix, Lia Hinson, and Emma Sueling. 

Not pictured: Natalie Lodato, Cristan Latty, and Kim Gray

Leadership Team

We still need volunteers!   
Come lead a group of  preschoolers or children.  

Marketplace shopkeepers are needed, too.  Call us 
and we will help you find a place to serve!

Concrete and Cranes

Have you SIGNED UP?
All children (rising K through 

5th grade completed)  
are invited to attend.

Be sure to get your friends signed up so you can 
enjoy learning about Jesus together.

providencebc.org/connect/vbs

Registration closes on May 31.

Vacation Bible School
June 13 - 17

9:00am | 12:00pm

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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From Mrs. Ursula’s Desk

For more information about the Weekday Ministry, contact Kimberly Gray at 704.366.4030x129 or kgray@providencebc.org.

April showers bring May flowers. Most people are familiar with this saying. The month of  May is 
filled with the sounds of  birds, the smell of  fresh flowers and summer breezes from time to time.  
The month marks the end of  spring and the beginning of  summer.  There’s growing anticipation 
of  backyard barbecue get-togethers, outdoor activities and beach parties.  After what we all have 
been through for the last two years, we are ready to safely celebrate with family and friends.

It’s thrilling to feel the warmer sun on your face and experience the longer days.  Celebrate the 
changing seasons with your child with hands-on learning activities, crafts, and investigations.  
Cultivate children’s creativity and curiosity by encouraging them to ask questions about the 
changing weather and the world around them.  Plant a garden or watch wildlife.  Freshen up your book stack with 
spring inspired reads.  Enjoy the vibrant colors of  spring with some assorted flavored ice cream and/or sherbet.   

Ursula Taylor

During this week our 
Weekday TEAM members are 
appreciated by our families.  
What a blessing it is to work 
among professional Early 

Childhood Educators who give of  themselves daily, 
providing love, attention, support, and facilitating 
education to the children in their care.  Without 
them, it would be impossible to do what we do 
consistently and with excellence.  When you see 
them, please say “thank you.”

Staff Appreciation
The Preschool 4’s and TK students 
will participate in an End of  the 
Year Celebration honoring their 
achievements as they prepare to move 
to kindergarten for the  
2022-2023 school year.  

They have been well prepared,  
and we know they will achieve much success.

End of Year Celebration

We have a few openings in our fall preschool 
program. If  you are interested, or know someone 
who is looking for quality and  
loving preschool care,  
contact Kim Gray. 

704.366.4030 x129
or

kgray@providencebc.org 

Enrollment Openings

In honor of  U.S. military 
personnel who gave their 
lives while serving in the 
Armed Services, we are 

closed on Memorial Day.

Monday, May 30

Memorial Day Closing

We are blessed by their sacrifice.
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For more information about the Student Ministry, contact George Mulley at 704.366.4030x116 or gmulley@providencebc.org.

Three Gifts for Graduates
   Spring is here! The birds are chirping, the flowers are blooming, and you’re probably 
sneezing constantly... But, it’s also time to start thinking about our graduating seniors and how 
we can support them in the coming transition. Graduation is such a meaningful time in our 
ministry. It brings the school year to a close and paves the way for summer. But in relational 
terms, it’s a time to celebrate with students whom we have watched grow up in our church. 
One of the places our minds always go in these moments is how to commemorate the special 
occasion. What can you get for a graduate to help celebrate this time of transition in their 
lives? I want to suggest a few gift ideas to empower you not only to celebrate, but to create some 
meaning as you do so.

Dane Jackson

July 2-9, New York City
Our high school students continue to prepare  
for their summer mission trip to New York.  

Keep those prayers coming!

High School Mission Trip

Registration is closed for PASSPORT. However, 
there still may be spots available, but they are not 
guaranteed. If interested, contact Dane or George.

PASSPORTmissions
June 19-24, Greensboro College

Gift 1 The Gift of Meaning: Give them something that shows them that you appreciate them and that 
they have been a valuable part of this church. Whatever it is, the goal here is to give them something that 
will go with them long after Baccalaureate Sunday.
Gift 2 The Gift of Time:  Carve out some intentional time to talk with students to encourage them 
and invest in them as they’re transitioning into a new phase of life. Take them out to eat or for some 
coffee. Go fishing. Play frisbee golf. Whatever you do, give them some focused time as a way of sharing 
with them how much they matter.
Gift 3 The Gift of Words:  Give them the gift of your own words; not just a text, or an email, or a 
face-to-face conversation, but a handwritten note, or letter that they can hold and read over any time 
they choose. Consider it an opportunity to cast your vision of where you see that specific student going 
and what you see them doing.

As a congregation, we are given a great opportunity to affirm and encourage these students as they continue  
on their journey.
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Join us as we celebrate our graduating seniors in worship. 
This is a meaningful service meant for the entire 
Providence family. Information is being mailed  
to parents and graduating students about all the festivities 
and important reminders for Baccalaureate Sunday.  
(Let Dane know if you have not received it.) 

Also, Dane would like 
to attend your student’s 
graduation, so let him  
know the details of  
your event!

Sunday, June 12 @ 10:30am

June 5 @ 5:00pm | Chapman Youth Room
Awards Night and Senior Night

Put on your “Red Carpet” best and join us for a night of celebration as 
we recognize students who have made an impact 
in our Ministry this past year. We’ll also take some 
special time to celebrate our Graduating Seniors. 
Hear their memories, and benefit from their 
wisdom as they answer questions from peers. This 

is a very special night for all. Nominations for awards can be made by peers and adult 
leaders in the Chapman Youth Room!

June 12 @ 5:00pm
Gazebo

Baccalaureate Kickball and Cookout

It’s our “official” start to summer! 

Students and their friends are invited to a cookout 
and kickball game with our adult leaders. 

Join us at the gazebo 
for the fun and bring 
your kickball shoes!

Student Scholarships
Providence has three scholarships offered for High 
School Seniors: the Elle-J 
Scholarship, the Judson 
Scholarship, and the Clark 
Family Scholarship. For 
scholarship criteria and 
nomination information, 
please visit the student page. 
Recipients will be announced 
during worship on Baccalaureate 
Sunday, June 12.   

Applications are due to Dane by May 22.

We’ve all had or will have experiences that confirm that 
life can be tough, but have you ever noticed how some 
people are able to bounce back from the setbacks they 
experience? What’s their secret? For almost everyone, 
it all comes down to one word: resilience. In this series 
“Never Give Up”, we’re going to focus on becoming the 
kind of  people who can get through difficult experiences 
with a sense of  hope, by building our resilience. We’ll 
talk about what resilience is, and what it has to do with 
God, others, and our view of  ourselves. By the end of  
this series, our hope is that we’ll be better equipped to 
discover how hope changes everything. Join us for fusion 
every weekend and midweek!

Fusion
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For more information about Adult Discipleship, contact Blake Kendrick at 704.366.4030x126 or bkendrick@providencebc.org.

Introducing the newly formed Come & See Faith Formation Class in room 1315 (Activity 
Center Parlor).  If  you’re currently not involved in a Sunday morning Faith Formation 
group, you’re invited to “Come & See.” 

This intergenerational co-ed class will combine the current Selah, Young Adult, Open Door, 
and Misfits classes.  It’s open to anyone post-college years.  

Email Blake with questions.  bkendrick@providencebc.org

“Come & See”   Faith Formations

Blake Kendrick

Make Apostles

Thursdays at 11:00am
Nalley Missions Center Thursdays

Adult Bible Study

May 5 
May 12
May 19

–  First John
–  Second John | Pot Luck Lunch
–  Third John

Contact Blake Kendrick.

704.366.4030x126
bkendrick@providencebc.org

Tuesday, May 17
7:00pm @ Devil’s Logic 1426 E 4th Street

Public Theology

Theme: 
“Theodicy and the Problem 

of Evil”

Contact 
Blake Kendrick.

bkendrick@providencebc.org

Reminder! We will soon be 
moving into our summer  
curriculum for our faith 
formation classes, which 
means you have winter/spring curriculum ready to 
donate! Simply bring your used books and study  
materials and drop them off in the receptacle outside 
the Rotunda.

Let’s love on our missionaries and Christians
around the world by sharing our used materials!

Recycle Quarterlies

Save the Dates

Come experience the splendor and history of St. Peter 
Catholic Church in Uptown Charlotte.  This tour will 

be intergenerational, educational, and inspiring.   
Stay tuned for more details.

Sacred Spaces of Charlotte Tour
Sunday, September 11

The Rev. Dr. Roger Owens will join us  
during worship, lunch, and two lectures.  

Prepare by reading his latest book entitled “Everyday 
Contemplative:  The Way of Prayerful Living.”

Deepending Faith 2022
Sunday, October 23

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
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For more information regarding the Music Ministry contact Caitie Jackson at 704.366.4030x121 or cjackson@providencebc.org.

As we enter the merry month of  May, we do so basking in the glow of  the Resurrection.   
Our journey with Jesus during Holy Week reminded us, once again, that we are Easter people.  
The hope we cling to is anchored in Christ’s power to overcome death, and we can share in  
that salvation!  One of  my favorite new (well, from 1979) hymn texts reminds us of  this:

Easter people, raise your voices, sounds of heaven in earth should ring.
Christ has brought us heaven’s choices; heavenly music, let it ring:
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” Easter people, let us sing.

Fear of death can no more stop us from our pressing here below.
For our Risen Lord empowers us to triumph over every foe.
Alleluia! Alleluia! On to victory now we go.

Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song.
When the cares of life o’erwhelm us, Easter people, sing this song:
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” Everlasting triumph song.

I love the challenge this hymn presents, as well as the reminder to live as people who have a greater hope than 
this world offers.  It is that hope that allows us to ring in the sounds of  heaven now … that’s right, we do not have 
to wait!  So, then, let us sing our praises – our “Alleluias” – with full voices and open hearts.  Let us proclaim the 
goodness and power of  our God to the world.  Easter people, raise your voices! 
May the peace of  Christ be always with you.

Soli Deo Gloria!
Thanks be to God!

Sounds of Heaven

Timothy Hill

I am so very grateful to you for the privilege of serving as your organist/music associate for 
almost 15 years. During this time I have literally seen “fire” and I’ve seen “rain,” as well as 
shared many life moments with you.  This has been my honor.

Tim Hill and the choir have been my family and I so appreciate their constant support and 
encouragement.  I admire their commitment to choral music and its role in worship.   
Please remember to thank them!

May God continue to bless you all.  Diann Clark Church Organist/Music Associate 2007 - 2022

A Message from Diann

Diann Clark

On April 24, we celebrated and honored Diann Clark as she enters a well-deserved retirement.  
Special thanks to the Music Committee, Sanctuary Choir, church staff and volunteers for 
making that such a special day.

With Gratitude

MUSIC AND WORSHIP MINISTRY
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During the month of  May, Nominating Committee 
is inviting you, our Providence family, to explore the 
calling in Romans 12:4-8.  Essentially, Scripture tells 
us we are all members of  the body of  Christ.  

“For as in one body we have many members, and not all 
the members have the same function,  so we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually we are members 
one of another.  We have gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;  ministry, 
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;  the exhorter, in 
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; 
the compassionate, in cheerfulness.”   Romans 12:4-8 

Each of  us is unique, but together we make the body 
complete! Our challenge is to be good and faithful 
servants, finding ways to use our gifts, serve, and do 
so happily.  We all have a role to fulfill. Nominating 
Committee is searching for present, spirit led, and 
joyful volunteers. 

Jesus told us, “Let your word be ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, No’” 
(Matthew 5:37). We are all empowered to say no as we 
need, knowing that a proper no will keep us open for a 
better opportunity.  An empowered no, leads to  
“Your Best Yes!”  And then 
we must stick to our word.

How do YOU get there?  
It is as easy as 1, 2, 3… 

Your Best Yes: 
1) Honor Your gifts
2) Find Your Place
3) Serve Cheerfully

During the month of  May, 
Nominating Committee will have a ‘booth’ (table) in 
the Rotunda.  Please come by and visit with us!   
We will have information available regarding 
churchwide volunteer opportunities. 

We are also asking that you cast a ballot with us! 
Ballots will indicate volunteer preferences for yourself  
as well as an opportunity to nominate others within 
the congregation. 

Providence family, please join us on this month long 
journey. We are grateful for your deep consideration 
and support! 

Your Best “YES”

Volume OO, No. 3 CONNECTIONS

Serve one another humbly in love.Serve one another humbly in love.
Galatians 5:13b

March 1, 2022

Your   Best  
Yes! 
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Serve one another humbly in love.Serve one another humbly in love.
Galatians 5:13b

March 1, 2022

Your   Best  
Yes!

Welcome home, college students! 
We have fun events and service 
days planned for our 2022 
summer program! (Dates will be 
publicized May 18 via email  
and “GroupMe.”) 

Sunday Faith Formation begins 
May 22 in the college lounge. 

We will welcome high school 
graduates after Baccalaureate Sunday on June 12. 

Coming Home!

Caitie Jackson

College Ministry questions? Caitie Jackson | cjackson@providencebc.org

Now through the end of  May
We are asking for Providence members to submit 
their nominations for 
Deacon. If  you have 
a candidate in mind, 
please email Nominating 
Committee Chair Natalie 
Lodato by Tuesday, May 31st. You may also drop 
your nomination in the box located in the Rotunda. 
Nominating Committee will also be collecting 
nominations for other volunteer work at that time 
(see “Your Best Yes” article).
 
For you to consider, the Church Bylaws give the 
following qualifications for a deacon:

“All nominees for the office of  Deacon shall 
exhibit Christian maturity and shall have 
demonstrated their desire and willingness to give 
generously of  their treasure, time, and talent in 
support of  the Church’s mission and ministries.”

 
Those not eligible are deacons from the past five 
years and those who have been members for less 
than two years. Prayerfully consider those Providence 
members who will fulfill this most important call 
and make your nomination.  We have had one 
vacancy on Deacons this year. As such, a slate of  13 
prospective Deacons will be voted on in the fall.

Email Natalie Lodato.
stitchesandpurls@gmail.com

Deacon Nominations

Members of the Nominating Committee
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Charter Members
It’s been 67 
years since 
that first 1954 
Sunday in May 
when our 165 

charter members put the stake in the ground 
and claimed it for God. 

We are blessed that three of  our original 165 
charter members are still with us. Why not 
drop our Charter Members a line and thank 
them for their bravery, vision and wisdom. 

Current Providence Baptist Church 
Charter Members

Mr. Joe M. Helms
Mrs. Juanita (Nita) C. Moss

Mrs. Lorraine Starnes

Sunday, May 15
Celebrate our 68th anniversary 

with your Providence family! 

Worship @ 10:30am
Special Day of  Music  

and Worship

Lunch on the Green
Share a meal with your church 
family on the Rotunda Green. 

We’ll enjoy fried chicken, 
greenbeans and mac and cheese, but we’re going old 

school for dessert. 

PLEASE BRING 
A DESSERT TO SHARE!

Desserts need to be room temperature. We will divide 
into single servings and plate for the congregation  

to enjoy! Stay tuned for drop off location!

Rain location: Crouch Fellowship Hall

Anniversary Sunday

Online and IN Person @ 10:30am 
May 1

Communion | Acts 9:1 - 20

May 8
John 10.22 - 30

May 15
Anniversary Sunday |  John 13.31 - 35

May 22
 John 5.1 - 9

May 29
College Graduate Recognition | Acts 1.1 - 11

Sunday Worship

Dinner will be served on May 4 and 11  
beginning at 4:45pm. 

Programs begin at 6:00pm

May 4
Children’s Choir Concert

Hamburger on Bun with Cheese
Potato Wedges

Brownies and Ice Cream

May 11
Missions Recognition

Chicken Pita Sandwich with Tzatziki Sauce
Macaroni and Cheese

Peach Cobbler and Ice Cream

May 18
(Dinner for volunteers by RSVP only.)

Vacation Bible School
Kick Off

May 25
No activities

Wednesdays in May

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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Greetings from your Senior Adult Committee

A group of Providence members and friends enjoyed an April 2 day trip 
adventure to the Sarah Duke Gardens and Duke Chapel in Durham.  
The weather was sunny with a breeze and you can visit the Providence 
Facebook page for some great photos taken by Blake on Saturday.

Noel Freidline will be our entertainment at our Thursday, May 19 
PrimeTimers’ Luncheon. Plan now to attend and RSVP by Friday, May 13. This will be our last luncheon until 
September. So, plan to come on May 19 and enjoy the fellowship, good food and Noel playing his favorites.

Each summer we take June, July, and August off so you can travel without missing our luncheons. However, we will 
meet on Thursday, July 21 in the Eddins Room in the Nalley Missions Center for our annual afternoon  
“Bingo Game” which has become a summer favorite. Watch for details in the July newsletter.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 10 when we will head to Flat Rock Playhouse for the annual 
Christmas Musical show. We have secured 40 tickets, reserved the motorcoach and are working on a place for 
lunch. Complete details will be in the June Connections. So save the date.

Invite a friend and join us at our May 19 PrimeTimers’ Luncheon. Deadline for RSVP is Friday, May 13.

RSVP by May 13.
 secretary@ providencebc.org

PrimeTimers’
Thursday, May 19 

12:00pm

Noel Freidline entertains us for our 
last Luncheon of the spring.  

Call Wilna Eury. 
704.553.2615 

Christmas Show
December 10 

It’s the annual Christmas 
Musical Show at the Flat Rock 

Playhouse. We will motor,  
eat, and enjoy!

Watch for RSVP  
details in June.

Bingo
Thursday, July 21 

1:30pm - 3:00pm

Let’s PLAY! 
We will meet in the Eddins Room 

in the Nalley Mission Center. 

Details on time and RSVP 
information will be in  
the July Connections.

News from the Senior Adult Committee

Submitted by Wilna Eury, Senior Adult Chair
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This is the story of the journey of “The Departure of Christ” cartoon from Rome to our very own Gordon  Weekley Chapel.

In August 1985, the Building Committee at Providence announced plans to renovate 
the Youth Building into a Chapel, needing adult educational space. The renovation 
was completed just in time for our 33rd Anniversary Sunday on May 17, 1987. 
Following worship and dinner on the grounds, the church celebrated the opening 
of  our renovated Chapel, named the Gordon Weekley Chapel in honor of  our first 
pastor, Rev. H. Gordon Weekley. On that special day, the charcoal and graphite 
drawing “The Departure of  Christ” was given by Mrs. Paula Williams, in memory 
of  her late husband, Leon. The drawing is technically called a cartoon from the 
Italian word for paper which is “carta.” But from where did the cartoon come?

I began my research with Dr. James Sasser’s book, “Providence Baptist 1954 - 2004,” 
where I found a line referring to the drawing “The Departure of  Christ.” The 
internet was my next stop and I found the name of  the artist - D. Jeffrey Mims. 
Wanting to discover how the charcoal drawing came to be a part of  our church 
history, I contacted him. A native North Carolinian, Jeffrey was born on April 28, 
1954 and resides in Southern Pines, NC where he is the Director of  the Academy of  
Classical Design. After college in 1976, he received a grant that allowed him to travel 
to museums in England, France, and Italy to study. During the summer of  1980, he was one of  20 young artists who 
assisted fresco master Ben Long in his painting of  “The Last Supper” at Holy Trinity Church in Glendale Springs, 
NC. Then, in 1983 during a renovation of  Holy Trinity,  Jeffrey was invited to create an original fresco for a wall in 
the undercroft built beneath the sanctuary. The actual subject would be his own creation, so he chose a theme of  
departure and began researching his design.

During this time, Jeffrey returned to Rome. He began visiting museums and churches for inspiration and at night 
would transfer drawings to the full-scale cartoon. Many of  the figures used in the drawing were based on friends 
and volunteers who modeled for him. Once the drawing was complete, he returned to Glendale Springs and began 
working on the actual fresco at Holy Trinity Church. The fresco was dedicated to the memory of  a young girl from 
the congregation who had been struck and killed by a truck near Holy Trinity Church.

In 1987, the 8’ x 10’ charcoal and graphite drawing was purchased by Mrs. 
Paula Williams from an exhibition of  D. Jeffrey Mims’ Fresco Studies being 
shown at the McKenna Gallery in Charlotte, NC. The gallery brought in 
the head conservator from the Brooklyn Museum in New York City to advise 
on how to attach the cartoon to a special backing before being placed in a 
custom frame that would be displayed in the Gordon Weekley Chapel.

The following is an excerpt from the worship guide for May 17, 1987 giving 
the meaning of  this beautiful gift: 

“In the cartoon, Christ is pictured saying good-bye to his mother as he leaves to 
begin his ministry. The various stages of life are picturized in a cycle around the 
central focus of the face of Jesus symbolizing that all of life’s stages, including 
death, are but departures to new beginnings.”

In 2008, the Gordon Weekley Chapel was relocated 350 feet to the back of  
the Providence campus. There, the cartoon has found its resting place and 
will celebrate 35 years in the Chapel this month.

From Rome to the Gordon Weekley Chapel

Submitted by  Wilna Eury

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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For more information regarding the Activity Center contact Josh Jones at 704.366.4030x103 or jjones@providencebc.org.

Activity Center hours and offerings are expanding!  These changes (and 
updated scheduling) will be communicated in the Next Steps email.  
If you have any questions contact Activity Center Director Josh Jones.

Expanded Activity Center Hours

Men’s Softball
Summer is right around the corner  

and we are making plans for  
church league sports!  

Men, come be a part of this opportunity for fun, 
fellowship, and friendly competition. 

If you are interested,  
email Activity Center Director Josh Jones.

jjones@providencebc.org

Staff Recognition
Shelia Mitchell-Sasser 
celebrates her 20th anniversary 
with Providence this month. She 
is the Financial Associate for our 
Weekday Education Ministry.  
She manages all financial 
transactions and payments for 
that Ministry. Shelia has quite a 
beautiful voice and dotes on her 
grandson (and ALL the children in 
the Weekday Education Ministry).

Shelia Mitchell-Sasser

Josh Jones began his tenure 
as Activity Center Director on 
April 20. He comes to us from 
Charlotte - Mecklenburg Parks 
and Recreation as a rec assistant. 
He has a BS from Winston Salem 
State and an MBA from Purdue 
University Global. He’s got great 
ideas for what is to come for our 
Activities Ministry and has plans in 

the works for Men’s Softball and Fall Soccer.  Welcome 
Josh! We are so glad you have come to Providence!

Josh Jones

Women on Mission
Women on Mission had a fabulous turn out for our 
April meeting.  Many thanks to all who came and 
especially to Blake and Dane who facilitated our 

live Zoom with Dianne McNary. Watch the coming 
Next Steps for more details on our May 3 meeting.  

Mission Action project and Prayer Group at 10:30am, 
followed by our General Meeting at 11:30am.   

All are welcome!

Contact Debra Wallace | 704.614.7998

Welcome, Josh!

Monday, May 30
The Providence Campus  

will be closed as we  
observe Memorial Day.

Campus Closing
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Stephen Ministry
These are comments from several of  our Stephen Ministry Care Receivers:

“You really brighten my day! I was just beginning to feel sorry for myself  when you 
arrived at my door. Stephen Ministry is a wonderful ministry – especially for those of  us 
who are so alone. Just having someone to talk with brings joy to my heart. Thanks again 
for your caring and support. I am thankful God put you in my life. I look forward to 
another visit soon.”         

“Your visit really brought joy into my life on a very “down” day. Thanks again for all you do.”    

“My Stephen Minister has meant so much to me! I am so appreciative that my pastor suggested that I consider 
having a Stephen Minister. My Stephen Minister has been such a blessing to me! Thank you!” 

“The relationship between the Stephen Ministers is like that of  a close family. The relationship between a Stephen 
Minister and a Care Receiver is holy ... with Christ at its center.”
 
“Several months ago, a friend suggested that I might consider requesting a Stephen Minister. I was very skeptical 
but after discussing with Martha, she convinced me that it might be a good idea. I am so delighted that I agreed to 
let her introduce me to Stephen Ministry. My Stephen Minister has been such a blessing to me and now we have 
become good friends. She is so easy to talk to and I feel comfortable that our conversations are confidential. Thank 
you, Martha, for suggesting that I have a Stephen Minister. Please let my Stephen Minister know how much I 
appreciate our relationship and friendship.”

If  you or someone you know could use the loving care of  a Stephen Minister, please contact Martha Haigler. 
mhaigler@providencebc.org | 704.608.7947.

Submitted by Bill Griffin

• Betty Timbers (4.1)
• Fiancee of  Scott and Lana Griffin’s son,  

Amelia Bias (4.1) 
• Son of  Allen and Becky Schuyler, 

David Schuyler (4.3) 

In Christian Sympathy
Welcome, Gora Family!

Meet David and Margaret Gora,  
Graham (9) and Caroline (5). 

They joined Providence on March 20. When 
you pass them in the halls, give them a warm 
welcome. Better yet, reach out and say hello!

New Members
Sunday, May 22

5:00pm Gazebo
Our deacons are inviting all new Providence members 

(since 2020) to a cookout on the church grounds.  
Need more information? Contact Jay Wright.

jerry.wright@intertek.com

New Member Event



Telephone contact:: Media Ministry 704.366.4030 x127
Email contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is June 1, 2022.

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, or announcements is  
Noon, Friday, May 13th. 
Articles should be 350 words or less. 
Email your submissions to: 
connections@providencebc.org. 
   Thank you!
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“LIKE US” on FACEBOOK! 
Providence Baptist Church - 
Charlotte, NC

“FOLLOW US” ON TWITTER
@pbccommunity

Check Out Our Website!
www.providencebc.org

Children’s Spring Concert
Wednesday, May 4 at 6:00pm 
Sanctuary

New Member Event 
Saturday, May 22 at 5:00pm
Gazebo

Anniversary Sunday
Sunday, May 15
10:30am Worship, Lunch following worship

PrimeTimers’ Luncheon
Thursday, May 19 at 12:00pm
Crouch Fellowship Hall


